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PREFACTT. 


TO THE CHILDRYT 
OF THE REFORMAT!C - 


E not concerned to know whoſe hand it is hich 
holds the Link, but follow the light it g:wes : 
. Reach yonr hand to receive this Treatije, which 
marks the ſhore,where the Ark of our Reformation, /hat- 
'zer'd by a deluge of troubles, may reſt ; which is a Holy 
liberty to all and each Perſon to betiene or not believe z 
att ornotatt, as he pleaſes. with a ſafe Conſcience, ac 
cording the- Principles of our Reformation. We ge= * 
merally lament the convulſions which ſhake our Church 
end State , through the diverſity of Opinions, profeſſed 
by our ſeveral Congregations, ſome Remedies have beers 
«þplied to bring us to Peace and Conformity; but all have 
proved ineffeftual ; ſome of our Dofors judge, nothing 
; Cancure our diſeaſe , but a General Council or A waa 
| Authority , to whoſe Seutence we ſhould all ſubmit z 
but this, beſides that it is Popi/h , to grant any human* 
| Power for to oblige our et er imcgie our jugdments © 
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! In matters of Religion ; init 41 imaginary Remedy for 
real Evil : For , its uot inthe Reformation as in'P0. 

| pery; in this thereis « ſupream. Authority for tocous 

| exethe Paſtors of divers Kingdoms to 4 general Council, 
in onr” Reformation there now Popery believerits 
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THE PREFACE. . 
Conneils and Popes infallible ;, aud therefore they eau. 
wot but acquieſce , becauſe an infallible Sentence Raves 
#0 doubt,of the Truth; but in the Reformation," all 
Councils and buman Authority are fallible; and conſe. | 
quently their Deciſions -may be doubted of, andwe are 
wever certain of the Truth, | 
Other jlidge, theRemedy of our diſeaſe can be ng 5 
her, but-Pills of Pexſecution , penal Laws, Aﬀs of 
Parliament , Ordinances of Synods , forcing Men t0 
Conformity; but this has proved not only deſiruftive to 
the peace of the Church, but has. ſbockt thevery foun- 
detion of our Reformation: For if we muſt believe un. 
dey fevere penalties what #he State- and Eeccleſiaſtical 
Authority will have us believe ; then Scripture myſt be 
#0 more our Rule of Faith ,, buagthe State and Church , | 
which tells me what I muſt believe ; authwe inſt be de= 
prived of the right and power of Interpreting Scripture 
axd believing it in the ſenſe we thinkit tobetheiime 
end yet our whole Reformation is cemented and was firſt 
- yalſed upon this Holy Liberty ; that every one ſhoul8 
read Seripture, interpret it , and believe whatever he 
thought was the true ſenſe of it; without ary compulſion 
or conſtraint for. to believe either Church , State ,* Vii» 
werſfity, or Doftors, if wedid not judge by Scripture | 
big Poltrine wPastrue. | = 
_ F Prudence bad &s great a ſhare in onr ConduFF,, as | 
= we /bould regulat our future by the effefts of our 
- heſtattions; andif wewill caſt aneye back'ts the tranſ. 
efHions of later Years , we will find this compulſion 'of 
Mens Conſcignces bas produced but confuſion in onr 
Charch., and fatal diſturbances in our Stare; contrary 
-Wiſe, wever 4:d dur Refayguation exjoy more peace, 
CR. oy i ombel _ te 
© .beppineſs , than when vane was moleſted for bis 
ſon, but every one hed lberty t0 believe ani teac 
"what DoBtrine aud ſenſe each one thought tobe the woſh | 
4 er6 Scripture. Conſider the infancy of the 
E _ Re: 


| inteaching Calviniſm , Lutheraniſm , Zuinglianiſm , 


- Reformation gained ground; our ſeveral 
| lived pong” 


| diverſity of Opinions , hegot by the Liberty enjoyned i - : 


- THE PREFACE. 
Reformation , when God raiſed Luther to repair the 
rxins of the Church; how of a ſudden it ſpred.it ſelf 


. iy Germany, France , «Holland , Poland ; Scotla 


and England, andhywhat means? Was it not by taking = 
away «ll conflraint of Mens Conſciences ( uſtd then only _ 
in the Popiſh Chuxch,, ). our bleſſed Reformers taking to 

themſelyes and giving to others , « Holy Liberty for to, 
teach and believe whatever they judged tgbe the Doftrine 
«nd true Senſe of Scripture, tho it ſhould be aggiuft the 
-received opinion of the Councils ,. Church , Vaulyſities 
«nd Doflors ? Look into the Reign of Edward the VI. 
then , did okr Reformation ? rm in England ; end 

e 


was miraculou paget the Liberty of Martin 
Bucer,. exuoufy propege | - Many, aud others 


bl 
by Scripture «s every one underſiood it : Deſcend to the 
Reing of Queen Mary ; then, the light of the Ghoſpel * © 
wavxecclipſed, ons. the flock was again Popiſbly comes Þ 
elled to Wlieve , not what they judged by Scripture t6 
etrue; but what thi Pope and Church judged wes fuch: 
Come down a ſtep lower to Dneen Elizabeths time; thew, * 
the flock recovering that Holy Liberty for to believe. © 
what each one thought was the Dotirine of Scripture ; the 


y; for tho Proteſiancy wes efablil bt the 
Religion of the Lend ; others were not oppreſſed, nor - 
their Liberty conſtrained by compulſions : Step down & © 
degree lower to King James his time; the Reformation * 
held its courſe as proſperouſly as in Queen Elizabeths 
time , becauſe Mens Conſciences were not oppreſſed ; «ll 
Reformed Brethren had full Liberty to believe as they 
pleaſed ; tho Proteſtancy was the Religion of the King 
Look down flep lower to King Charles the, firſts Reigng 
his Majeſty carried with « Godly Zeal of reſtraining the 


.) 


his Predeceſſors times , would by new Laws aud Ordi< 
nuances force the flock io au Puiformity of Doftrine , but 
EE x - 2 | our - 


_ 


our vealous Brethren the Presbyterians, impatient of 

any conſtraint in affairs of Religion, and pleading for 

the Evengelical Liberty,of our Reformation , for to be- 

lieve nothing , nor uſe any Rites of Ceremonies , but. ax 

each one judged by Scripture to be convenient; they eove- | 
nanted againſt bis Majeſty and Biſhops; and. the Storms | 

*grew to that height, that both Church and Statewere | 
grown'd aimoſiin the Blood of our Reformed Brethren : 

laftly lapk pon our Realm as it is at preſent , the ſymp- 
of diſatisfaftions which you may read and bear in 

the Coffec-Houſes, in publik andprivat Converſations; 
the ſparkles of jealouſres, which appear in onr Land ; 

the Cabals againſt our Government ; the animoſuy of 

devided parties ; the'murmur and complaints of all ; | 

what's all this but the ſmoke of that hidden fire of Zeal, 

. herewith Proteſtants would Force Presbyterians by 

penal Laws, to Profeſs their Tenets, Presbyterians ex- 

claim againſt Proteftancy as againſt Popery ; Quakers 

Judge both to be limbs of Satan; Anabaptiſts Took on all , 

, three, as Children of Perdition ; and no Congregation 

would give Liberty for to Profeſs any Tenets but its own; 

* in ſo much that if you conſider all well, each of our 

Congregations, are as ſevere Tyrants over our judge 

ments and Conſtiences, as Popery was, and ofir Re- þ 

| _ formation comes to be in effelt but an exchange of one Ita= 

lian Pope, for many Engliſh ones : For as in Popery , 

we __ ſubmit our Iudgments to the Pope and Church 

of Rome, or beeſteemed futrid rotten Members; and 

. be ſhut 6f Heavens Gates ; and ſuffer Inquiſitions, 

Perſecutions, Excommunications , and what not ; ſo 

among us, you muſt believe Scripture as Interpreted by 

the Church of England , or you are condemned by them; | 

you muſt believe Scripture as Interpreted by the Presby. { 

terians, or your are accurſed by them ;. you muſt believe * | 

as Anabaptiſts do', or you are damn'd by them ; and / 

not one Congregation among us , but would Root all the | 

others out of the World, if it could ; and we do not ra | 
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 tholſome advice in the ſame plttce, 


that danger whereof S. Paul , Gal. 5. 15. warnsus, 1. © 


we bite and deyour one another, let's take heed , we 


be not conſumed one of another ; $foing us likewiſe's 
how to prevent this 


Evil ; Stand faſt in the Liberty , wherewith Chriſt __ 


. has made us free, and be not entangled again with the 


Yoke 'of Bondage: The World did groan under this 


| heavy YokeinPopery ; wherein eur Rule of Faith, wes 


Scripture as Interpreted 7 the Pope and Church: 
Scripturewas kept from the hand of the flock:: Nd man 
permitted 10 give or believe any Interpretation or ſenſe . 
of it , but what the Pope, Church , and Fathers did 

epprove: Our Reaſon, our Iudgments, our Conſciences 


' were Slaves under this Yoke , untill that God ratſed our 


glorious and bleſſed Reformers Luther , Calvin, Zuin- 
glius, Beza and others : who took a Holy Liberty , and 
gave us all Liberty for the Read and Interpret Scripture: 
#0.believe no. Doftrine , -but what we judged to be true by 


| Scripture : To believe any ſenſe of it , which we judged 


fo he true, tho contrary ro all the World: They took. for 
their Rule of Faith Scripture , and nothing elſe but 
Scripture as .each one of them underſzood it ; this ſame 


Rule of Faith they left tous, and a Holy Freedom and 


Liberty of our In'gments and Conſciences , that any 
man of ſound Indgment may hold, and believe whatever 
ſenſe of it , he thinks to betrue. PE 
his therefore is the ſcope and end of my fſollowi 
Freatiſe ; that , whereas our Rule of Faith, as 1 wilt- 
preve by the unanimous conſent of our whole Reformed 


* Church , is Scripture or Gods Written Word,, - as Inter- 


-preted by each Perſon of ſound Iudgment ; that vwhere- 
as by the Principles of our Reformation , n0 wanis to be 
conſtrained to-believe apy Doftrine againſt bis Indgment 
and Conſcience: ( otherwiſe why were not we lefi in Po _ 
pery) it is impious, tyraunnical, and quite againſs * 
the Spirit of the Reformation, to force ms by Atts of * 


- Parliaments , Deorees of Synods , invellives , aud per- 
A 3 =," +"... £__— 


THE PREFACE. 


ſecutidus of indiſcreet Brethren , to embrace this or that 


Religion ; that every one-ought to be permitted to believe | 


what he pleaſe; if you think Bigamy to be the Doftrine * 
.of Scripture; If you think by Scripture there is one Na= 


. tare and four Perſons in God ; if you think Tranſub= 


ſtantiation.to be true ; if you Indge by Gods Words 
there's neither Purgatory nor Hell ; finally whatever you 
think to be the true Gab of Scripture , you are bound as 
* & true Reformed Child, tobelieveit ; that it Is quite A-. 
gainſt the Spirit of Reformation to cenſure , oppoſe oy 
- Glame the Dofrine or Tenets of any Congregation , or 
of any Doftor of the Reformed Church ; becauſe that 
any DoArine profeſſed by any Chriſtian Congregation, 
whatever ( the Popiſh excepted) or that ever was des 
livercd by any man of good Tudgment of the Reforma- 
. #ion, ſince the beginning of it , untill this day, isas 
zruely and really the Doftrine of the Reformation , as 
the Figurative Preſence or Kings ſupremgey is. Con 
«ſequently- Proteſtants are defervedly to be checkt for pers 
| ſeruting Quakers 3 Quakers , for murmuring againſt 
Presbyterians ; thefe , for their inveltives againſt A- 
nabaptifts and Socinians ; ' All are very good; and 
you may lawfully according the principles of our Refor- 
mation believe them., or deny them. 

This Evangelical Liberty of believing any ings 
which we Judgeto be theſenſe of Scripture, tho all the 
reft of the World ſhould. Judge it to be a Blaſphemy, 
is the moſt diftintive ſign of the Reformation from 


-. Popery ; for Papiſts are the Children of Agar *the 


Slave; they live in Bondage and conſtraint to believe 
any Doftrine, which the Pope and-Church propoſes 
tothem ; and if a learned Man or univerſity ſhould 
"Judge it to%e contrary to Scripture ; he muft ſubmit 
his | FnITE> to that of the' Pope, or be condemn'd 
2s an 'Heretick: In our Reformation, we are the 
Children of Sar the Free ; our Rule of. Faith is Scrip- 


warc as each Parton of ſound Judgfhent in the Church | 
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gand hold our own'ſenſe of Scripture 2. 
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Pope,. Church or Council , we may gainſay them all, 
We enjoy the 
Prerogative of Rational Creatures, we are lead by our 


that of others. We follg 
Paul, Rom. 14. Hewhoeates , let him not deſp 
who does not eat ; and who does not eat., let him not de. 


That's to ſay, he who belicyes , let him not check him 
who does notbelicye., as he docs: -And he who does 
not belicye, let him not blame him who dots believe: 
But let each one believe, or not believe as he thinks. 
beſt in the Lord: This Holy. Liberty and freedom is the 
Spirit of God ; for , 'where the Spirit -of God is , there 


gion, to follow the: foot-ſteps of our firſt renowned 
Reformefs : To enact that- there may be no other 
Rule of Faith , but that which we receiyed from our 
Reformers, and which is-laid down for us in the 3y. 
Articles of the Charch of England - Thatis, Scrip. 
ture as cach one beſt underſtands it , without regard. 
ing the Judgment , Sgnſe, or Interpretation of any 


to ena&t Penal Laws againſt any ſo bold and unchari- 


' table, as to Cenſure or blame the Tenets of any Con. 


-oregation , beit Lutheraniſm, Presbytery, Arianiſm, 
Indaiſm or Paganiſm: Or any Do@rine whatever , 
that any Man of ſound Judgment thinks in his Con. 
ſcience to be the ſenſe and Do&rine of Scripture. | 

Three things make me hope, that this Treatiſe will 


-our. Reformed Church : Firſt , that there is not one 
Author quoted ii this Book , but our own Poftors, 
41 = W., 84 | _ karn» 


owa Reaſon, which God has given us for our con«y, 
du, and arc not like Beaſts, conſtrained to follaw 


the 'Rule given 7s hy. S.. 
ife hin 


is _ » 2Cor. 3. ſayes the great Apoſtle: The 
| Lord inſpire to our Parliament, that now fits upon a 
perfe& and new ſettlement of Goverament and Reli.. - 


but the pure Word of God, as weunlderftandit: . And - 


be welcome to the well inclined and pious Readerof - 


{ underftandsit; if we do nag like the Dodrine of the 


{ ſpiſe him who does eat , for God hath received him: _ 
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"THE PREFACE. 
learned and Godly cr of the Reformation z an 
this 1 obſerve., that my Reader mayknow there's not 
a Jot of'any Dodrine-here but what is of the Reforg,, 
E mation; and .alſo advertiſe our Writers and Schooleg. 
| Men, how much, they diſcredit our Reformed. Church 
| by making fo mnch uſcof Popiſh Doors and Books 
* in their Writings; as if we had not great and learned 
Men of our own; if we look into our Biſhops and! 
Miniſters -Libraries ; we ſhall meet but Bqokscither of 
confeſſedly P apifts., or ftrongly ſuſpeted of Popery; 
* _.and you ſhall hardly mectin any of them, the works: 
” «+ of Luther,, Calvin, Beza, or any. of our own Au- 
> -thors, it you do not-meet ſome-Comedies., or Ro- 
. mances: If you Read our modern Writers , you 

ſhall find their Books t o be tuft with Argumentsſtolen Jj 6 
-” from Stapleton, Peron, Bellarmin , , other Popiſhf x 
- -. Dofors, whereas they ought to takethejr DoArine | , 

- from Luther, Calvin, and our other firſt Reformers,| @; 
Apoſtles raiſed by Gods Heavenly Spirit ; Oracles by 
whoſe Mouths and Pens he delivered the pure and Or- 
thodox Dodrine of the Ghoſpel ; Heavenly Fontains, 
_ from which'we ought to drink the Do&rine of the-Re- 

formation : Therefore , 1 have-made a particular 

ftudy., for the Coinfort of my Reader, not to prq: 

fane this Treatiſe with any quotation of any Popith 
Writer, none but our own Detfors. 

Secondly my Reader will -be pleaſed with this Trea- 

-  tiſe, becauſe I do not oblige him to believe the contents. 

_ ofit +:-if he miflikes any Do@rin'couched in this book, 

let him not bclieye itz what 1 prented is, to maintain his 
libertic for to believe or not believe whathe pleaſe and 
that none can ſay black in his eye, for believing what 
ever he judges to be the ſenſe of Scripture; let all others 
think of it what they will; for, -our Rule of Faith, 
as 1 will prove , being Scripture as each Perſon under- 

'  Nandsit , who can be ſobold asto check you for tea- 
ching and belicying what you underſtand Os to | 

| | ». " Oy? |; 
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THE PREFACE. 
y ? Some Dotrines there are in this Book delivered 
»y Luther, Calvin, Zuinglius, Beze, and others; 


which our Church of England and fomeothers do call 


Blaſphemics, and ſcandalous Tenets; and their irre- 
yercnce and arrogance is run fo farr : As to condemn 


Jthoſe bleſſed Men, forteaching ſuch Tenets, and ſay 
that they ſwerved from the Truth; and had their fraile. 
ics, in ſo much, - that many of us arc aſhamed to own 
grhoſ@&reat Mento have been our Reformers and Tea= 


ders: This jsan impicty altogether inſupportable, it 
cannot be fuffered- with Paticnce , that {ach Apoſtoli. 


cal Men, who were undeniably our firſt Maſters ofthe 


Reformation, ſhould be ſo vilified and abuſed : There- 

fore I do prove, that there's no Do&rine delivered by 
them, but is to be eſteemed and called the Dottrine 
of the Reformationz And can be according the Prin- 


4 ciples of the Reformed Church , believed and taught 


by any Reformed Child: For what is our Rule of 
Faith in the Reformation , but Scripture as each Per= 
ſon of ſound Judgment underſtands it? Conſequent- 
ly what is the Dofrine of the Reformation, - but what 
any Perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands to be of 
Scripture2 Whatever Dodrine therefore, Luther, 
Calvin, or others judged to be of. Scripture: How 
can you deny it to be the Do&rine of the Reformation: 
Oc blame them for teaching and believing it? It you 


{ do not like itz Themoft 5 you can in Juſticedo, 'is 


not to belieye itz But you cannot juſtly ſay its not the 
DoRtrine of. the Reformation, becauſe its Scripture as 
underſtood by Perſons of good Judgment: Nor. can 
you in Fuſtice blame them , or any other for believing 
it , if they like it: For, muſt not we believe , what 
we Judge in our Conſcience to be the Do&rine of * - 
Scripture? * | ' 
Laſtly , my Reader will be pleaſed with the finceri- 


/ 


' ty and plain dealing of this: Treatiſe: As much as we 
are all offended by the diflimulation and double deal- 


ing 


Il  Ininferior Truths. An other will come yet, and fay 


_- THE PREFACE. 
ing of our modern Writers, whoſeaim and ſcope iff** 
the Books they give out ſeems to be nothing elſe, buff" 

- tofay ſome what ,.. whereby they may be thoughtto bg 
no Papiſts, and nothipgis leſs found intheir Writing 
than thepure and orthodox Dofrine of the Reforma 
tion: And whatisto be bemoan'd , that'you'l hardly; 
Ke in the Houſes or Hands of the flock the Works « 

. Tuthey, Calvin , or our other firſt Reformers, they" 
archid frem us, to'keep us in ignorance of the tru 
Reformed Do&rine , and weſec but Brawbal , . Til 
linſon , Teylor, Stillingfleet, Thornd:k, and ſuch 
thrs., whoſe Do&rine is neither Popery , nor of the 
Reformation, but anew compound of both, they de 
fo mangle the Queſtionscontroverted with their Scha. 
laſtical ſubtilitics and diftinQions, as it they were aj ®' 
ſhamed toown openly our Tenets, and did enideayour 

- to get the Opinion of moderate ſober Men with theſ 

Papiſts by drawing as near as thgir Intereſt can permit 

them, to their Dorine. Askfthem, if we be oj 

* bliged to believe the Dodrine and ſenſe of Scripture, j 

delivered by a general Council ? Our firſt Reſormers| 

rclolyed roundly that weare not: Nay Luther , ſayes |} 
exprelly we are bound to gainfay , and work againſt 
the Decrees of any Conncil: But our modern DoRors 

_ anſwer with a pretty diftinftion , There's « civil obli- 

' ation , quoth one ,- but no. obligation in Conſcience 5 

There's an obligation in Conſcience, ſayesan other, pro= 

vided you do not believe they are infallible: You may 

believe they are infallible objeftively or terwinatively , 

fayes an other: Bus not ſubjeftively: They are infal. 

' lible in Fundamental points, ſayes an other , but not 


— 


they are abſolutely infallible in all Articles, and thus 
by lietle and little , the Papifts gain ground againſt us, 
- and the Juſtre of our Reformation is Clouded by the 
cowardlineſs, or inſincerity, or Hypocriſic of our 
modern Teachers. 1 Kings 18. Hovv long halt - 
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THE PREFACE, 
etween two Opinions? If the Lord be God, follow 
bim: But if Baal, then follow him: Luther, Cele - 
vin, Beza, and our other firſt Reformers were rai- 


Wcd by Gad toteach us the purity of the Ghoſpel : 'Let 
Jus not be aſhamed to follow their Doctrine : To 


Speak; Preach, and Believe as they did: Theres 
ore, I do propoſe their Do&rine in this Treatiſe in 
its native Colours, that if you like it , you may be- 


MWieveit, and if any be ſo bold as to ſay you believe 


-; falls or ſcandalous DoQrine, you muſt anſwer : Its 

tbe Doctrine of the Reformation, becauſe its Scrip- 

ture as underſtood by Perſons of Judgment , and the = 
Joreateſt Oracles we had: And if you do not likeit, 
$you may deny it, but beware neyer to blame or check 

..f any other for believing it: This is the Holy Liberty. 

ai of the GHOSPEL andofour Primitive REFOR- 
4 MATION. ee ES | | 
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ih a new Reli- 


: any other Congregation, ) and deny the Teners of all 
! ethers, what difference betwixt meand a Papiſt inthe 
! Ele&tion of my Religion 2 For the Papiſt's Religion 
: muſt be no other, but Scripture as Interpreted by the 
| Pope and Councils; my.Religion muft be Scripture as * 
; Interpreted: by the Lutheran Church , and no other 
; my Judgment and Conſcience therefore is as much 
; conſtrained' as that of the Papiſt 3; and our ſeparation 
! from Popery will come to be but an exchange of ane 
. | Slavery far another ; in #har , our Julgments.and 
! Conſciences-were' Slaves to the Pope and Councils; in 
1 this, weare Slayes to the Lutheran Church: - We be. 
| ancaRetormation by —_ ; of the Yoke of Papery 
B73 on 


\ 


- 


from our Judgments » and leaving them free for to be: | 
lieve Scripture aswith the afliſtance vf Gods Spirit] 
cach one beſt underſtands it ; and.if.we. will continue} * 
a Reformatian,':we'mult trot ſubmitagain 6ar Jud} | 
ments to any other , but retain that bleſſed Liberty weg : 
recovered for to believe the Tenets of any Congreegatis) | 
| 
| 
| 


on.” I confeſs this Liberty is'not allowed.by apy one! 
particular Congregation, as you obſerve; but you! 
muſt alſ>grant me, that itsallowed and taken by the 
whole Body , of the'Retornjation, for in-this whole | 
Body , as it comprehends Proteſiants, Lutheyans , 
Presbyterians, &c. One Congregation belicyes what . 
the other denyes, and in any of them a man may live# - 
with a ſafe Conſcience ( which you will not deny; )} 
' therefore any man has fullLiberty tor to believe or deny # | 
with a ſafe. Conſcience the Tenets-of any Conpregati«! . 
ons Henceit follows, (andto my gvief I: ſpeak it; 
that no particular Congregation, boar of Bygland,.Þ | 
France, or Germaiy,, hasthetruc Spiritof the Reforsy | 
mation, . in doring ſo much upon their particular Te«$ | 
nets , - as to think they cannot beas well denyed,, as be-? 
lieved; and in-looking:upon them withſb paſſionate , 
eyes ,' asto cenſure, cheek' and force others to >| 


them | - You ſhall (ce by this diſcourſe, "that the' true} , 
Spirit of the Reformation is not inany one particular , 
Congregation ſeparatlytaken from the reſt ;-.for each} 

particular Congregation conftrains as much asit joperr . 
all People to bclieve its: own Tenets 2 'Proteſtancy'} , 
would have us'all 'to' be Pedtcftants, and would root # t 
Lutherans out of the World as well as' Popery ; Lythe=| , 
ns would, if they could, ' draw-all. to their'own'} x 
Net; Preibytery eſtcemsit ſelf to be'the beſt of all, | ( 
and wouldcruſh Proteſtancy if it could : This then is} , 
the Spitit of cacli particular Congregation ,"a limiting, | , 
confining Spirit to-fome- particular Tenets with an ex-# | 
cluſion of all others ;- but ſook on the'wholeBodyof | 
our Reformation, - 45 it indudcs all Reformed Come. 


+ 


| (3) 

| 4 _ { pregations diſtin. frqm,Popery.; there is a Holy,cu - 
to be. _— of io and "4 ty Bok bo cither TE 
BIAS Preghyeerians 5; Proteſtants, ang any thing but Popery, 
Hnuey nd whateycr any Congregation may ſay of an other , 
Judgs| but all unanimouſly agree that the Spirit of the Lord 
'Y VEL isinthe whole Body of, the Reformation ;. ſince there« 
*BAU'L fore thatin this whole Body, there is a latitude and Li- | 
y oney berty torto Profels divers and oppolite 'Þenets, and 
FOUL that each. Tenet isbelicyed by one, and denied by o- 
y teY therss1we mult grant thavthis Holy Liberty forto be- 

aſe 


(POICK lieve grdeny.any Tents we pleaſe, is the truc- Spirit 
= , b our Holy Reformation. EO” -o 
wary -;-Its not-rherefare to! be wiſht, as.you do',. that 1 


f1YS? ſhould ſtick:to any one particular Congregation or Te- 
yh )7 pers; for ſuch areſtriction.is meer Papery ;. and, your 
nes | bemoaning the multiplicity of. our Congregations is 
OS 
its) 
md ,. 
efore 
 Te-$ Chriſt, there aremanymanſions, Joan. 14.25. * 
s be-" , Iſpgel..., By your diſcourſe you.ſcem to allow thas 
NatE? we may with a ſafe Conſcience change Religions ag 
ive) oftenas we pleaſe. and beto day a Proteſtens,. to mor- 
rue| row a Latheran, next day a Presbyterian, and ſo run 
ular} gyer all. MODES. ou; 3 RN 2 os 
—_ Iſaac. - 1 know. you will be ſtartl'dat my anſwer , 
an,'? for Iam not Ignorant thatall men apprebended it to be 
_—_ abſurdta change and run oyer ſo many Religions; bus. 
Ot? truth muſt be declared, though it may ſeem a ſcandal ta. 
the) ;heTews; and a folly to the Gentils:- \ Its therefore the 
Wl! Dodrine of the Reformation that we may with ſafe, 
all, | Conſcience be to day; Proteſtants, to morrow Luthe- 
niSy rqns; in" France Hugonots, in Hungary Antitrinite= 
mg | rians, inPoland Sociniens; andin London of any Re= 
cx-? ligion but. Popery.. | 1 x, 

yof! _ 1ſmael..:: For ſhame. you fouly impoſe upon the Re- 
ons £ iS ; ; ie B 2 y OC- 


' prafapc;ant] Popiſh: - No, - its a bleſſing of the Lori 
as our Reformation; for. which we ſhall neyer fufe _ 
ficiently.thapk him, that we ſce it divided into fo many 
Gadly. branches. 1#. the Houſe of my. Father , ſai 


- RF 
formation ; there's not any Congrega 
ſuch a ſcandalous and abſurd 'Doerine. 

Tſaac. * By your fayour,' Tlove the Reformation'a: 


tion that teach 


, 
H& 1 


" 


as. 
Jin! 
Jhe! 


the Apple of my Eye, atid will neyer yield'to any infltro 
/ my Zcal forits honourand Dodtrinez I ainſo farfrom#bu 


impcling upon it., that I will eyidence your error in 


denying this to be its Do&rine , and it will appear that; 
whoeyer wlll deay'it to be very Jawfnlto change Reli-# 
ons as time and occafion'requires, muſt renounce? 
e beſt and Fundamental Principles of our Reforma: 
piouſly condemn che praQtiſe of on; Ju 


j 


_ tion, andmultim 
firſt Reformers: 


Iſmael: How will you make it out that this Doe fa 
trine is grounded upon the Fiindamental Principles of 
ar Reformation z whercasthere is notone-Congrega-# 


_"tionof ours, 'but abhors it Vt #2 

 Tſaac; Sir , You inay well perteive by the tenor 
my diſcours, that 'T am piouſly and charitablyjealouy 
with each particular Congregation , and that my drife 
ts to ſhew thateach of them , -none excepted, ſwerves 


© « 


from and Trangrefles againſt the true Spirit , and ſolid! 
ac} Wt 


Prineiples of the Reformation , as will further appe 
in this difcotr.'7 5097604 b3 6 niw a7 et 
Its uncoriteſtedly trac thatthe Rule'of Faith of 


the 
Reformation , ' is'Scriptare as the humble! of Heart ie 
fiſted with the Spirit of the Lord underſtands it ; for'# 


Lutherans will neyer admit their Rule of Faith to be 
Scripture as Interpreted by the Church of England ,' 
but as Interpreted by themſelves; nor will Zngland ad-! 
. mit Scripture to, be their Rule of Faith as itis Inter-! 
preted by the Presbyterians ; but as Interpreted by the! 
Church of England : So that the DoQrine 'of each! 
Congregation is but Scripture, #8 Interpreted by them,” 
and whereas all theſe Congregations joyntly compoſg 
the whole Body of the Reformation,- and each Con-' 
oregation is truly a member of the Reformation. ; the 
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Doctrine of the Reformation comes to be Scripture , 
_ Iv | as 


OVC 


EY, - * X k 

: ; a4, % 
4 4 «  &+ . 
* + 


ches ascach Congregation, and Perſon of ſaund-Judgment 
'. Jin the Reformation, ( ſayesthe Church of England in 
\asJher 39. Articles) Interprets it. . This beingan uncon= 
 inf]trouledtruth,; what Man of ;cyer ſo ſounda Judgment, 
m#bur'fay,Readre day: Scripture, as Interpreted by.the 
in? Lntberan; Ghurch , and. Judge in his Conſcience that 
{Interpretation and Doftrine to be true:-  Conſequent-+ 


© 3 the DoQine or Princjples of the-Reformation ? , Does 
hefhe forſake thee Reformatian z., becauſe, he, forfakes Lu- 
1theraniſm: toc. '6df[niniſm 3; No. ſure; for Calviniſm is: 
or'}as much of; thaſReformation as the ather ; Is not Pro. 
be} teſtancy an-mhutyhythe; DoRtrine of the, Reformation as 
d , i Presbytery?? tho he changes.therefore one tor the 0+ 
d-jther, he ſtill holds the Dedtrine of the Reformation s 
r-j Is not the Dottrine of the Reformation Seripture, not 
he! as Proteſtants only , :or Pre5byterians only Interpret it, 
ch} but as any Copgregation or Man, of, found Judgment 
n,fholds it ? - It is therefore evident that according. the 
{ef Dofrine and Principles of the Reformation. , he may 
n- with a ſafe Conſcience change. Religions, and be to 
he | day of one, to morrow of an other, untill he runs all 
e > | over, Pgint me out any Congregation , (the obſti- _ 

o& ES - | nate 
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(6) 
nate Papiſts excepted, ) who will datefay , I cannotffo 
live with a ſafe Cor.ſcience in any other CongregationÞr 
but init ſelf; all other Congregations will laugh at ir;Þ 
Why then may'not 1 lawtally t6rſake any CongregaJM 

_ tion, andpaſsto another? "And beirl Englanda Prof, 
teſtant-; in Germany a Lutherad, in #1ngary' an. An 
titrinitarian or Socinian. - '' - 4 ML 

Iſmael. 165 againſt the grain of Mans reaſon to be.jyri 
lieve that we can with a ſafe Conſcience change Reli-ſn 
ions, 'asyouſay: If you bea Proteftant, and yougLy 
Fudge ito be the true Religionz you arc bound co ſtickſhe 
tOit, and never to changeit. - - is For 


q | 


ther Books: of Arizns, Socinians , &c. and do theſtion 
like? Have not we many examples of this in our beſt of « 
and moſt renowned Reformers ? Did. not OchinusÞthat 
#hat great light (ayes B. Bale) in ir hoſe preſence 
England wes happy , reading Scripruze Judge the _ *s 
GL | or}: b 


3 
nnotFormationto be better then Popery, and of zCapuchin 
ationÞryar became*a Reformed, -after-ſome Years reading 
at it;Þcripture , he Judged Indaiſm to be better than the 
regadMetformation and became®a Jew: - Did riot Martin 
ProWucer , one of .our firſt Reformers .of 'Eugland and 
. An{Compoſers of our Lyturgy ,. reading Scripture , judge 
K©Lutheraniſm to be better than Popery , and of a. Dowi-: 
) be-rican Fryar, became a: Lutheran? | 'Soon- aſter read- 
Reli-fing Scripture, he judged Zuinglieniſm to be better than 
youjfLntheraniſm , and becamea Zuznglian; not long after 
tickſhe became a Lutheran again as hg Confeſles, a-and 
Forſook: Lutheraniſen the ſecond time, and returned 
uldfapain to Zuinglianiſm, as Skluſſerlayes. b Didnot 
ſfang}Craumer -one of our firſt Reformersalſo of England, 
hiſdand Compoſers of the 39. Articles, a Wiſc and Re. 
| hefligious Mak profeſs Popery in Henry the VIII. time, 
s tofand Compoſe a Book in-defence of Real preſence; then 
ſesfin Edward the VI. time upon-better conſideration-he 
harſprofefled Zxinglianiſm, and Writa Book againſt Read 
inſipreſence;; ' then againin Queen Mary's Raign , bein 
in-JScntenc'dto Death , he declared for Popery, but ſcing 
t a#hisrcecantation could not preſerye his Lite , he renoun. 
In«jced Popery and Dyeda Zuinglian. I wouldtyreyour 
hatfPatience in reading, and mindin relating the number 
 a-Fof our prime”, and moſt. renowned as well firſt Refor. 
an{mers, as Learned DoQors, who without any. ſcruple 
ksfchanged ſeveral times their Religions; ' por-in the Prin. 
nkjciples of our Reformation ought they to be blamed: 
otfFor whereas our Rule of Faith is Scripture, as with the 
kejaſliſtance of Gods Spirit we underſtand it., who doubts 
ſt}but we may today Judge fincercly Luther's ſenſe of ir 
o»fjto betruc, to morrow we may read with more atten= 
hejtion and Judge rius his ſenſe to be true; next day.that 
tiof Calnuiz, andſo of the reſt: And do not think but, 
i5]that we have in Engiaud many Abcttors of this Doc, 
. ; trine 


(8 | : 
eo! ' a Epift. ad Noremb. & in Comment, it Fe, 6. & 16+ Matte 
(=j* b Theel, Calvin, 1,3. fol,70, | 


£03 | 
trine*;- Alas ! how-many-Bifhops,: Deansand rich Pat, + 
_ 'fons:do we know and'have we: known, ;. who wer: 
Zealous Presbyterians and declated Enemies of :Protey * 
ftancy in our Gracious SovEraign's exile, and no ſoonethnd 
was hereftored:, and had Biſhop-Ricksand EcclefialtiSe'l 
caldignities to-be given;,' but: they.. became iff ProteY 3 
Nants: © 08 7 oo nn fhring og o; aning: + Min 
Obſerye+the Uifference betwixt.the Papiſts, and us Fre 
if of a Papiſt you become of any other Congregationou 
the-Popiſh Church Excommunicates you', thou ang. 1 
laoktupon as'an Heretick, and *Apoſtate, a ftray's, 
Sheep; they will not admit youto their Communiog 
or -Liturgy ;” nay could they. wal avoid: you, -:they 
would never admit you to their Company ; , and why! 
Becauſe they are fondly perſwaded their own is the ons 
ly true Religion , and all others to. be Synagogues of 
Satay -and it anyof us will become a Papiſt, he muſthng 
firſt abjure his former Profeſſion: Bur it of a Protech 
ftarit you ſhould become a Presbyteriat , a Lutheran; 
Quaker or of any otherof our Socieries, you are never 
looked upon to be jotthe worſe for it; 'we are not ak 
white ſcandalized at ſuch changes, which wedaily-ſee; 
and it is arr unſpeakable Bleſſing with what accord , 
Unity , and Charity, you may ſceat our Lyturgy. andhe 
Communion the'Proteſtanr;,* Presbyteriam,' Anabapsh 
tiſt , Socinian and Hugenot ,' all prayfingthe Lord in 
one Congregation'in ouriChurches'; none-bid out 
the Church , none Excommunicated , noprevious/abe| 
© Juration required of their: fornier Teners , 2 and there's 0: 
nothing more frequent among us thento goto the Pro-fjor 
teſtant Liturgy in the morning, in the evening-to thefvir 
Presbyterian , eſpecially if our Intereft ox :convenience7Tr/ 
requires it: Can there be.a-more: convincing proofſ«! 
tharweeſteem it all ahke-what Religion and Fenets weſof! 
profeſs ? -Leta-Lutheran voto France; Alas!. Hee'libe 
never ſtick to goto the Hugoners meeting and ſervice ; 
let a Protcſtam ga to Germany, he'l go as cheerfully | © 
fs, to} 


| (9) 
Go the Lather an Church , as in England to the Prote- 
Mant: - Let a Hugonot or Presbyterian go to H; | 
pr Poland, he is welcome to the AnrittinitaNihys., 
{nd Sociniens ; and when any of thera returns home 
|c'l beas before. = bis SE Th «? 
Iſmael. But can you prove this Dofrine by the Te- 
timony of any of our Synods? - Did any-teach that 
HS ye may with a ſafe Conſcience change our Religion 'as 
10NFoufſay 2 0 | 
ts Tfjaxc. Yes I can : The Synod of Chartnton in 
{France., held about the Year 1634. expreſly-ſaycs, 
at for your Salvation its all. alike whether you bea 
thefTalviniſt, Lutheran, or of any other Congregation 
by tþf the Reformed , becauſcſayes this Venerable Synod, 
- ONeShey all agree in Fandamentel points , and the Luthe-. 
'S Offans: have: nothing of Superſlition or Idolatry in their. 
nulignenmer of (Divine. Wex/bip.::. Change then ag often a8 
oteou:tift 5 bea[Lutheran;, be a Presbytcrian , be an 
an;{Anabaprift , by the mouthoof this'Syriod you are aſus. | 
everged' you't never miſs to hit right. And 1 pray can any 
Ot aÞynod of our times have more Authority in point of 
ſcejfÞDetrinethan Luther our firſt Reformer, a man cx- 
rd ;$raordinavily;raiſed by God:, (ſayes'the Synod of Che-. 
and$entox., ) and repleniſht: with this Spirir for to repair 
ap>{the ruins-of his Church . He: teaches © the Elevation: 
| infof the Sacrament is Idolatry'; yet he did: prattife it and- 
t offcommanded it ſhould be prafifed inthe Church of Wit- 
ad-tetnberg to ſpite the Devil Carolſtadius: Giving you 
e'stounderſtand that for juſt reaſons, you may teach-now 
ro-Jone Religion, now another. " Zuinglinr, alſo whoſe 
hefvirtus and learning is known tothe World, ſayes, d 
ce;That God inſpired him to Preach what Dofrine was ſui- 
offfable to the times ; which as it often changes, you may 
vefoftcn change your Dofrine: And confider you if it 
e'{{bc not therefore that Chriſt our Lord ſayes his Yoke is 
poll £050; uw + hs - ſweet, 
ly] 'c inparva Confeſ; Germ,” fol.' 55. & in Colleg. fol.110; 
to; d To, 2. fol. 202. | 


('10 ) 
eet;, and his burden is light ;; (that is.-Religion ;þ. k 
xecaule weican withdraw our Necks from it { as tiny - 
_ andjaſtreaſoniequires. ' 2 2 1oH 0. 2Þ 5 
:Iſmael:Couldyou give me aty Synod of the Chard 8 
of England which delivers this Do&rine , you woul, 
go'hcar hand to convince me; 'for, om pq wa _ 
lar Doors ſould have taught or pradtifed.it, docs nd el 
proveit to bethe DoErine of the Retorwation..... - $ 
Iſaac. And what greater Authority has a Synad: off | 7 
England, for to provea Dofrine to be- of the Retory; x 
mation:, 'thana Synod of Frence which L;have. prog 1 
duced? Orthan Luther and' Zaingliur our firft-Reg 
formers, inſpired by God, to teach us the purity £ _ 
the Ghoſpel?-'i-Wasit not from-Zuther and Zuingliusg, -. 
that. England: received the. Dofrine of the Reformafe : 
tion? Andif-Zygland be: ſo bold astofay theyicrrelf. 
i this; what affitratice ear.we bave ,” butthat they eg. 
red in the reſt? "Bit ſince nothing wilkpleaſe you bui 
. a:Synod of England, your ſhall: have: not 'one;,  buiff 
many. Can therg be any Synod in: England of ſo great 
Authority as our wiſe and prudent Parliamencs ? Rea 
our Chronicles and you'] find , that in few Years time 
they changed and eſtabliſhed differcht Religions: by pug} .. 
blick Acts of Parliament: In Henry theVIIL. Reignk._. 
they voted for Popery', and made As and Statutes a- 
gainſt the Reformation ; In Zdward the 6..time: they 
baniſht Popery and voted for Zuinglianiſm; In Queenf 
Mary's they pull'd down this, and ſet up Popery again; 
In Queen Elizabeths, they decryed this, and ſetup} 
not Zuinglianiſm., but Poteſtancy ;'-in the midſt of 
Reign ,' they'poliſht this, and added ſome new per.. 
feftions to it”; In King Iames and\ſucceeding -Kings 
times, Proteſtancy.isof a different ſtamp from that of | 
Queen Elizabeths: Hear Dove in his Exhort: Tothe Þ,. 
Engliſh Recuſants , An. 1603. Pag. 31, Henry the '$.h _ 
had his Lyturg y which was-very good: Edward thes. | 
condemned it , .and broxght in an other compoſed. by Pe- þ 
| £454 .  v:00TY 


(rr) 
Ng er Martir and Bucer 11 In Elizabeths time, that was 
any ondemmed , -a1d.an other apfiroved', andis: the middle 
"pf het>Reign, her Liturgy was alſo miſliked,, and anew 
_ \Pneingroduced., meare ſo wanton thai nothing will cons 
nt 85 but Novelties. Tis 
# Iſmael, Dove does not commend this Do&trine;,: 
"Yor he callesthat ſrequent exchange of Religion. Wax- 
4, fonne(s ; andlove of Novelty. | i! "ui 
for: Iſaac. - Its'no great watter.what he ſayes of it my 
rift. is but. to: convince you that*this is the Dofrine , 
? and practiſe of the beſt Member of our Reformation ;; 
 £vcnol Englend , and if you be'convinc't its the Docs: 
' give of the Reformation : - You'caunot deny but that 
" "Fit is. g00d. Doctrine,:: If Dove'calles it Wantonneſs | 
mats. Paul, Epheſ.. 4, 22. Coloſſc: 3. 9. ani Rom.'6,\65 
m omniends it ; and exhorts-us to put ofitheold Man 
gs yith.its deeds, (that's Popery with its Ceremonies ,Y 
+ Sand put on the new Man, ( that's the Reformation ) 
'Fyhere- there's neither Greek nor lew, Circumciſion , 
mor Incircumciſion, Parbarian ,. or Scythian, Bound 
Jor Free, but Chriſti all, andinall: That'sto fay ; 
| here there's no diftin&ion of: Proteſtants or Presby= 
PUR erians ;\Socinians, or Arians z-its'all one which Re= 
igion your profeſs. - + 6 Fro 4/55 = 
 1ſmadl.: But:is there no Tenet of Religion which 
we are allindiſpenſably obliged to hold ? | 
| rſacc. Yes there is, and no more but one: We 
re bound:to> have Faithin Jeſus Chriſt ; Son of God , 
"Phend Saviour: of the: World, © This is ithe ſubſtance. of 
Thriſtian Religion ; be an Arian'; be a Presbyterian , 
de a Socinian 'or what you pleaſe; 'be alſo plung'd to 
on your cars in Wickedneſs of Life, 'and manners, ſo 
Ol ou have Faith in Teſus Chrift., Son of Gad,, and Re- 
kdcemer of the World, and livein- Charity, you will 
vea-Member of the true Church, and be ſaved. Do 
uot irgagine this is any new Dofrine jnvented by me ; 


2 ſearch the vulgar fart of gur Reforuged Brethren , you 


tic 


: 


- 


(-2> } [ 
fhall get 1honſands of this Opinion in bar | Realmjſel 
ſearch the Books of our learned Do@ors, you-ſhafſ® 
find it inthem alſo. Door Morin , 'in his mach a 


ac 
plauded Book , dedicated to Quecn Elraberh ;-- fofff 
which he deſerved a Biſhop-rick,, efayes: The Art: 
Lburch is to be eſteemed a irue Church, becauſe they hol 
the true ſubſtance of Chriſtian Religion , which is Fai 
is Jeſus Chriſt , Sor of Ged, ard Redeemer of thi 
World: Andagaininthefame. place, JE: 4. who 
Tittle, is, Hereticks «re Members of the Church, WY 
fayes, whoſoever beftever in Jeſus Chrift , though | 
wickedneſs of Life, or Here(tein Doftrine , Kay b 
err in Datirize, they are ſtill :rxe Members of the Church 
Thercforc our learned: f Fox', g Doctor Field , anf{{ul 
Yhiricus ,, ſay the: Greck Church , notwithſtandi 
their error in denying the Proceſſion of the H. Ghc 
fromthe Son , afc holy Meinbers of: the true Church 
\ becauſe they have Faith in;Jeſus Chriſt. b- | 
| Iſmael. Sure you will not fay this Do@trine is 
the Reformation or can be ſafely believed. * s 3 
- Tſaxc. 1do admirehow you can doubt of it, a 
thatit may be believed : For-what is the Dofrincd 
the Reformation but as we have ſaid inour PtinciplesſF 
Scripture as Interpreted by any Man of found Judp 
ment inthe Church ? - And were tot Do@or Mor:onffor 
Fox, Field , and llliricus, Mcht of ſound Judgmeni|C! 
"eminent learning , and Godlineſs? 1f therefore thiPa! 
be Scripture as Interpreted by them, bow can you denfthe 
imo be the Dofrine of: the Reformation? + Wert 
. Iſmael... And what Jeſus Chriſt are we obliged: iffſcc: 
believe in ? For Jeſus Chriſt as believed by the ArianjOp 
Socinians , Luther and Calvin, is far different frogjupc 
Jeſus Chrift,, / as commonly believed by the Protcftanſunr 
ad Fopiſh Church ,:-we bclicyc.in Jeſus Chriſt theSgwit 
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ef God, of onc and the ſame ſubſtance and natare 
with the Facher ; they believe ina Jeſus Chriſt, . Son 
Hof God , but of a diſtin and different nature and ſub- 
--:\fRtance from the Father. 
ll Iſaac. Piſh! That's but a nicety ; believe whas 
you pleaſe, and what you underſtand by Scripture te 
true and haye Charity. 
if 7ſmael. 1 confeſs you have puzzled, but yet not 
hoftwholy convinced me ; were I but perſwaded that what 
you have diſcourſcd is truly the Doftrine of the Refor- 
mation , I would cheerfully embrace it, and I will be 
better informed by your ſelf, but not tire your Patience: 
ny _ meet again and purſue our Diſcours ugon this 
Hubjca, | 


Je $0.4 04 0::00.02004 
$4422$2/22 655: 


IL DIALOGUE... 


Inc « ; | 

ole IFSMAEL. Refleing in my ſolitude upon your laft 
dog. diſcours, I find it bottom'd.upon a fals Principle ; 
-:ogffor you ſuppoſe that what cycr Dorine is of Luther, 
1entCalvin, or any of our Learned Doors, Synods, 
- thiParliaments,, or Congregations , is the Dofrine of 
denfthe Reformation, and may without any more proof or 
+ (cruple be believed by any Reformed Child ; who but 
4 ces thisis ridiculous , to faſten the DoQtrine and abſurd: 
janfOpinions of each particular Door , or Congregation 
frogupon the whole Body: This is the uncharitable and 
tanfunreaſonable art of the Papiſts , who keep a great coyl 
Sgwith ſome exorbitant Opinionsof Luther and Calvin , 
and would perſwade their Profelites , they are the Te- 
;Jncts of the Reformation; whereas the Ketformatiom 
 Faiſclaims thoſe Opinions as _—_— the Pope _ 
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Andthey do not, poor People, obſerve how man 
abſurd and ſcandalous Dofrines we meet in their C 
-ſaifts and Divines, which-when we reproach thei 
with , they anſwer, its not the Dofrine of their Church 
$ut of ſome particulay Dofors; asit we might not wit 
ns much Jufticeas they , anfwer the ſame, 

Iſaac. Your refleion is good , and my diſcou 
will fall ro ground' if I do not proye that Principle 
which will be no hard task: Let usimagine wear} 
hereafull Synod of Proteſtants, Presbyierians, Hu 
gonots, Lutherans, Antitrinitarians, Anabaptiſis, c 
:Dnakers ,' and of all andeach of our Congregations}? 
Bur Reformation is not any. of theſe Congregation 
with an excluſion of the reſt ; but all of them jointly; 
for whatſoever Congregation would fay it (clf alone is 
the Reformation , -: no other, would be hiſgd at 
by the reſt ; and an & becauſe that our Reformation 
imports two points cfſcntially :- Firſt a Profeflion of 
Chriſtianity, according the Rule of the Word of God 
and a deteſtation or abjuration of Popiſh Errors ; -and 
none of theſe Congregations but does both. . 

Tſmael. 1 know ſome of theſe, Phariſee like, de- 
fpifc others , and look upon them , not as Reformed; 
but asputrid ngembers; but the Lord forbid I ſhouk 
be fo devoid of Charity ; I ſee no juſt challenge a 
can haycto the Title of Reformation , which all have 
not. | $2 W—__ 
: Tſaae. Letusaxk this Synod by what Rule of Faith|*** 
does the Reformation walk > What muſt a Man be- by 
lieve for to bea true Reformed? Proteſtants will ſay , of 
that Scripture and 'Apoſtolical Tradition ; but Prote- bi 
Rants ſay 'of Papiſts ; and Presbyterians and Anabaps| , 
tiſts ſay of Proteſtants ;' that-many humane laventions 44 
arcovtrudeduponus as Apoſtolical Traditions ; that], | 
| wehave noway-todiſcern the one from the other , and "os 
conſequently Tradition, as'being an unknownthingſp, | 
unto'us, carmotbcourRule: Others will ſay , that F 
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I Scripture and the indubitable conſequences out of. it ,. 
is our Rule, all will grant this: But then entersthe 
nl Controverſie , if the conſequences of Lutherans be 
ſuch, and if the conſequences of Presbyteriens be in- 
dubitable out of Scripture, and cach Congregatiog 
will; fay that their peculiar Tenets arc indubitable con-, 
ſequencesout of Scripture, and the reſt muſt allow it 
to be true, ordeny ſuch a Congregation'to be of the 
| Reformation : Others will S that Scripture , and 
Tthc four firſt General Councils , with the Apoſtles and 
84thanaſius's Creeds are our Rule of Fafth z but moſt 
of the Aſſembly will no mare admit the four firſt, than 
Ftbe ſubſequent Councils, nor Athanaſius his Creed , 
1y {| more than that of Trene ; nor will the Quakers, Soct- 
Tf ans, and others value the Apoſtles Creed. | 
| But there is none of all the Aſſembly , who will not 
Fadmit Scripture , that's the pure written word of God, 
to be a ſacred and full Rule of Faith, becauſe its reple- 
{{[=iſhe with Divine light and all Heavenly inftruRion ne- 
wcefſary for onr Salvation: And ſuchasadd,. as a part 
fof our Rule of Faith, the Apoftles or Athanaſtus his 
Creeds, or the four firſt G:neral Councils, they will 
-q J<ovfels that all they contain, is expreſſed in Gods writ- 
ten Word, and are but a plainer, or more diſtin& 
' expreſſion or declaration of the Contents of | Scrip.. 
N\Iture. | | | 
| Tſmael. Truly I muſt grant you this, thar I have 
"mY been often preſent at ſeveral diſcourſes of Proteſtants 
we with Papiſts, and neyer yet could Lhear a Proteſtane- 
\, | make Councils, Tradition, or any thing elſe, the Teſt 
) ?fof their diſcourſe but only Scripture;' not but that 
C1could hear them fay and pretend in their diſcouffeÞ that 
= Apoſtolical Tradition , and the four firſt Gouncils were 
”- for them againſt Popery ; but Mill their main ſtrength 
Uland ultimate refuge was Scripture; for whenever they 
[harp upon that ſtring of Tradition and Councils, the 
's Papiſts are viſibly too hard the them , and then they 
"att 2 . 


rip-| run 
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ymun to Scripture , than which there is no plus altrepn 
I have beenalſo often at ſeveral diſcourſes-betwixt Proto 
- teſtants, Presbyteriansand our Brethren of other Con-$n? 
gregations, and baye obſerved that the Proteftant;to 
fo to defend his Liturgy , Rites, and Ceremonies offc 
the Church of England , and her Epiſcopacy againſ{Þe« 
the others, could never defend himfelf by ScriptureÞhe 
alone, and placed his main ftrength againft them inÞÞa' 
Tradition , Primitive Councils , and ancient Fathers nc! 
all which the others reje&ted and reproached the Prote. yall 
tant with Popery \, for making aſe-of that Weapon zſiea« 
that if thy would ſtick to thoſc Principle as their Rule . 
- of Faith, they muſt admit many Tenets of Popery,Par 
which they diſavow ; that — but Scripture is a5 
ſufficient warrant and Rule of Faith: And 1] find bythe 
all I could ever well underſtand , that its the Generalf - 
apprehenſion and belief of all the Reformation , thatſÞune 
Scripture abundantly contains all we are obliged to be-fot 
\ eve, andis our ſole and adequat Rule of Faith , andfjof 
- thatour recoursto Tradition , Councils, Fathers, &c,$#1« 
are but ſhifts of ſome of our Doors, who being Now 
pluſt in their particular engagements, and Sophiſtries, Is 
patch the incoherency of their diſcours with theſe raggÞt at 
of Popery. | | | , for 
- Tſaac. I commend your ingenuity , but not thatfDo 
heat whick tranſports' you to check our Doors, forftru 
their gloſſes and particular DoErines upor, Scripture ,yo1 
which, as the Manna relifht of all ſorts of Viuals,fjma 
which the Eater fancied ,* admits ſevera] ſenſes accord. 1 
ing the different Spirits and meaſure of light that Godſjtrin 
givesto the Reader, and it is undoubtedly the Spiritjof”: 
of the Reformation to follow what ſenſe of it he likes}tict 
beft', and not to check others for following this or thatfſur 
as they pleaſe : I utherans, Proteſtants, Presbyterians,| i; 
&c. have all for their Rule of Faith Scripture , whichſthe 
each of them Interprets in a different ſenſe ; Luther} mo 
for the Real, Proteſtants for the Figurative hs 
| ; r0» 


T7") 

. "Proteſtants for Epiſcopacy ; Presbyterians-againſt it ; 
ltreandfo of others: And tho cach efteems his own ſenſe 
Proo bethe beft , yet none, is ſo bold as to ſay the others 
Zot-Wmay not be ſaved in their own ſenſe of it , or deny them 
ant;{o be true Children of. the Reformation ; nay that Ve- 
s of erable Synod of Charenton, as I quoted above, has 
infffdeclared that the Lutherans, tho oppoſite to them in 
-ureSheir chief Tenets, are their beloved Brethren, and 
n infſÞave nothing Idolatrous or Superſtitious in their man- 
ers,cr of Diyine Worſhip: The Fundamental reaſon of 
ote. fall this is, that our Rule of Faith, is but Scripture, as 
on zieach Perſon of ſound Judgment underſtandsit, -_ 
ule 7/mael. I grant all your diſcours as to this particu- 
TY #ars5 for its certain , Lutherans will not admit Scripture 
isaFas Interpreted by Proteſtants, but as Interpreted by 
| bygthemſelyes ; and fo of cach other Congregation. 


eral Tſagr. If you admit our Rule is Scripture ascach 


thathunderſtandsit ; then you muft grant that our Dofrine 
besfof the Reformation, is whatever Doctrine each Perſon 
andfjof ſound Judgment underſtands to be of Scripture ; 
&cF$90d from this, it appears plainly that my Principle 
Nouwhereat you bog]'d-is true ; That, whatever Do@rine 
ies, is profeſſed by any of our -Congregations , Synods , 
agsÞParliaments, . Doors or particular Door of our Re» 
formation, is to be truly reputed and eſteemed the 
hatfDodtrine of the Refarmation ; which Principle being 
forjtrue; my diſcourſe of yeſterday is undeniable, that 
re you may change Religion,as often asyoupleaſe,and ree 
1s, {main ftill a truce Refogmed Child. 7 
rd.j 1/mael. But you have ſaid that not only the Doc- 
3odtrine of cach-Cangregationand Synod , isthe Doftrine 
irit}of-the Reformation; but alſo whatever any one. par- 
by _ Doctor teachs$; and this ſeems to be yery ab= . 
atyliurd. - 
ns, Iſaac. Itsnotſoablurd , asit.istruez Il proveby 
ichjthe Principles of our Reformed Church , bythe teſti- 
her monics of our moſt learned and beft Doors and Re- 
wa - ; C:3 fpr- 
wk "= 


formers , "and by rciſon and experience , that thi] 'r 
Do&rine of any particular Door among us, has f 
' much right'to be called and eſteemed the Dottrineey © 
the Reformation , as Proteſtancy, Presbytery, or Luf 'n 
theraviſm'; for, what is Luthcraniſm, but the Judgi - 
ment of Luther a particular Door, againſt the whol - 
Church of Rowe? what is Calviniſm , but what Cali © 
vin a particular Door, judged to be the ſenſe of Scrip 
[ture againft that ſame Church? What is Quakery 
but honeſt Neylor's Godly and Pious Sentiments upc 
Scripture. Its undeniably the Principle of our Reſon 
med Church, that our Rule of Faith 's Scripture as Inf 
terpreted , \not only by Synods or Congregations , by 
by any Perſon of found Judgment in the Ghurch. -N@ at 


Congregation or Synod: isto usa Rule of Faith: .by 
canſe all are falliblez; but Gods Written Word , af © 
each one underftands it; and if we do not like the ſens ac 
of it delivered by wy Council, Synod, or Congrefj ot 
#ation, 'we may ſafely deny it: Therefore our greaff 1s 
Calvin, a fayes, and proyes with great energy « - 
'O 


Scripture and Reaſon , that we are net obliged to th 
Deciſions and Doftrineof any Council, Synod , or Cor wi 
gregation , if after baving examined Scripture , we df ©: 
wet find their Interpretation and ſenſe of it , is conform 
#bleio the Word of God. Let Synods and Congregad” 
vions ſay what they will, if any particular Doo 
thinks his own private ſenſe of it to be better, he ma 


Kick to it againſt them all, and be a good true Chik 
of the Reformation ; - as Arminius in Holland did with Juc 
Kand the Synods of Dordrecht and Delft; as Luth 1 
and Calvin did againſt Rome. I will be free, ſayes | bea 
our unparalleled Proco-Apoſile Luther, & I will off thir 
ſubmit my ſelf ro the Authority *of Councils , Church | Aut 
Dofors, Vniverſities, or Fathers, but will teach ani Gor 
preach whatever I thinK*to be true. Did: ever any A4 bhe 

 poltle ſpeak with more- courage? And the bfeſſell 
SLGUY <C 


'' L.4, Inftit,c 9. : b-To, I. Edit, Fen. in Reſaltt, | 
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-man ated with'no leſs ; he knew full well thewhole 
fiiream'of Antiquity, Doctors, Fathers and Coun. _ 
cis were againſt him , as he confeſſes himſelt, -and did 
-not care a ruſh for them all: Laywſide, ſayeshe, call 
Arms of Orthodox Antiquity, of Schooles of Divinit 
Authority of Fathers, Councils 5 Popes , and conſent 
of ages ; we receive nothing but Seripture ; but fo that 
we muſt havethe Authority of Interpreting it. £7 
Nor was it only Luther and Calvin ſpoke thus , but 
all our-firſt bleſſed Reformersz and why? Becauſe 
our Rule of Faith is Scripture, not as Interpreted by. 
| the Church of England , (France will not admit it.,) 
nor as Interpreted by the Qxakers, ( the Auebaptiſts., 
Ng and Independents will not hearir) norasdnterpreted 
Bf . by Luther , ( Calvin rejefts it , ) nor as Interpreted by 
Calvin, ( Thorndick and Bramball-will not yield to 4 
-nf{ nor will Sti{lixgfleet ftand to their Interpretation ; nor 
Trl others to that of Stillingflect. Finally our Rule of Faith 
1 
F 


a is Scripture , notas Interpreted by any , but as each 
Cn » Synod ,- particular Do&or , or man 
of ſound Judgment Interprets itz and conſequently ; 

4 what cycr DoQrine any man of ſound Judgment Judg- 
j £5to be of Scripture, is to be efteemed thePoftrine 
4 of the Reformation; and you may faſcly.believeit., 
22d if you like it, and remainftill as truly a Reformed Child, 
qg a5 the proudeft Proteſtent of England. | 

.- Iſmael. ' Can you' prove that our Rule of Faiths 
& Scripture, as any particular-DoCor or Perſon of ſound 
Judomerit underſtandsit? I') 
Tſdac. Bchold how convincingly; :firſt we have 

5. heard Luther, quoted butnow , ſay , Wereceiveno. 
# thing but Scripture , but ſo as that we muſt have the 

þ | Authority for to Interpretit: Hear himagainz d The 
| Governours-aud Paſtors have power to Teach ; but the 
Cheep imuſt give their Init whether they propoſe 
+ » the 


= c Lib.de ſerv. Arbit, cont, Eraſmi 1, edit. -d >1n-Collyq, 
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vhe 'voice of Chriſt, or of Strangers, And again: | 
' Chriſt has taken from the Biſhops , Councils, and Paſt 
the right of Iudging of Deftrine.; and given it to dlyg 
Chriſtians in General y and the Rule is Scripiure as eaciey, 
one will think fit to Interpret it, And conſequently tc 
this, wehbaye heard him ſay above, I will be free ani I 
"will wot ſubmit to Dottors Councils, or Paſtors , bulſfye: 
will teach whazever 1 think to be true. Barlow ; f Thifhe | 
Apoſtles have given to each particular the Right andſſio! 
Power of Interpreting and Indging by his inward Spirit, 
whatis True ; its needleſs that either Man , or Angel hey 
Pope, or Council, ſhould inſtruft you; the Spirit worker 
ing in the Heart , and Scripture are to each particulayihet! 
- Pefſon moſt aſſured Interpreters. - Bilſon Biſhop offs 1 
Winceſter, ſayes the ſame, g The People muſt biffo r 
diſcerners and Iudges of what is taught, Our Religionſhou 
has no other Rule of Faith, ( ſayes, our French Reha! 
formation by the mouth of Dumoulin, h _DrelincourtHhi 
and the Holy Synod of Charenton , ) but the WrittenPup 
Word of God',: as Interpreted by Vs. Laſtly ſayes thebþer! 
Churchrof England in the 6th. Artic. of their 39. Weſrin 
heve'no other Rule of Faith , but Scripture as each Peraþf | 
| ſon of ſound Tudgment in the Church underſtands it , aniuil 
what is proved by it : | And againin the Catholick Doceſund 
trine of the Church of £ngland , pag. x0g. which ily 
but an expolition.of the 39. : Articles. . - Our Rule | ofſhe: 
Faith is ibut Scripture as each Perfou-of found TudgmentFud 
inthe Church undeyſlands.it : 'Authorityris given to thiÞpve 
Church , anatoeach Perſon of ſaund Tudgment init , tifor! 
Indge in Controverfies of -Fauth:; anil thisis notthe priffjud 
pate Judgment of our Church , butulſo.of our Brethreaſgur: 
of forngs Countries. [ay = 
Iſmeel. 1 confeſs, not:only theſe., but:many o-Ppii 
ther Doors abet your:diſequrlc,: :and the General VouP0! 
' % ;» (FEES © . 
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1e of our Reformation, is for Scripture aseach one 
derftands it; butalas! You ſce well, that'we can 
eycr ſcttle any Religion or Church by ſuch a Rule of 


aith. : : | 
Ifacc. You can never ſettle any but this, Thet 


very Max may without bet or binderence believe what- 
$e pleaſe: And why ſhould not this be a good Relt- 
Sion? If .Scripture as cach one underſtands it be not 


ur Rule of Faith; if we muſt be conſtrained to be- 


eve Scripture not as we underftand it; but as it is utt- 


ulayherwixt us and Papiſts ? 


erſtood by this or that Con regarions ___ Ca 
They mult believe Scriptu 


$5 Interpretced by the Pope., and Councils; have evtr 
fo much light from God, 'be eyer ſowiſe and witty , 


| upremary 2 Epiſcapacy: F 
ebcrbaps we do not Judge by 


Sou muſt depoſe your own Judgment, and ſubmit ts 


hat of the Pope, Council, and Popiſh Church: To- 
is ps weare comealſo; we muſt believe the Kings 
yrmive preſence, ths 
cripture it betrue Doc- 


eFrine ; we are conſtrained by Penal Laws, and As 


Þf Parliament to believe them , as Papiſes by their In» 
Fuiſition ; and why ? Becauſe the Church of Zuglend 


nderſtands by Scripture, its true ; and if you, re- - 


igþly you-do not Interpret Scripture ſo; you'l not be 


Heard;; you. muſt ſubmit, and believe againſt your 
ſudgment:: - And what's this but plain Popiſh Tyrany 


thipver Mens Copſciences? Did Luther and Calvin, 
wJorſake the Pope and Couficils, for to ſubmit their - 


Judgments to any other? No , but-to follow Scrip- 


gTure ascach one of them underſtood it : And tho Lu-- 


#her wasa Man raiſed by God , and repleniſht withhis 
£Ppirit to repair the ruins of the,Church; yet Calvindid 


d more ſubmitto him, than Lather did to the Pope; 


eÞor did Zuinglius ſubmit to Calvin, but followed his 


own ſenſe of Scripture , nor did mae jp y- ſub- 
it to Zuinglins ; but every one ſearched the Scrip- 


. Furc , bclicycd and caught what thy thoughtto be _ 
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and thus we became a Reformation of Popery:If the 
. fore we wiltcontinue a Reformation , and walk by t 
Spirit of our firſt bleſſed Reformers; we muſt not be 
conſtrained to believe any Mans ſenſe of Scripture; 
We muſt belicye whatever. we thinkto be true , and 
have no other Rule of Faith but'Scripture, as each 
one underſtands it. ; | 
. 1ſmael And what then >? What do you infert 
from this diſcourſe? + 
1ſaac. This.conſequence , that whereas no true 
Child of the Reformation, be he of what Congrega. 
tion you will, can juſtly deny our Rule of Faith to be . 
Soripture, asany Perſon of ſound Judgment Interpret 
it ; it follows unavoidably thatthe Dodtrine of the Re 
formation is, Whatever «ny Perſon of ſound Indgmenty, 
Interprets#0 be the tyue ſenſe of Scripture , and what 1 
ever Luther ,, Calvin, Bex4 , or any. other of found 
Judgment in the Reformation , ſince its firſt riſe untill = 
this day , taught to be the true ſenſe of Scripture, istoſ;; _. 
becalled and cftcemed the DoQrine of the Reformatich | 
on, tho'to others of this or that Congregation , it may|,,.. 
ſtem to be wicked and ſcandalous Do&rine. ' 
And now ſet me anſwer to an Objection you madeſ 
againſt-this Principle in our entrance to this diſcourſe} x 
You objc&ed that many Papiſh Dofors and Caſusſts jþ 
delivered ſcandalous and baſe Dodrines , which the. 
Papiſts will not admit to be the Do@rine of thei 
Church , tho delivered by Papiſh Do&ors; and thence| 
you pretended, that the pafticular Sentiments of pri- 
vate Dodors of the Reformation are not to be calledſ 
the DoEtrine of our Church. But be pleaſed to ob-| 
ſerve the difference betwjxt Popery and our Reforma- 
tion 3 the Rule of Faithin Popery is , Scripture as In. 
terpreted by the Pope and Zouncil , or their Church | 
they will admir no other ; conſequently no DoEtrine 
isto be called Popery , but what is Judged by the Pope 
and his Church , or Council.,: to be the ſenſe of Scrip- 
| ture ; 
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tre; and if ary Door or Univerſity holds any fenfe 

: contrary to theirs; it is to be called the Duftrine of that 

bef "articular Perſon , and not the Doftrine of the Popiſh 
"©:XChburch ; becaufc their Rule of Faith is not Scripture , 
Fas Interpreted by any Perſon of ſound Judgment ;z but 
ach as Interpreted by their Pope and Council. But where- 
Fare 25 Our Rule of Faith inthe Reformation , is Scripture 
crys cach Pcrſon of ſound Judgment Interprets it; what- 
_ ſever Doctrine or ſenſe is ſaid by any Man to be of Scrip- 
ure, is juſtly to be called the Doctrine of the Refor- 
24Imation: For example, Melan@on, a Man of ſound 
 ®FJudgment, great learning ,. and of an uprigbt Cons 
Re {cience , taught Bigamy to be the Dofrine of Scrips 

ture ; Beza taught, the Lords Suppexmight be admis* 
"Jniſter'd in any kind of. Viftuals, as: well- asin Bread 

"and Wine: Calvin taught, that Chrift deſpaiced on- 
uni he Croſs , and ſuffered the pains of. Hell after his 
Death : Why then, let all the Biſhops and Univerſi- 
5 ics of England condemn this Dodrine ; let allthe Sy- 
Anodsof France and Germany 'decry it:; the Dofrine 
NIÞrill be till of the Reformation ; becauſe its Scripture 

as Interpreted by Men of ſound Judgment. RV. 

| Tjmael. . 'The heat of yourdiſcourſe hastired.you z 
'*pnd my memory. is ſufficienly loaden with what you 
nave ſaid; let me digeſt it in my private retirement, 
d we will mcet again. . | 
Iſaac. Content; carry with you theſe threepointy 
. (hich Lhave proyed convincingly: Firſt our Rule of 
Negf 31th is Scripture , not as Iaterpreted by thisor thari 
ut by any Man of-ſound Judgment ; ſecondly/itfols 
ws hence that the Dod@rine of the Reformation; 
uſt be , and.cought to be called whatever auy Man of 
. Jound Judgment ſayesis the ſenſe of Scripture: Third, 
-: off itfollows, we may change Religions as oftenas we | 
4 caſe. | > % 6477114 55 + 
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H1. DIALOGUE. 


| I S$MAEL, Iremember weltthe ſummary ef youſl” 
laſt diſcourſe , given me in three points; and I fir 

the fecond to be abſurd, and repugnant to reaſon} " 
you'l meyer -perſwade it , tho you pleaded forit wit 4 
great energy ; what? if a filly Woman, Cobler, « 

- other Tradeſman read Scripture, and give their ſeal 
of it, that, torfooth, muſt be called the Doftrir 
of the Reformation? And it ſhall be lawful for ther 
to believe it , againſt the Doftrinc of the whok 
Church? | EG, 
Iſaac. Do not limit Gods infinit goodneſs , t 
meaſuring his mercies towards his Creatures with youſſ; 
narrow apprehenſions: Take notice he ſayes , his. 
has choſen the. weak and contemptible of the Work $a. 
for to confound the ftrong ones: || I confeſs unto yall). 
Father , that you have hid theſe things from the Wiſfy. 
#nd Prudent , and haſt revealed them tothe little one, 1 
And therefore be choofed poor ſimple fiſhermen to by... 
kis Apoſtles: Iknow itsthe practiſe of Papiſts, anſp, 
fromi them your Church of England borrows it, ti. 1 
deſpiſe the Miniftery of Women , Tradeſman , anfh,., 
Illiterat People in Preaching, Teaching , and Intejh,, 
preting Scripture; but S. Paul tells us, * The Word @, 
Gedit no: bound; That's to ſay , is not entayl1'd on thif,”.... 
learned, rich, or great ones , the 5 Wind bloweth whe? L 
x lifteceh: Our —_ and. Miniſters wonld make 
Monopoly of the Word of God , and haye themſclye 
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kobethe only Retailers of it ; for to haveTome plauſi- 

Þble Title for to enjoy great Rents, and ſhear the Flock 
+ Wut we bave ſeen, as well among the Duakers, asin 
lothcr Congregatinn', lilly Women and Tradeſmen, 
 Yrepleniſht wit Gods Spirit , Preach and expound the 
oreat Myſteries of our Religion with as much of good 
ſucceſs and edificatiogof the Auditory , as any Penny- 
Book Man in England. : : 

Iſmael. It ſcems you approve the Miniſtery of 

{Women and ſilly Tradeſmen, for preaching and teach- 
My gthe Flock; andif o, you'l oyerthrow our Hier- 
onÞrch of Biſhops and Miniſters. - 
2" rſaac. Itmatters not much for you to know , what 
we approve or condemn; but to know what the Doc- 
? \Ftrine of the Reformationis; Its this ; that none cam 
C each , Preach, adminiſter Sacraments, or exerciſe 
h Eccleſiaſtical funtions, if he be not in Holy Orders, 
” Biſhop , Miniſter ot Deacon for the Church of Ex- 
OYeland Teachsit , and you may belieye it if you pleaſe. 
i FYou thay alſo deny it; and ſay, any Womari 

FIradeſman, has as much Power for to Preach and 
Y CUAdminiſter the Sacraments, as the. richeſt Biſhop in 
 \SEngland: This alſo is the DoQtrine of the Reforma. 
orion aſwell asthe former , becauſe Duakers , Presby- 
 Þerians , Browniſls, Anabaptiſts, &c. Believe and 
Wi/TTeach it, and they are Men of as ſound Judgments, 
®NEnd as good Reformers as Proteſtants ; nay the moſt 
O Warned of our Reformers, teach and commend-the 

Power of Women 'for to exerciſe Spiritual funions , 
» and Adminiſter the Sacraments: 4 Saumaiſe,, Peter 

WEMartyy, Ts b Zuinglins, expreſly defend the Preift- 
nteood as welkof Women as of Men: And 'c. Lutber- 
rd Frcoves it efficaciouſly ; The firſt Office of @ Preiſt, 
n Ulayes be, is to preach , this is common to ell ,' even 
by | | D We- 
x a Inlib ad Corin,e. 11. b In Ex. plan, Art. 17. c To. 
IVY & minif#. Ecgeſ. inſtit, fol. 369. & lib, ds Cap, Babyl, eh 

| @rdin, & lib. de abroganda Mifa. / "8." 


( 2.6 } ; be 
Women ; the ſecond is to Baptize ; which is alſo com 
mon to Women ; the third is to Conſecrate the Bread a 
Wine , «nd this alſo is common t0 ll ay well as 10 Men 
endin the abſence of a Prieſt; a Woman mgy abfoln 
from ſins as well ds the Pope, becauſe the words of Chriſi 
whatever yee ſhall untye on Earth , ſhall be untyed 
Htaven', were ſaid to all. Chriſtians. "zM 

And when ſo eminent men had not ſaid it , reaſat 
and'Scripture convinces it; Reaſon, becauſe that ou 
Rule of Faith being Scripture as cach Perſon ofſoun 
judgment underſtands ity, many Woman undoubted} 
are of ſound Judgment, ' and why ſhould not their in 
terpretation of Scripture paſs for the Do&trin of the Þ 
formation , as well as that of ourBiſhops and Miniſter 
Seripture, becauſe we read the Samaritan Woma ** 
was the firft who preached-'the Meſſzas to the City ol 2! 
Samaris , and Chriſt commanded Mary Magdalen o 9i 
70 to preach his Reſurrection to his Diſciples 5 and wel # 
now by our Cronicles that our glorious Queen Flizd 

of bleſſed memory , did not only govern the ſtate pl 
but was a great Apoſtvleſs in Church affairs, | 
' Iſmael. To what purpoſe then , have we Biſhop © 
and Miniſters, who' enjoy fo vaſt revencws; if any tO 
Manor Woman can Preach and Adminiſter the Sacra{ 10 
men'sas well as they. ah : 
 -"Tſaac. ' You''may believe , Biſhops and Miniſter} © 
are very ncedfull for the Service of the Church ; fol fi: 
they being commonly learned witty Men , and having th 
Wives, they core to inftruft their Wiyes ſq wellf 
thar the good Women come in a ſhoxt time tobe of 
learned as their Hasbands ; and'ss Wits quick th 


tht Eccleſiaſtical Mibifterics as they , if thiy were pail fa 
mitted ts excicife them ; asſome Authors of Credit re Þc 
Hhteuntons, that a Gentleman of Conſleance ,* wrir tif fO 
tis Friend in a Village, ( about three leagues diſtanſ Of 
_- that City, ) whoſe Inhabitants were for themelſ th 
- Part of out Lutheran Reformation ; the good Paſta 3" 


. 


>... A 9 

com exhorted his Flock to-prepare for Eaſter Communion ; 
and that none ſhould preſume to come to the Holy Ta- 
I ble but ſhould firſt confeſs and receive abſolution-of 
A his Sms: Eaſter Holy dayes being come , ſuch a mul- 
f titude flockt to confeſſion, that the Paſtor.could not 
A fatisfic the Devotion of ſo great a croud'; hecalled his 
Vife tohelp him , forto hear Confeſſions, and give 


caſo} Abſolutions , 'in which Miniſtery the good Lady did 
r ouff Labour, with you fatisfaQtion of the Penitents ; but 
ound] neither the Paſtor , nor his yirtuous Conſort being able 


ted to diſpatch ſo great a multitude , he called his Maid 
ir in Servant , who did work inthe Holy Miniſtery with as 
» Rel much expeditton as her. Maſter. But for all this, rhe -. 
ten} Church of Scotland, France , and all England, ( Pro- 
mall teſtents excepted ,.) will tell yoy that Biſhops and Mi- 
ty @ niſtersare not needfa]l ; nay that they are very preju= 
en td dicious to the Reformation and State ; To the Refoys 
| well ation , becauſe this Hierarchy with the Biſhops Gourr, | 
liz Surplices , Corner Caps , and other Trumperics , 
Late wy the Flock in mind of Popery , whereof its a per- 
{ fet Reſemblance; and whilſt the :Pepiſis ſee our 

hop] change from them , comes to be almoſtino more but 

* 200 to ſubſtitute new Preiſts and Biſhops in their own place, 
acra] for to manage more conſcienciouſly the Rents and re- 

' Þ venews which they profanely abuſed ;-and that thoſe 
fa Rents and revenews are till in the Hands of an Eccic- 
fol] fiaſtical Hierarchy ; they live-in .Hopes of recoveri 

ving them ſome day, when our Biſhops and Miniſters wi 
et] cometo be as bad Stewards of them as they were 5 and 
x af that the Flock-will be weary of them, andcall back 
k 10 the Ancient Poſſeſſors : Its therefore perhaps the Emiſ- 
al faries of the Pope+do inceſlantly blow-in our Ears; 
tre bow ill our Eccleſiaſtical Revenewsare beſtowed, for 
t tf fo maintain Wives and Children, Pomp and-Vanity 
tad of Biſhops and Miniſters; no leſs than in Popery, -To 
nelf the Steze , they ſeem to be prejudicious , whereas 
ftof any but a Biſhop or Miniſter , would thirſk , it 6 


_—_ 
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be more adyantagionsto the Common-wealth ,- thai 
the King ſhould have rhoſe Revenews for to maintaiy 
His Fleet and Arn.y , and eaſe thereby the SubjeAsd 
fubſidies and taxes, than that a handſull of Biſhops 
. and Miniſters ſhould haye them: Specially where 
thers can Preach and Teach as well as they, for nothing, 
but the pleaſure of being heard. _ | 
Iſmael, /But do not you ſee it would be a Sacriledge, 
_ thatthe King ſhould depriye the Clergy of their Church 
Revenews. . 6 h " 50 

_- Tſaac. Arid donot you know , that almoſt all our 
Congregations do hold pur Clergy to be no truc Clers 


By, butas meer laymen as you er I; they admit no! 
Clergy or Epiſcopal Caratgr; But Elders choſen by theſ]. 


Congregation :- Andif they be no true Clergy , they 


have no right-to the Church Reyenews -and its naf | 
Sacriledge-to deprive them of them, The Popiſh]} 


. Clergy in Henry the VIIL time, bad viſiblya greater 


right tothem , than oursnow have: For neither thef 
King himfclfmor any.othier dfd doubt of their Right ,' 
and: now moſt of our Congregations', do abſolutly: 
deny any/Right in our Clergy to thoſe Rents; becauſe: 
they are no Clergy: Yet none will beſo bold, as to: 
. accuſe Henry the V III. of Sacriledge. , for havitfy | 
taken the Church, Jivings from them , for to put them 
. to better uſe. And why ſhould we dare ſay , our King * 
_ would commit any , for depriving our Clergy of tholet 
Rents? Beljeve be can lawfully do it ; or believe he' 
can not., you'] be ſtil] a:good Child of the Reformati- 


on: \Belieyve what you pale. 7 
. - Iſmael. Thisisa tickli 


ingam ; 


ſh point, lets leave it tothe 
conſideration of-our Wife and Prudent Parliament ; 
and be pleaſed. to anſwer to my doubt ; how can we | 
live in peace and tranquillity in Religion, if our Rule: 
of Faith be Scripture as each one underſtands it: Ii 
remember a diſcourſe ſtarted in the Houſe of Lords, 
aot many Yeatsago , by bis Grace the Duke of Buck- 
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| ingam; he deſired to know , what wasitto bea Pro- 
af teſient ; wherein did Proteſtancy properly conſiſt ? 
The Biſhops,, who were preſent looked one upon ati 
ts off ether, and whether , they feared the Cifficulty of the 
op} Queſtion , or that for modeſty's ſake, each expeRed 
of to hear an other ſpeak firft ; they ſtood filent for a 
ing] while ; atlaſt the Ice was brokMby one ; others fol- 
JF lowed; bur hardly any two agreed; and all chatthe 
lge, | Duke could gather out of their ſeveral anſwers, was. 
rch] that our Rule of Faith, was. Scripture as each one un» 
4 derſtood its and Prozeſlancy nothing but Scripture , 
our} as Interpreted by the Parliament. and Church of E-. 
ler] g/and : Whercupon he concluded , We are theſe 
of hundred Years very buſie for to ſettle Religion, and 
theſſ for ought I perceive, we areas unſettled now asat the 
ney} beginning:  Andtruly he had greatsecaſon ; for, Re- . 
nof{ ligion and Faith is nothingelſe , but that ſenſe of Scrip- 
iſh] ture, which each Perfon of ſound Judgment unders 
ter} ftands ; and as its. impoſſible we ſhould all jump and - 
the ff agree in one ſenſe and meaning of the Text, ſo its 
os -< «2077 we ſhall ever be fettled and agreein Re-. 
tly} ligion. - VE EDEIC UMTS oy a SIS 
fe} ſea, The reaſon of our utſcttlement hitherto ; 
to andat preſent , isthe violent-efforts , what by 'Perſe- 
f | cutions, Atts of Parliaments, and'othegtOppre 
mJ what by Inyeives, Intrigues', and*Ga | 
's Church of England; to draw allto be Proteſtants; of 
e'] the Presbyterians, to make usdeny Epiſcopacy ; and 


- 


he |} of cach other Congregation , to force us totheigre--.* * 


ti-'] ſpective Tenets 2. And whilſt this conſtraint and ſeve- 


ic | pet peace or ſettlement in our Reformed Church : 
5] But let us follow our Rule of Faith; let each onebe- 
e | eve as in his Conſcience he beſt underſtands Scripture; 
lc} kt-us all believe what we pleaſe ,” and bepermitred ſo 
If todo ;- and we ſhall without doubt enjoy perfeRt Peace 
» | and Tranquility: Belieye, you Figurative Rm 
DI" 'S-:..3 


he 


'A » 


: i Oh, I 


| rity is uſeSagainſt Mens Conſciences, its in' vain to ex- * 


p ( | ) | 


if you will; let the Lutheran believe his Real Preſence, 
if helikeh z andlet ine belicye no Preſexce at all ,, ift 
I Judge there's none ; 'why will not you permit me to 
follow that Rule of-Faith z which the whole Reformas 


#:do believe the Myſtery of the Trinity 
Fc will neyer own them to be our 


Jſaac- And , do not you belicye Epiſcopacy againſt 
' the.Presbyterians ; ſome Canonical Books againſt th 
Lutherans ; Supremady againſt the Opakers , and In- 
fants Baptiſm'againſt the 4n«baptiſts; and yetyou ownvi 
themas your Brethren and Godly Congregations 6 the 
Reformation; or if you will deny them, they wil 
alſo ſcorn you , and fax they are more of the Reforma«ſv! i 
tionthanyou are; and why willnot you own the 4 
rians, &c. as your Brethren, tho you believe the Tri-f 
' Hity againſt them? Tou ſay they arc 01d con:lemn'd 
R He-« 


. . 
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7 . £1 g . "*> "$M ; 3T ) he as 4 os Af 
BE Hereticks; and does this language become a Child of 


ifflthe Reformed Church? By whem were they con- 
fdcmn'd? 'Was ic not by the Popifh Church, which 
alſo condemns us , and fayes we areas much Hereticks 


3982s they; and as\'we ought not to be ſo called, and 


Judge the Pope and Councils'Senrence againſt us, to 


be bold ; uncharitable , and injuſt ; ſo we mult ſay of ' 


the Arians , Pelagians , and others condemn'd by 


them. You ſay Proteſtants will never own them tobe 


Sthcir Brethren ; ' God forbid the Proteſtant Church 


Should: be ſo uncharitable to their tellow Chriſtians, . 


Hand ſo injuſt to themſelves. | B, Morton, (asIcited in 


my ficſt Dialogue, ) aslcarneda Manas the Church of 


JEngland bred, ſayes the rien Church isa true Church, 

_ will ſay no leſs of the others: But what necd we 
the Teſtimony of any, for what reaſon ſo convincing» 
fly proves; They who walk by one and the ſame Rule 
Jof Faith, are of one and the ſame Religion, there. 
fore Lutherans, Proteſtants , Presbyterians and Inde.. 


ipendants , do efteem themſelves to be of the ſame 


><FFaith and Religion , becauſe they, all have the ſame 
<FKule , which is Scripture as cach Congregation under- 

Fftands it : Alſo notwithſtagding the difference and 

fvarity of Congregationsin Popery ; they held all but 
ityJone Faith, as they ſay ; becauſe they have all but one 
Rule of their Belief , which is their infallible Pope and 
{Cburch: But its,cvident that thoſe whicygneall, 


the ſame 


neient condemned Hereticks ,, have one a 


Rule of Faith with ourReformation; for oursis Scrip. 


Kure as cach Perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands it z 
Frithout any obligation of holding the ſenſ{cof itdeliver. 


fied by Pope., Church, Councils, or any other; there. , 


i{$ore our firſt bleſſed Reformers didnot care what ſenſe 
f it, the Church or Pope did hold , when they began 

d Preach the purity of the Ghoſpel ; but each of them 
Finterpreted it as he thought fir ip the Lord, and ſo 
urged the Chureh of many Errors : This is the very 


oY 


. 
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felf fame Rule of Faith , which Arians, Pelagiant | 


Neſtorians , and others, peremptorily condemned byifer 
' Rome-as Hereticks, did follow and walk by :- Each 
of them Read and Interpreted Scripture , Preached 
and Bclieyed what ſenſe of it they tought to be true} 
tho : they knew it was againſt the Detrine of thiſoi 


Church: locking on Scripture alone as their Rule oe 


. . Faith, without any regard of the Pope, Church) 
Councils, or Fathers: The Church of Rowe pronidtt 
and impatient of any Oppoſition ,”condemned them 
as Hereticks for not ſubmitting their Judgments to her 


for taking Scripture as they underſtood it , and not aÞpi 


.the Church and Councils underſtood it , for their Ru 
of Faith ;-and if this be a crime, weareas guilty 
they ; wearc <qually nocent or innocent; we are botlÞ« 
Hereticks, ornoneis; we aretherefore concern'd it 
. their Honour, and ought to defend the. integrity d 
cheir procedure againſt the common Enemy which 
the'Pope: They were Reformers of the Church it 
theirtimes, as wearein ours; and whereas thy hay 
theſame Rule of Faith; ſo they haye theſame Re 


© gion withthe Reformation. 


 Tſmael. Then, youwill ſay 4rianiſm is the Doc 
- trine of the Reformation , and we*may lawfully been 
lieveit. DW et FP | - Wa 
| Iſaac. 1 fay God's Unity in'Nature and Trinity , inf. 
' Perſons, is the DoArineof the Reformation ,'bec:; 
the Proteflant , Lutheran, and Hugone: Church Ft! 
Judge by Scriptureitis true; and-if you Judge alſo by 
Scripture is the true Do&trine, you may belieye it! 
I fayalſa if you Judge*by Scripturethis Myſtery is nolff 
truc-, you may ſafely deny it according the Principle 


* 


of the Reformation ; and be ftill4s good a member off®9! 


the Reformed Church, as they who' believe it ; folff 
whoever bclicyes what he Judges by Scripture to be 
' true, isa true Reformed: And, that the denial of 4 
- the Trinity is asmuch the Dotrine of the Reformatif]: 

: v . L . ['s] . 
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ion as the belicf of it; it appears not only becauſe 
was the Do&rine of the 4riens, who as I proved are 
eruly of the Reformed Church ; but becauſe/it was 
ructaught by the greateſt Lights of our Church: d Cal- 
' thifvin fiyes the Text, My Father is greater than T1, muſt 
le olfÞie underſtood of Chrift , not only as heis Man, but alſo 
rchis heis God,” And that the Council of Nice did abufe 
roueghe Text: e My Father and 1 are one, for to prove 
hemſFhe Pnity of both in Nature; whereas it only ſrgnifies 
berheir Ynity by conformity of Wills. Again he oY 
ot aÞpiſt. 2. ad Polon. in TraQ. Theol. pag:.796. That 
Rul@rayer, Holy Trinity one God have Mercy of us, is- 
y alfÞerbarous, and does not pleaſe me. And adds f The 
botl$0n has his own ſubſtance diſlinft from the Father. His 
'd iffPiſciple Daneus g ſayes, itss fooli/h inſipid Prayers 
y dfnd our great Apoſtle Lather,, ( who as Fox witneſ-: - 
ch illeth , was the Chariotand confluftor-of 1/rael , and a 
h infſMan extraordinarily raiſed and'repleniſht with Gods, 
hav@pirit ,- to teach the purity of the Ghoſpel;, )-.cauſed 
Relifſbat-Prayer to be blotted out- of the Litanies, hþ That 
© Ford Trinity , ſfaycs he, . ſounds coldly ; my Soul hates 
Jochbat Word Humouſion , and the Arian did well/in nor + 
 bedmiteing it. Laſtly, Ochinus that great Oracle of Zn- 
- Wand, impugns this ſfgſtery with a ſtrong diſcourſe: - 
, inf + are not obliged to believe, ſayes he , ' more than 
| Fe Saints of the Ancient cab otherwiſe our cone, 
rchBition would be worſethan theirs ; but they were not 0- 
- bl ged to believe this Myſtery ; therefore we are not obli- 
» ited: Examine I pray, the Works of theſe eminent 
; noÞoors ,, where 1 quote them ; conſider if. they be 
ipleot - not only Men of ſound Judgment , but Men ex- 
x off=ordinarily raiſed by:God , ( ſayesthe Synod of Cha- . 
fon; the Chariots and Conduftorsof 7ſraet, fayes 
ob D 5s ' - . .FOK2 
i] of 2 7» Harm, inMath. c, 26, verſ, 64. & in admonad Polan, 
watt an Trad. Theolog. Pg. 7.94. - e Comment, ſuper Joan. c, 10, 
f In AG. Setuets pag. 87.  g l.cont. cenebrat. þ In Po- 
[s) Fe IS: in enarxat. Evang, Domin, Trinit, i Libs. 
ial, 2. 
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Fox: Men to be reyerenc'd after-Chriſt , fayes or 
Door Powel, and Apoſtolical :Oracles ſent to tead 
us the purity of the Ghoſpel; and conclude , itsan uti 
deniable Verity that this is the Dodrine of the Refor 
mation, whereas its Scripture as Irterpreted by ſuc 
Men: O! But £ngland, France, and Scotland,ſj th 
believes this Myſtery; well? And whatthen? Thafſ. 
proves that the Myſtery isalſo the DoQrine. of the Refj Ei 
formation, becauſe whatever any Man of ſound Judgy «j 
ment thinks to be Scripture , it its Do&rine; bur of 
England or Frarcealone the whole Reformation? An ff 
not Luther, Calvin, Daneus, Ochinus, as well ff of 
the Reformation ; and Men of as found Judgment i ## 
they 2 © Since therefore they underſtand by Scriptunj de 
there's no Trinity , its the 'Do&rine of the Reformaſ] be 
tion alfo thatthere's none: Believe it or deny it , whidy 917 
you like beft , and-you'l be till of the Reforma (c 
Church. , bk 
Iſmael. By the Principle you run upon , you may V! 
| fay any blaſphemy is the Do&rin'of the Reformation © 
for ther's hardly any ſo execrable, but ſom Dr. of oung *#s 
has delivered and taught it | B27 
" Tſaac. The Principle I run upon is this, Scripturt 59: 
as cach Perſonof ſound judgment interprets it , is ow #be 
Rule of faith : judge you , ifthar be not a good Pring # 
_ ciple in our Reformed Church; whereas this is the 
| Rule of faith given us by the 39. Articles and generally 
by all our Drs. asI proved in my firſt Dialogue : thi 
being our Rule of Faith and Reformed Do&rin, it 
evident , that whateyer Do@rinis judged by any Per 
ſon of found Judgment to be contained in Scripture 
is the DoQrine of our Reformation : ſom Perſons off thi 
ſound judgementſay the Real Preſence is expreſlcd by 
Scripture 5 this therefore is the Do&rine of the Reforſ & 
mation ; others ſay , only-Figurative Preſence is taught] | / 
in Scripture; this alſo is the DoQtrine of the Reforma 
tion ; ſom underſtand by Scripture , there is a Myſterif 
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of the Bleſſed Trinitie; this therefore is the Do&rine 


iff ofthe Reformation ; othrrs underſtand ther's no ſuch 
| Myſterie; thisalſo isthe DoQtrine of the Reformation; 


ſo that whether you believe or deny this or any other 
Tenet controverted , you'l ſtill hold the DoEtrine of - 
the Retormation, | 
_Tſmael. Calvin k fayes Chriſt prai'd unatviſedly , the - 
Eve df his Paſſion ; that he uttered words whereof be was 

efterward ſorry: that in his paſſion he was jo troubled 

of all ſides , that overwhelm'd with deſperation , he deg. 


of fſted from invoking God , which was torenunce all hopes 

of of Salvation: And ſayes he, lif you objettits abſurd 
«2d ſcandalous to affirm Chriſt deſpaired, 1 anſwer , this 
& deſperation proceeded from him as he was man , uot as 

if be was God. And this is not only the Dofrine of Cal- 


vin; but of Brenttus,,m Marlotus, n ITacobus Miniſter 


(quoted by Bilſoyi):and ofBeza. Willyou fay this is 
4 the Dofrine ofithe-Reformation , or that wee can 


j without ſcruble believe it ? Alſo Calvin ſayes ,o That 


xi Chriſt's corporal death was not ſufficient for to redeem 
ol #5, but that after having 'deſpaired #1 the Croſs, he 


| ſuffered the death of his Soul ; that's to ſay, that his 


i Soul ; after his Corporal death , ſuffered the pains of 
of the damn'd in Hell, And ſayes hefin the fame place,they 
} «re but ignorant dolti/h burtiſh men , who will deny 3t. 
4 Luther alſo teachs the ſame Do&trine : þp As he ſuffered 


with exceeding pains.; the death of the Body , ſoit ſeems 


{ he ſuffered afterward the death of the Soul in Hell: Epi- 


nus q a learned Lutheran ſayes , Chriſt deſcended into 
Hell for thee , and ſuffered not only-corporal death , but © 
the death and fire of bell. Mr. Fulk and Parkins ayow- 


ff this is alſo*the expreſs Dottrine of 1lliricus, Letimer 


and 
k Harm. in Evang. Mat. c. 26 verſ39 ande. 27 verſe, 46 & 


tf © 1:6, 2-Inſtir, c 16 ſe. 10. and 11. 1 In. Luc. par. 2. hom, 65 


and In Ioan, hom. 54. m. In Marchc. 16, n. 1n Recogs 
P4g.376. © lib, 2. Inft. c. 16. fall 16. and ſtq. oy Tos” 
 Wittemp, in ſp, 16, q ingfe 16+ : + 
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and Lofſins. Alſo Luther r moſt impioufly affirms g. 
that no: enly the human nature of Chriſt dyed for us, bu 
«lſo his Divine nature: ſee Luther's words quoted 
large by Zuinglius, ſand Hoſpinian : tIf you fay ſuchf 
ſcandalous blaſphemies may be ſafely believed, you 
will render your Chriftianitie ſuſpeted ; and if you 

+ ſay, thatthey are the Doftrine of the Reformation, 
or that they may be believed according the Principles 
the Reformation; you will make the Reformation andſ,; 
ts Principles to bc hated by any good Chriſtian. | 

Iſaec. 'If I walk by the Rule of Faith of the Refor, 

, mation, I'] prove my ſelta true Reformed Child; ani 
if I prove myſelf to be a Reformed Child , my Chriſti 
anity cannot be juſtly ſuſpc&ed, What Tenet have youſſ: 
related ofall thofe which you callblaſphemies and ſcan 
dals: burhas been judged by thoſe 'Eminent Drs. of 
our Reformation to be expreſs Scfipture, or confor 
mable to Scripture ; and ſince our 'Rule of Faith i 
Scripture as cach perfor of ſound Judgment under 
ſtands it, and ſince the DoEtrine of our Reforma 
tion is but whatever any ſuch Perſon of. ſound 

 Judgmeat , Judges to be expreſſed in , or prox 
ved by Scripture ; its evident that all- thoſe Te 
nets areundeniably the Dofrine of the Reformation: 
Ifay then, and will fay without any offence to my 

Chriſtianity , or blemiſh to our Reformed Church ;Þ| T1, 
that thofe Tenets are the Dofrine of the Reformationſſ tha 
and may be as fafely believed by any Child of it, as Firſ of 
gurative Preſence, ſupremacy , ortwo Sacraments!ſ| yz 
and let not any Pigot prented to freghten me from thi (1; 
Do&trine by calling it Blaſphemy and 1mpiety ; Noyff no 
itsScripture as interpreted by our renowned Refors'e, 
med Doors ; therefore its no blaſphemy : let any] 5c, 
man convince me, that our Rule of taith muſt not befſ 
Scripture as each Perſon of ſaund Judgment _ ſer 


r In Confeſ. majori de Cinna Dui. { To 2, in reſpon. 4d 
Confeſ: Lutbefel. 453. t. In Hiftev, Srrr am. pay. 2: fel. + 
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IM fondsit ; and he will convince that this carinot be juft- 


» My called the Doftrine of the Reformation 3+ but whilſt 
d 4 7 Principle and Rule of Faith.ſtands nnſhaken, no- 
ſuch thing that is taught by any Perſon of ſound Judgment 

YAFta be the DoCtrine of Scripture, but is to be called our 


Yot Doctrine ,- and may be ſafely belicycd. | 

- ' You ſay that whoever has any love for Chriſtianity , 
will hate the Reformation and its Principles, if they 
give Liberty for to believe ſuch Blaſphemics: But , 
cav any Mather be more Indulgent to her Child than .. 
the-Reformation is tous? Such as think thoſe Tencts 
to be Blaſphemies, the Reformation gives them leave 
not to belieye them ; and if any Judges by Scripture ; 
Of that they are not Blaphenites but pure DoArine ; as 
cany Luther; Calvin, and others did , they have Liberty 
Of for to belieye them. He who denies them , cannot in 
fors Charity check them who believe them ; nor can they 
h uf who believe them, check thoſe who deny then, where- 
der J as cach follow the Rule'of Faith,and believe what they 
may fadge by Scripture'to. be true. And if you or your -.. 
unq Church: of Zng/and cry out Blaſpheniy ,” Bleſphemy , 
Pro'y againſ} all that you Judge to be falſe ; why. do not yow 

TeS cry Blaſphemy againſt. Presbyrerians, Lutherans, and. 
ONFother Congregations from whom you difſent? And 
MY what difference betwixt you and the Church of Rome? * 
h;[ The folly of this is to call Hereſie and Blafphemy all 
1008 that is not her own Docrine: And all that your Church 
Fir of England miſlikes, muſt be Fanaticiſm, Blaſphe- 
us my, and impicty? Muſt our Rule of Faith be Scrip- , 
thisf ture, as the Church of #ngland underſtands.it ; -and 
{0 not otherwiſe? Precbyterians, and Lutherans, will 
or never allow it: "If therefore our Rule of Faith be. 
anyf Scripture as each Perſon underſtandsit ; any Perſon of 
T De ſound Judgment inthe Reformation , may without 
[er ſeruple believe what he underſtands to be the Doftrine 
nal of Scripture, | ERA 


IV. DIALOGUE. ch 
TSMAEL, Youftill inſiſt upon that Principle th anc 
A our Rule of Faith, is Scripture as cach Perſon dl ji6; 
found Men underſtandsit ; and from that Pring| anc 
cip! wllow many abſurd conſequences deſtruſtiv rel 
of picty and Religion. Þ 7 
| Iſaas. Thar Principle is not inventedby me; its d fay! 
our Holy Reformation ; if. I did diſcourſe with a Pa rat} 
piſts 1 would prove the Principle to be true and God; 
expreſs Word; but ſincel diſcourſe with a Relormeſzeq 
Child ,. Iſuppoſe, and not fpend. my time in provin Ce 
it: ThisPrinciplc then,bcing an unqueſtionable truilff 
in our Reformation , no Reformed ChiJd muſt be tior 
irreverent and bold as to ſay, that any Dofrine whidſ;;1, 
clearly and unavoidably follows out of it, is Blaſphs of * 
mous or impious, 'for that would be to condemn oufſs,;, 
Principle by which we walk : Ex vero-nox ſequitur nij vio! 
veram : From atrue Principle nothing can follow buffyh; 
true Doftrine: ' Can youdeny , but this was the Rulþy;e 
of Faith and Principle of our firſt bleſſed Reformers;nv 
and of the Church of England mentioned in her 39f[qnd 
Articles? If therefore they judged , andif any othgſþut 
Jges by that Rule and Principle , that thoſe Teneſand 
| which you call Impious and. Blaſphemous , be truſef + 

Do&ring ; they cannot be blamed for belicyingholy 
them... Wn - 
Iſmael. 1 confeſs our firſt Reformers did ſpeak (o hod 
but 1 ſay ſuch Errors and Impious Doarines canndf - 
wirhobt Irreyerence be called the DoQrine of the Re 
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formation, and cannot withaut impiety be believed ; 
'] becauſe our Reformation, at preſent condemns and 
} 6cteſts thoſe Blaſphemies , for we muft grant, that our 
1 Reformation in its beginning was not in its full per- 
if feftion of Do@rine ; God began it by Luther, Calvin, 
P | Zuinglins, and others :* Thoſe great Men has their 
| frailtics; they did overlafh in ſome things; and what | 
| they ſaid amiſs ; Gods Heavenly Spirit inſpired tothe 
"| Church: from time to tine to corre it, and has at 
| length-brought our Church to-that purity of Doctrine: 
_þ and fulneſs of perfeftion which now'it enjoyes: No- 
nal thing is to be called now the DoQrine of the Reforma. 
1 04.tion, but what isnow believed by our Congregations, 
rity and-none of them belicyes thoſe execragble Tenets you 
tg related; | TH 
Iſaac. You wrong the Reformation very much, in 
5 OF faying it had not its full perfe&ion in the beginning , its 
Fd rather to be thought , that. that poliſhing and refining 
0G of it in enſuing Years with new perfeQions ,- and cor- 
mel 7ecting the firſt draught of it by our firſt Reformers , 
V10S has been a corruption of it with ſome mixture of Popiſh 
rulferrors and ſuperſtitions: Forall Religious Congrega- 
ciStions, and pretendersto Piety , are at the firſt bee - 
11G ning in the height of their perfetion , and in Progreſs 
of Years, they decline and decay from their primitive 
WI Spirit into errors and corruption of manners: Reli- 
Foious Congregations are not like Arts and Sciences , 
which by time and experience receive new perfetions ;_ 
Fbut like Chimnies, which grow daily blacker by con. 
tinual ſmoke and fire: Witneſs the Tewi/h Church 
3Mend Law, in its beginning, flowriſhing and Holy , 
theſbut corrupted in Progreſs of time by Traditions of Men 
neJand Superſtitions of Phariſees: Witneſs alſo the Law. 
trilfof the Ghoſpel in thoſe happy times of the Apoſtles , 
\10Sholy and pure, but corrupted after ſome Years by er- 
Jrors of Popery : If webeto ſeck for the pure and Or- 
 (ofthodox DoErine of the primitive Church z ought not 
_ 4 We: 
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' *- we.to be'faid by the Apoſtles, Men raiſed extraordiefg]: 

narily by God, and replenifht with his Spirit to teach co 

* us the Ghoſpel? - And if we be to ſeck for the pureh}Ge 

I Ny Orthodox Doftrine of the Reformation , ought 

*___ _ Et wetobeſaidratherby Luther ,- Calvin, Melantton 

Zuinglius, Beza,avd our other firſt Reformers, than byg 

few Minifers and Biſhops of England , who, tho they, 

_ be Wiſe and Pious Men, . yet they are not of that ftamp- 

-  *aStheothers. And if our preſent. Congregations pres 

_._ _ ſumetoccorret them ,. and fay they oyerlalht intheir ſer 

Dottrine ; will not the Pepiſts fay ; if they have beeiff-an 

ſuch ſcandaloys Maſters.and. falſe Teachers, [why ing 
_you receive their Reformation,, - and as they erred {af 

_ grofſly inſuch pifme Articles of Chriſtianity , why.daj T 

© "not you fear and ſuſpeR, they have alſoerredinthefſ- 

reſt 7 Secondly j@the Papiſis will ſay , if .a#they Reg 

_ formedus, you Reform them# then you muſt expe& 

_ -and permit that others may Reform you ; _ and forfake[-2u 


your Dorine, *as you forſaketheirs. ; 4... 
". 3ſmael. -1 wiſh you could make out , that the Reef] arc 
formation was in its full perfeQion*in its beginning gff bu 
had you read. ſome Writers of ours , perhaps you R 
would Judge otherwiſe ;- « Muſcalus, a learned Lief Hi 
theray, writes thus,, Thus it is with us at preſent, thet} N: 
if any be deſirous to ſee a great rabble of knaves turbuJ Dc 
-lent Spirits, deceitfull Perſons, Coſeners and Debauch] 1 ( 
Men; let him go t0 4 City where the Choſpel is purely] He 
Preached, .and he /hall find them by multitudes; forittÞ-An 
more manifeſt* than the day light , that neveravere thert tha 
more unbridled and unrulyPeople among the Turks and} of 
other Infidels than the Profeſſors of theReformed Ghoſpel, 
b Luther bimſelf ſayes as much ;, The World grows 
daily worſe, and Menarenow more copetous,,: revenge. 
_ ful, and lycentious than they were in Popery. Mr..Stubsh.. 
L | EE c fayes 
a*Dow. 1. Adventus, & liby. de Proph, Chriſti.” b« Inf ..« 
Poſtill, ſwner Evangel.. Domi, 1. ' Advent, @ . Dom,” 26- 
Ea or Fr; | y *- 3 
X y : ; | - 
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Þ&: fayesnoleſs: After my Travels round about all En. þ 
di-Foland , 1 found the People inwoft parts proud , mali-” * 
1h c045,athbitions-and careleſs of good Works: Mr.Richard 
ef-Gefery , in bis Sermon at St. Pauls Croſs, printed Anno 
1 2604. I may freely ſpeak what I have plainly ſeen, 
one that in Flanders never was there more Drunkneſs , in 
pf Italy more Wantonneſs , in Jury more Hypocriſte, in 
v4 Turky more 1mpiety ; in Tartary more Iniquity , than 
np I-45 praftis'd general'y in England, and particularly in - 
&f London. ' Certainly our Reformation at preſent. de- 
ir ſerves a better CharaQter ; never did the Ale-Houſes 
eetff-and Taverns complain more heavily of want of Tyad-. 
id ing ; which is a Proof.of our Sobriety : The Churches 
{aff whick we fee a building in London, isa good Teſti- 
af mony of Picty ; and we are Tofarr from any ſmack -of 
od Hypocriſie , that you ſhall not Yee in all London the . 
# keaft appeaiance of Vertue, ſo hiddenly its kept from - 
i mortal Eyes , but what you may meet in our honeſts 
ke Quakers. 2 | 6 F 
'F. 7/aac. I confeſs.our Congregations as now. they . - 
| arc, are yery good both in Do&trine and manners; ©  * 
# but I ayalſo, thatthe DofQrine and manners of our . 
J Reformation as its firſt beginning was as Pure , as' © 
+1 Holy , ani as True as now it is, or-ever it will be. 
1 Nay , ſuppoſing and granted, their manners. and 
#4 DoQrine were.ſo corrupt as thoſe DoRorsmenticn; 
hq 1 ſay that admydft all thoſe -vices, their Life wgs as 
# Holy ; Innocent , Blamleſs and pure as yours is now. , 
my And that you may be convinc't of this Truth, know 
If that Calvin expreſly teachs: d We believe, the Sins - 
of of the Faithful , ( he means of the Refgrmation , )_ are 
by but eniel Sins; not-but that they deſerve Death , but 
"I becauſe chere is no damnation for the Children of ,Crace,, 
g&f in as much: as their Sins ave not imputed tothem ; And 
$ again' e heſayes, We caneafſure our ſelves, we can ng 
| 2" if . _ more 
; | .c Motives ts 69d Works in the Epiſe. DedF*. d lib, 3. Inf 
; Co ſe#.28. 6 £ib,4. In., 7. (eff. 2. "> 
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© InDottrine, or Difſolution of manhers: They taughty 
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more be damn'd for any Sins , than Jeſus Chriſt h1m#-J 
fel. Luther f is of the ſame Opinion, gs nothing but} 
"Faith eoth luſtifie us, ſo nothing but Incredulity is &*, 
Sin. Again, g NoSin is ſo great that it can condemn F: 
«Man; ſuch as aredamn'd, are dann'd only for cheir fl 
Incredulity: Whitaket, þ No Sin can hurt a Man wha 
has Faith. The ſame is taught by Wotren , Fulk, Tin« 
dal ,. and .Beza. Its therefore the Do&trine of Scripeþ 
ture, . as Interpreted by theſe Perſons of great and be 
found Judgment, that. Inceſts,' Murthers , intempe- 
rance , or whateyecrelfe you call a Sin, ( Incredulity 
excepted ,.) either is no Sinat all ,. or but yenial Sins, 
which do no harm , nor cannot damn the Children of: 
the Reformation; if therefore our Brethren lived in 
the beginning of the Reformation , as thoſe Authors 
relate ; they lived according Scripture as Interpreted tg 
 themby Men of ſound Judgment, and this being out 
Rule of Faith ard manners, they did not 11] but very 
- wellif followingit0 | | 

Iſmael. They were Men of the Reformation ,' its 
true, who taught theſe errors , and diſſolution of Like 
and good manners; in ſo much, they ſweryed from 
the Spirits Holinefs and Purity of the Reformation, 
and muſt not be believed nor commended : Look upsſ ©© 
.on the Reformation as now it is, and-you will not 
nd any ſuch ſcandalous Dofrine or Corruption of 
mamers. ks. EY ” Era 
* Iſaac. They were not only Men of the Reforma 

tion; but the greateſt Oracles of it , which you will 
mot match with any of our preſent Congregations, andſ 
#s not pardonable in any Reformed Child to ſay , ſuch 
Oracles Extraordinarily raiſed by God to Teach the pu-ſ th 
rity of the Ghoſpel . ſhould have taught cither Error 4 


| what 101 
f In locis commun, claſſe 5.c, 27, g To. 2.. Wittemb. de as 

| Capt. Babyl, fol. 74. Iy De Eccl, cont, -Bellarm, conf. 2«f| - 
quast, 4. Re x Ee I. 
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I what in their Conſcience they underſtood by Scripture 
Jtobecrue; if you will not be ſo irreyercnt asto ſay that 
zÞ| they ere Knaves,, who ſpoke and taught againſt their 
; Conſcience and knowledge,' Therefore they . taught 
i the DoQrine of the Reformation purely and truly: The 
of conſequence is evident : For, what is the Doctrine 
;#.þ of the Reformation, but what Wiſe learned Men of 
:> found Jiidgment think and underſtand by Scriptureto 
{ betrue? Why is figurative Preſence the Dodtrine of 
| the Reformation? tho denied by Lutherans; Ewho 
1 arc Reformed alſo, ) but becauſe Wiſe learned Men 
ins, Judge by Scripture as they underſtandit, itsthe true 
1 off Doctrine? or can you give me afiy other Rule of Faith, 
d inf} by which we may know what DoGtrine is of the Refor. . 
or mation , and what not , -but Scripture as each Perſon 
dtof} of found Judgment underſtands it? Or what Rule - 
| can you give for to know what is good or cvil to be 
done; but Scripture as underſtood 'by ſuch Perſons 2 
If therefore Luther, Calvin, and the other Doors, 
- its] 1quoted Judge by Scripture that DoErine', and man- 
iff] mer of Life to be true and good ; why may not we ſay 
omy its the Doctrine of the Reformation: If you or the 
Church of Zxgland , or Scotland Judge that DvArine 
10 be falſe, and that manner of Lifeto be a diſſolution 
and corruption.of manners: Why ? youarc Men of 
found Judgment , you underſtand Scripture ſo ; that 
] will be the Do&rine alſo of the Reformation, you 
& may believe it: But you muſt notdeny that Luther 
iff] 22d Calvins Dorine alſo isof the Reformation, be» 
nd cauſe they were Men of as ſounda Judgment as you. 
© Youtranſorefs hainouſly againſt modeſty ,*in ſaying . | 
11 thoſe ſacred Organs of God ſwerved from the Spirit 
8. and Holineſs of the Reformation ; which having no 
he other Rule of Faith but Scripture , as cach Perfon of 
found Judgment underſtandsit ; its Spirit and Holineſs 
{| <onſiſt in framing our Liſe and Doftrine to that Rule, 
2.1 our blefled Refarmers and Reformatian inits begin. 
_- ER her nyt E 4 ping 


(44) 
ning did-; believing thoſe Tenets, which you call Er. | 
rors and Blaphemy; and living that Lifewhich you calle 
- Diffolution and Corruption of Manners ; becauſetheyany- 
Judge by Scripture, as they underſtood it , that DocYaxCa 
' trine and Manner of Life was True, Innocent , andJfof E 
Good-; andif you like it as they did., you may believe, from 
andliveastheydid , and bea good Child of the Refor-[Life 
. mation: Confider I'pray all the Works and Do&rinefſkeu 
_ of Luther, ( the like I'ſfay of our other firſt Reformers,){whic 
the three-parts of his Dodrrine is againſt Popery , andJof tl 
they ſay , all are Hereſics and Blaſphemies ; the reſt is}ſaj 
cohtrary to the Church of England, and She ſayes,flizge 
this is alſo. Errors and Blaſphemy, ſo you conſpir@{D6 
with the Papiſts,to'deſtroy the credit of our firſtand beſtÞSer';! 
Retormer ; and betwixt you both., you unplume himFfant: 
of .all his Feathers, and leave 'him not a bit ef good mit: 
Dodtrine. | "Ichi 
But 1 will ftand to the Spirit, and Principles of :thefyou 
Reformation , and Congregations, as now they arez und: 
ſince that you do ſo much boalt of its Purity and greatwhy 
Perfe&ions; and I will prove that DoQrine, and maneſ[ther 
_nerof Lite, may be believed and followed Lawfullyf may 
ftanding to its Principles: For if the Spirit of the Re«Þ| Jud! 
formation be at preſent among us, we muſt not bef[plai 
forced , as in Pepery to believe againſt our proper Judg-|| 08- 
ments, what others believe by Scripture to be true anf-: 7 
Holy; but whateachone thinks in his own Conſcience] Mat 
to be ſuch; becanſe evennow at preſent; our Rule off Be! 
Faith, is Scripture as each Peſon of ſound Judgmentf its 1 
underſtands it, and thisis the ſame Rule which Luther 2a! 
and the Reformation in its beginning had: This Holy li. ev 
berty is the beſt Jewel , thegreateſt PerfeRion , and S©1l 
moſt Glorious Prerpgative the Reformation has: if fon 
therefore now atpreſentany Man Judges by Scripture, ill u 
that he can Marry ten Wivesatatime; that hecan kill | 22" 
his own Son as Abraham intended; that he may come ie 
mit inceſt with hisown Daughter ,*as Loz did ; that fay 
EY. ; there 


- 


elf: SE Þ 
callere is no Sin but Incredulity ,as Luther believed # nor 
heyJany-Myftcry ofthe Trinity of Perſons in.one Nature ,. - 
ocigCalvin believed With what Juſtice can the Church, 
andfot England fay a Man does not believe andlive as be- 
ve, frometh a Reformed Child, or that his Do@rineand- 
forsJLife is ſcandalous? W hereas he lives and belieycsas 
inefke underſtands by Scripture, he may -or oughttodo , 
ws. which is he Rule of Faith of the Reformation, even 
| 

P 


of the Church of. England ? The Church of Exgland 
Jays, the Lutheran Dofrine of the Real Preſence, 
es, fizgot the DoQtrine of Scripture; that the Presbyterian 
ir Doctrine againft Epiſcopacy , is not the Do&Grine of 
eftÞScripture ; that the Anabeptift Dofrine againſt In- 
imFfants Baptiſm , *is not of Scripture 3, and yet you per= 
odf mit them all tolive in Peacez you Confeſs they are true 
_IChildren of the Reformation, tho Difſenters from 
hefyou; why? Becauſe they follow Scripture asthey 
e, underſtand. it , and- this-is our Rule of Faith: Ahd 


th why will not youſay , the Belict and Life of thargs = 


n-f ther Man- is alſo of the: Reformation , tho abſurd it 
ly may ſeem to-iyou ; ſince: he believes and. lives as lie. 
cf Judges by Scripture he may=z- It follows ther@ore 
beſplainly , that this is thg Do@rine of the-Retormati- 
o.f 08. Bo 

- + Tſmael, - 1confeſs our Rule of Faith in the Refor- 
ce mation, is Scripture as cach perſon of fpund Judg- 
off ment underſtands it: but you cannot dopbt but that 
nt} its geedfull to moderat and curb this libertic, 'or it 
er may run too farr : forifcycry man be lycenc't tobe- 
| lieveand teach eyery thing he fancies te be according 
{ Scripture ; as there is no. Do&rine ſo execrable but 
| ſome ignorant Reader may hitupon a text, which, 
ill underftood may fſcem to, favour it ;*ſo therewill be 
none but may be believed , and called the Doftrine of 
the Reformation : for example, Bezai teaches ,(and 
fayes its alſo the NpArine of Calvin; Saumaize and 
Geneve , ) that- the Lords, Supper may be lawfully ad- + 
i Fpiſt, 2. 2, &' 25, Miniſtcred 


|  formedChild to miſlike or blame that all people ſhould: 


| miniſter'd in any kind of yituals as well as in Bread, 
_ and Wine; inEges”, Fleſh, Fiſh, &c. Where ther 


is no bread and wine , (ayes he , we may duly celebrate 
if infleed of them, we uſe , what we uſually eate anſth 


drink. And again inthe ſame places» If there:be no we- 


.ter at hand, and that*Baptiſm' cannot be with edifica-| 


$ion differed 1 would Papt:te inany other liquor: 


Iſeac. And'why ſhould not Ke x lawfull tro any Rel 


formed.to believe this , whereas ifs Scripture as inter- 


preted by a man of fo ſound a Judgment ? but I do not 
in any wiſe like that opinion of yoursand ofthe Church 
of England, that its conyenient to limit and curb meyy 
Judgments leaſt they may- run too: far # this isthe Po. 
' liey of Rome ;. They will not permit an arbitrary in. 
terpretation of Scripture, alleadging forſooth , for 
inconyeniencie, the multicude of abſurd Dofring 
which the word would ſwarm with , if fuch a liberti 
weregranted.: No., No; farbe it from any true Re-: 


- Interpret Sctipture, and-believe what they- Judge by" 
ittobe true: and if what the Judge co-be true', ſhou 

on you fals and ſcandalous; do tbr you belieye 
it, Bntler them believeit,, and rhey will be ofthe Re 


formation , becauſe they follow our Rule of Faith. '] 


Iſmael. k Luther, I Melanflon , m Muſculus , i 


Orhings, o Bex& and others teach the lawfulneſs of Bi- | 


gamy or multiplicity of. Wives, and: prove it with the 


example of Abraham, Tſaacand Jacob: and Ochinus | 


expoundingthe text of Sr. Pau! ; It behoveth « Biſhop 


3  tobea men of one Wife: The prohibition ſayes he, is | 
. n0t to be underſtood ſo , that «a Biſhop. /bould: have but; 
one wife at a time, for certainly hemay havemany,, but 


_S:'Paul's meaning is, that he ought not to hays tq0 mas 
ny wyveratatime; that's to ſay ten ortwemie: 
CT | 0 , Iſaac. 
k. To. 5, Wittem, ſerm. de Matrim. & in 1, ad Corint. 7 
I. Confi/, Theol. par 1. pag, 648. & 13447 mr in Eprff. Pal. 
ad Phil. &r in 1. adTim,3. niib.2, Dial. 21, Oi, de 
Repud, & Divett. pag, 223, 


# 


ad, 
hen 


41e, 
ang 


TW 4. 
Ic 


Þ in hers t0 live without a man. 


(47). 

. Fſaac. And will you deny this to be the Do&rine of 
the Reformation , whereas its Scriptureas inteipreted 
by men of ſo eminent and ſound a Judgment 2. | 

Iſmael. The Synod of Gejeve; pand the qEccle- 
Laftical Diſciplin of France printed.at Saumure , has * 


| decreed, thata Wife whoſe Husband is a longtime 
| abſent, may have him called by the publick Cryer, and 


if within a competent time he does not appear, with- 
put any further enquiry , the Minifters may licence ber 
to marry an other , or marry her himſelf. 

Iſaae. Ifay, all honeſt Women may praiſe this 
Doctrine without ſcruple or ſhame , whereas its Scrip.. | 
tureas jnterpreted by that thrice holy ſynod : but let 
Seamen bewar how they undertake long voyages, . for 
feare their Wyyes may take other Huſbands in their 


4 abſence. 


Iſmael. Luther r teachs itslawfull toa Wife, if 
her Husband does not pleaſe her , to call her Man (er 
vant ,* or her neighbour ; which. Do&rine they ſay is 


| come to the-carcs of our London Siſters; and he gives 


the like libertie to the husbands, if their W,yves be 
pettiſh and huworſom. ifthe Husband ſayes he, can- 
vot-corrett the humorſomneſs of his Wife , he may img- 
gin he is dead, and may marry another, becauſeits 
not in the pomer of a Man 7 without a Woman, nor 


Tſaxc, This is Scriptureas interpreted by Luther , 


{ and conſequently muſt not be denied to be the Dorin 
| of the Reformation; nor can any of our Refqrmation 


be juſtly puniſht or blam'd for praQiſing it, ifheJud- 
,gcs by oo. it be true, ( as Luther did ) for thisjs 
our Rule of Faith. But Luther never gave this libertie; 

butupon condition, that the Husband or Wife ſhould 

firft make their complaint before a Magiſtrat , for to 

ave arcdreſs of their injurie and diſcontent : but this 

. CO» 


p Canon, Generales Geuuen ty560. Qq Chap. 13. art,z1 7 
| of To, $4 Wierens: ſeres, dc Mautrim. ' 3 


4 
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eondition feerns too comberſom to the modefty of ot - 
- Siſters; they do not ſubmit to it , "but do themſelygthe 
- juſtice without any addreſs to the Magiftrat. 1 knoyf tec 
alſo that not only Luther , but ſBucer , £ Melanfaj be 
rs Ochinus, x Muſculus and Calvin y do teach that a Ma Nu 
who finds bis Wife in Adulterie, may caſt her of by red 
| Diyorce and marry an other ; and oar French Synoap Fra 
bave ordered this DoQrine to be put in their Eccleſiaf] bel 
tical Difciplin, ſo that its the DoQrine of Scripture aj Rel 


interpr 


by theſe Perſons of ſound Judgment”, ani full 


conſequently ofthe Reformation : -you may therefor Cal: 
believe and pradtiſe it ; our Siſters , particularly ouf wil 
Minifters W.yves, were much alarm'd at this Do&trinef Syn 
and fay its adamnable Hereſy : belicye as youpleaſe.] pee 
_ - Iſmael. Does notLuther ſay its impoſſible a 7 young] Re 
Man of 20 years can live without a Woman ; or: 
young Maide of 18 years, without a Man ; whereby forr 
Il Parents may believetheir Daughters of that age art of C 


* defied, if norpreferr'd in duetime : ſure 
fay this is the DoQrine of the Reformation. 


/ 


you will nof-mar 


.yan 
Iſaxc. And who doubts but that its the Reformeland 
Do&trihe ; Scripture asinterpreted by ſo ſound a Judgy Ob, 
ment : the cofitrary DuCtrine isalſo of the Reforma ig þ 
tion, and you may believeit , becauſe our Gloriowl Ari, 


Queen Elizabeth dyed a 


. ported ſome few ſellows' 


continently. 


in; andits credihly r 


V 
| Y and Cambridg 


rfmaet. "But what do you think ofa Child Chri 


ften'd in Popery by a Monk or a Fryar,, ought he to bt 
Chriſten'd again in our Reformation ? and what ifal ce. 
Popiſh Prieſt or Fryar did become of our Reformed] ; 


\ Church, can he lawfully marry whereas he made 3 


vow of Chaſtity'? 


ſ Te. 5, Wittemob. ſerm. de Matrim. t In Scyiptis A 
u #» Confil. Theol} 


Reg. Chr. 122.c. 26. & in Matth. c. 19. 


pay. x. pag- 648. /e& 134- 


z Ser. de Mani, 


Tſaat, 


nglict 


x Dral. 200, & 204. Epiſh.$ 


| Pawl.adTim.3. y 1.4 Inft,6,19- ſed. 37. Diſcip. Eeel e.54, 


ding 


elivf with 


plea 
the! 
bent 


our 
Gho 
petit 
and 


EF >: 
oh Tſace. As ro the firſt Quere, its the Doftrine of 
ly the Reformation declared by many French'Synods and 
zowf recorded in their Eccleſiaſtical Diſciplin , that hemuſt 
af be Chriſten'd again , becauſe the firſt Baptiſm was 
Mail Null: its alſo the Do&rine of the Reformation decla-' 
fb red by the Church of England and many Synods of 
id France , that the firſt Baptiſm is ſufficient and yalid : 
believe which you pleaſe. It's alſo the Dorine ot the 
4 Reformation, that Infants Baptiſm is not at all need- 
ndf full ( nay nor Lawfull ay the 4nabaprifts) ſo ſayes 
orf Calvin a Zuinglius , . Beza and many others, itslike- 
ouf wiſc the DoQrine of our 39. Articles-b ; and our holy - 
neg Synod of London c that Infants baptiſm is lawfoll and: 
e. ] peedfull. Believe which you like beſt ; both ar of the 
{ Reformation. $8, 

As tothe ſecond Dygere, its the DeCtrine of the Re- 
eb] formation that Prieſts and Fryars are obliged to the vow 
are of Chaſtity which they made in Popery , and canngqs 
f-marry ; this is the DoEtrine of many of our Brethren 
.Fand particularly of d Hooker , e Marloratus, Budellus 
Mand fcouel; who ſay the Papiſh vows of Povertie, 
Obedience and Chaſtitic are commendable and ought 
tobe kept. You may alſo believe this is wicked Do- 
I rine, and that they. may take Wifes notwithſtan- 
160 ding their vow of Chaſtitie, as well as Benefices not= 
livf withſtanding their vow of Poverty : believe which you 
| pleaſe ; both Doftrins are of the Reformation ; but 
'J the beft isto ſay they can marry ; for if marriage and 
benefices were denyed them ,- no Prieſt or Fryar woutd: 
ever embrace our Reformed Dofrine : We know 
'T our great Zuingiins himſelf would not at all preach the 
Ghoſpell unto the Suitzers, untill that he preſented a 
petition for himſelf and his companions , ( all Prieſts 


fath and Fryars.) extant yet in his 1, Tom. pag. 110. and 
ich = obtain- 
eo 


p.S, ' a lib. 4 Inff, c. 15. ſef. 20. & 21. b AﬀR.27, c Can 
$13. 29. d lib, 2: Eccleſ. Polit. pag. 1063, & IiTim.c, $0- 
' f In gefenſ, Heokeri art 8, | 


— 


(.59.) 


obtained the contents of it, which wasto have Wifes, 


-Nor can wee doubt this to be the beſt Do&rine, where. 


as Luther, Bexg and almoſt all our other Reformers, ſ j 


were Prieſts and Fryars, and the firſt ſtep they gave 


in the Reformation was to Marry: the Papiſts and ſome 
weak Brethren were much ſcandalized at Luthers mar. 


riage, and Eraſmus his ralleric upon it was much ſo- 


Iemniſed ; Luther yeſterday a Monk , ts dey a Husband, | 
4 


«nd next day a Father , becauſe that honeſt Cate Boren, 
his virtuous Bride , was hapily delivred of a lovely Boy 
eight daycs after he married her: but the Servant of 
. Goddid not regret the a&ion , which proves that he 
judged by Scripture it was very lawſull. | 


V. DIALOGUE. 


oy 


$MAEEL. Youknow TI have been born and bred: 

in our holy Reformation, and a Church of Exg- 
' Tand man ; youtell mel may believe this or that, and 
whatever I pleaſe ; I would gladly ſettly once tor ever, 
and reſolye what I may , and ought to believe, and 
not to be every day carried away with every wind of 
Dvctrine : let me, tg that purpoſe propoſe unto you, 
and hear your reſolution of ſome doubts, What do: 

on think , have not weea Church on earth eſtabliſhe 


tion 
ſoo 
lakir 
that 
ſoo 
dette 


y Chiift , wherein we are to live and ſeeyc him , and[Refe 
believe her Dottrine? 0 Þerig 


Iſaac. I will give you no other inſtruion nor an- 
. ſwer butthe pure Doctrine of the Reformation; which 
whenyou have hard, you may determin as you like 


beſt, what Religion to embrace ;/ but know this,'þ 


that after you have determin'd with your ſelf to believe 
this or that ; you may with a very ſafe conſcience alter 


that reſolution next day atter,and belieye the quite con-| 


0 be 
lie) 
gc 


trary |. 


(52 ) 


<& | trary to what you reſolved to believe, if upon better 
re-| conſideration you think the contrary to be true ; this 
18, | is the libertie of the boly Reformation as I proved in 
vel my firſt-Njalogue. 
me. Asto yotir preſent doubt] anſwer, its the Dotrine 
ar-| of the Reformation , that it was Jeſus Chriſt the Son 
ſo- | of God who eſtabliſh the Church ; you may believe it 
1d, | therefore 3 It's alſo the DoEtrine of the Reformation , 
en, | that it was not Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God who efta- 
oy | bliſht the Church : thatthis is the DoQrine of our Re» 
of | formation its apparent; for its Scripture as interpre. 
hefted by Ochinus a man of ſound Judgment , whom all 
Italy could not match , ſaycs Calvin ; in whoſe preſence- 
England was happy , and unhappy in his abſence , ſayes 
— [[B. Bale: Ochinus ſpeakesthus, « Con{tdering how the 
Church was eftabli/ht by Chriſt and waſht with his Blood; 
«rd conſedering again how it was utter'y overthrowen by. 
JPapacy : I conc:uded that he who eſtabliſht it , could not 
.þbe.Chriſt the Son of God, becauſe he wanted providence ; 
redJand upon this refttion he renounced Chriſt and be- 
vg-Jame a Jew: And no man can fay but that he ated 
.ndJand behaved himſelf like a true Child of the Reforma- 
er, tion in ſo doing ; for he followed Scripture as he under- 
ndfſtoodit ; and as he wasa true Reformed Child in for- 
of faking Popery , becauſe he. underſtood by Scripture , 
zu, thatthe Reformation was better ; ſo fince he under. 
dofſtood by reading Scripture more , that -Judaiſm was 
ſhefſbetter than the Reformation, he ated like a good 
nd[Reformed,, in choſing that which he underſtood by 
\Pcripture.to'be the beſt : this is the Reformations Rule 
an- of Faith - do you, if you pleaſe, ashedid, and you'l 
ichÞcas good a Reformed as he. DNL 
ike And if you chooſe to believe that there is a Church 
is, Þ{tabliſht on earth by Chriſt , you muſt beware never 
eve fo belieye or perſwade your (elf that wee are bound to 
lterÞclieve her DoQrine, or live in her, if you do not 
on-Judge by Scripture that ſhe teaches the 'Doftrine of 
ary]. a InPrefat. Dialog. F 3... Chriſt 


| So ( "FS, ) F, 
 Chrift: Thisisthemioſt eſſential point of Popery; ati 
:Obligation of ſubmitting our judgmentsto the-Charchjlw 
and bclicying herDoQtrin without any more examing] 
and in this the Church of E»g/and is much like the Polth, 
piſh:Church- which by Ats of Parliaments and otheaſm 
ſcycrities, would obligeall men to belieyc her Dorith 
Rites and Ceremonies: No , "God has given us Scripdih 
turc for our Rule of Faith; as wee forſouk the Popiſhſin! 
' Church, becauſe wee diſcovered by Scripture her mai & 
* nyErrorsin Doftrin ; ſo weearenot bound to believgIip+ 
the Doin of any other Church, but as wee find 'by jo 
Scripture her Doctrine is true. Do, and 'fpeak as Las 
ther to: 1. Edit, Jen. iff Refolut. 1-will be free, anifiele 
will not ſubmit tothe euthority of Conncils, Popes Churt lie 
or univerſity; tothe :contrary 1 will confidently teach of 
whatever 1 Judge to betrue; wether it be Catholick Dial ted 
Qrine or Heretical-; condemned of «proved. - © Weeſ 
* _ _ Tſmael. Muſt | not believethatthe Dofrine of Je re/ 
' tus Chiift, delivercd to his Apoſtles and the Churchſog 
* {#strue Do@rine? + e5 _ 7 


"Iſaac. The Reformation teaches, itis,«and youl roy 
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NASA (54). 

Scripture interpreted by ſuch renouned men. © - * 
Iſmael. - Thisis moſt wicked Dodtrine,, PI never} | 
believe it, DE EIS SEE TO =” -- 

> Tſaac. * If you think by Scripture its wicked , dg 
. nor: follow your Rule of Faigh , S—_ as you un? 
derſtand it : but ifany other nnderſtafids by Scripture 
( asthofe authors did ) that the DoErine is good , giveſ- 
him leaye to belicycit ; hee'l but follow his Rule off” 
Faith ; Scripture as he underſtands it. "i 


, R 


» FY. 9%. won. wp. ot 


1Tſmael. I'would gladly know which are the true] g 
+ Eanonical Books of Scripture. Þ *© .* © Þ 1 
"TJa4c. The Reformation teathes and you may believe x 
with the Church of England, that S. Paul Epiſtle to thif 
Hebrews ; thoſe of James and Jude : the 2. of S. Peterif: y 
the 2-and 3. of S. John, aretrue Canonical Scripturgf © 
. the Reformation alſo teachs they are not Canonical t| 
becauſe Lutherans deny them ; believe which you lil” $ 
. beſt. But if you'llivein peace, and out of all ſtrife} R 
with Proteflants , Lutherans, -and others, who diff - 
ute, ifthisor rhat be Canonical Scripture ; your «f 0 
dicft and ſpecdieſt way willbe, to ſay ther's no trut 
Canonical Scriptare ; Scripture is no more to be rei © c: 
W 


garded than other pious Books: ifyou ſay this is not thif 
Hog rinof the Reformation ;' read Hoſſias de expreſſiq” P: 
Verbo Dei, & (ib. de Hey, where he relates this to bi. 
_ the Dodrin,ofthe Swinfeldians , as 200d Reformers a 

the belt of 13: they fay, that wee are notto regard an w 
* inftguRtion for manor Bock, but Gods immediat in} to 
fpiration , which ſpeaks ſecretly to our hearts; fo; m 
which they allgdge thoſe comfortable words of thi c 
Prophet , 1 wil hexr what my Lora my God ſpeaks ME ex 
me: for fay they., the Book which we call Scriptuty] ca 
is a creature ; and we muſt not ſeek for light and. inf x5 
'Arudtion from aty creature , but from God the Fathe *thi 
of Lights.  Thisis Scripture as interggeted by Men off. w: 
found Judgment : any Child-of the Reformation may] Fi 
believeit, | 4 + + Tl: 

L/marll 


[2 - (-53.) il 
- } | 7/mael. Ithoughtto ſettle my mindin- ojee of - 
eval. Ayo and you go the way ab or fo, - 
4 all; for if you renverſe the Authority of Scripture, what 
» dof} warrant ſhall we have for 'any- Religion ? God” forbid 
1 un} the Reformation ſhould Yeny the true Canon, or the. 
turf infallible truth of Seriptare; and let all*the.world fay - 
give-the contraty ,. 1 wilt conftantly.aver and believe it's 


lc of Gods infallible word. © - Wo HY 
'F _ Iſaac. How cat you ſay I beat you from all Reli- 
true} ' gion, when I dire&edly perfwade. you tofollow the 
_ *þ Rule of Faithof our Ref&rmation , Striprare as each 
eV eerſew of ſound Tndgment mideyſtands it ; let this be your 
& Religion, if you will bea trac Reformed ; Whateyer 
i you judgein your conſcience to be true ; Jet the Church 
uref . of England, or France or any otherſay and believe what 
calf they will ; youare to. believe but what you judge by 
ike” Scripture to be true 7 and this is the Religion of the » 
eh Reformation. ** ADERS EIS 3 
- Tſmael. 1 would gladly know, ifitbe lawful toichop 
'or change text? © CN at Bare 4.5 F-: 

 Tſaac. It's the Dofrin of the Reſormationthat you. 

4 cannot, becauſe God has forbid to:add to, or take a- 
” way from his word : and therefore wee condemanthe - 

" Papiſts for their Tradition, obtuded upon the flock 

MF asthe Word of God: It's alſo the Dofrin of the Re- 
Sf. formation , and the praQtiſe of agar beſt Reformer; + - 

}F when the text docs nor ſpeak clcerly Enough) (that. for . 

i044 to refute Popery and eſtabliſh our own Dodtrin , "wee 
A may add or diminiſha word or twoy which is not” ro. 
thi change the Word of God , - but to make'it ſpeak more 
'M expreſly : as when Luther had a mind to preach Thftiff. _ - 
ml cation by Faith «lone; finding the Text ſaid bur, "Man | | 
F5 juſtified by Faith,he added th word Alone;and made — 
*the Text very cleer againſt Popery-, which formerly 
; was ſom what obſcure: Zuinglius being to teach the 
' Figurative preſence of Chriſtin the Sacrament, found 
the Text, this is my Body , bo be too pat againſt his 
| | ____ .. -..,,- Docrine 


\% 


. - 


- Nr 
Dodtrin'; and inftced of 1s, put in, chris fgnifleth + 


: The Chyrchof &nglend being to preach the Kings Spin, |: 


ritual Supremacy , could not convince the obſtinar® 


Papiſt by the Original Text, which ſaid 1 Pet. 2. ſubmit | 


your ſelyes unto every h1man creature for the Lord's* 


_ fake , whether it it be the King as excelling , or to, &c,Þ 
Byt it King Edwards time they altered one word, and} 
made the Text thus, ſubmit your ſelves to every Ordi=:| 
nance of Man, whether it be tothe King as being the] 

. 'Cheefhead , and the following tmpreſlions of the Bible] 

yo =, 1557.and 79. ſay, To the King as. ſupream. | 

A 


fo the true Doin is.cleerly convinced out of. 


Scripture: asalſo the Lawfulneſs of Prieſts marriage ;\ [| 


for the Text before the Reformation ſaid .1. Cor. 9.* 


tric 
Dc 


have not wee powey t0 lead about a Woman ſiſter and; 
now our Bibles 4 » bave not wee power to lead tbout a: 


' Wife being exr_ Siſter: hence its evident according the. : 
Dodtrin and prattiic of our Reformation , that when'Þ 


you-haye a mind: to eſtabliſh a DoQrin which. you"? 
- judge to betrue, you may change the Text and make: 

it ſpeak to your ſenſe 
© Four ſenſe to be true. 


7 farcel. What do you think of, Inuſlifying Faith? does. s 


Feith alone juſtify us ? 


, Your It's the DoQtrin of the Reformation, that lo 
- without charity it cannot, becauſe S; Pal ſayes 1.Cor; ſ 


' 13: 1f1 have Faith ſo as to move mountains , and have. 


Scripture as interpreted by. Luther a man of ſound: 


Judgment : | Whoſay ,quoth Luther, that Faith alone” p 


meaning, provided you judge | 


nocbarity, 1am nothing , It'salſo the Dotrin of the Þ 
Reformation , "that its impious and wicked to fay, Þ 
Faith alone without charity does notjuſtiſy ; this is |. 


tho perfei#, it be cannot juſtify without charity ; ſay, 


improufly and wickedly ; becauſe Faith atone without;| 
any good works doth. juſtify. Believe which Do&rin 


[7 
- 


you pleaſe; both arc of che Reformation, 


© | Incap. 1,6 Gal, & ſerm, Angl. page 304 


/\/ 


\ 


- "ad 


 tfmark | 


MY ? 


os ' 
-s At 
£4 wh 


th + 


CF a. 0 


pis |--Tſinael.': Lyther was inſolent' in:cheeking'the Doc: 
nat*[ trin of S. Pal. \- 


nit 


| Tfacc. Probably he did-not refle&:that it was the 


d'rfDodrin ofthe Apoſtle ; - and if you wjll have it to be 


4a Check of S. Paul; Luther m wilt abſwer-for himſclf, 
"I Feit, fayeshe, that the Church, Auguſtin. or other 


ja | Doflors; alſo Peter and Pgul, neyandan tngel from - 


x | Heaven ſhould teach otherwiſethan as 1 teach; yer my' 
| PoArine is ſuch thatit ſetteth forth Gods Glory; 1 kawow- 
ilteach no Human"), but Divine-Dottrine. 595 Wi 
f } Its the Doctrineof the Reformation, thar he b” 
e 3; | lone without any good Words , and. notwithſtanding 
*F all Sjns yoa are Guilty of ,_ doth: juftifie you + --This ts 
i] Scripture as. Interpreted by Lather ,' who fayes, no- 
| thing can damn'you but Increduliry , 'as nothing bue 


ie] Faith canſaveyou ;- of Whitaker, Wettenz' Fulk; and 


is | quitatis , heſayes, Chriſt himſelf did not by all his god: 

d', Works. merit the Gloyy :- And-tho the Scripture ſayes.' 
|. Expreſly hedid ; Calvin q affirms, thet its '4 Fookſo oj 
4] curioſity to exemine , anda raſh propoſition ro. ſayChriſt 
4, did Mevit. bo | > | SOLE «I 


þ 'Þ Aﬀriand Mon, pag. 514- .q Lib. a. Inft, 6, v7. ſe. G: 


| Zeze ,* whoſe Words I related in our precedent Dialo=. 

14 gue;which I belive you remember, & 1 neednot;yepeat, - 

+ + Irsalfo the Doftrine of the Reformation, .thargood: 

{| Works are meritorious of Graceand Glory y* u Homer : 
' s 'of 


| and. Harmonia confeſs : 0 Say 'its ' the Dot - 
| Scripture; and what any Perſon of ſoand Judgment: _ . 
d | Judgneo be the Doftrine of Scripture, he may believe" 
Jitz; for 

] Dodtrine generally of all our Church; that good: 
04 Work&are not afall meritorious :- 'Tindal ; (called: 
| by Fox þ a Man of God and a conftant Martyr,) Judges” 
, | this to he ſo true, thatinhis Treatiſe de Mammona 1#7- 


his is our Rule 'of Faith : Its likewiſe*the 


- -Its Dodtrine of the Reformation... that tho- 200d . 


' Fol.29. n Lib.5.dg Eccl. Potht. ſeF.72. © Pag.495: & 273 - © 


| Sea _-» Works. 
m_ In Epift. ad Gal.c, 1. & 2. & Tom. 5. Wittemb, an.1554 © 
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Works be notmeritorious , nor haye not the leaſt in-J 7 
fluence in. our Inſtificetion or Salvation; yet they arg]de! 
abſolutely. necdful for both -in, as much as that trughdnc 
Faith cannot be-without good Works; becauſe theythe 

are the: narks.and figns-of a living Faith, by whiclgh 

alone wearefayed ; this isthe Judgment of the Church} 4 

of England, expreſſed in the 11.and 12. Article , of fa! 

the:39..and of Melanf#on in locis Commuts. de Bonis 0} 4 Ji 
ribus., andyou may belicycit: You may alſo believez}Þ#! 
and its the Doftrine of the Reformation , that good ihe! 

Wigrks arc fo farr from being need(ul ,. that they are;ÞFer: 
prejudiciousand hurtful to our Salyation., and the beftiihe 
way to be ſaved; is todono food Work at all; chis ix FÞel 
Scriptureas Interpreted-by Uliricus, Flercizs , Amisd[you 

derfas ; quoted in Act. Collog. 4ldeburg.. pag. 20 5.3] vr 

and 299. and Luther,, r was ſo deeply perſwaded of tbo 
| thistruth,,. thothat Chriſtfaid , 1f thou wilt eqger in10tiin 
the Kingdew of Heaven, keep the Commandment: Lu-\[Ru 

- ther ſaycs,,.its an obſtacle to our-Salyation 'to keep/IJin 

them 2", Where it is ſaid, quoth he, that Faith in\tho 

' Chriſt-dath indeed juſlifie ns ,- but that it is neceſſary alſo}but 

t0-keep the Commendements ,” there Chriſt is denied , aud} Scr 

Faith abok/ht; becauſe that which is proper taigith$#"c 
aloneis attributed 10. the Commandements, Andagain*}Do 

ſ fayes he: iff FaitÞ' be accompanied with good Works," [Do 

its no true Faith; that it may juſtifie it muſt be alone for. 

mithout any good Works. This is- Scripture:as Inter-Janc 

'pretgd by-ſuch Eminent and ſound Men; andconſe.JDc 

- quently the Dodrine of the' Reformation; ' and whois 

Saks but that any DoRvine of the Reformation-may *]?re 
be helieved.. Hence. forward ,- when - you hear 'the Jac 

's Preacherexhbort you to good Works, you may believe: Pr 

- him, if youpleaſe, and have a mind tofpendyour | | : 

Monies; becauſe he Preaches the Doftrine of the Re- 4]po! 

formation: Or you may Jlaughat him, and believe tt 

nota Word he ſayes ,. becauſe he Preachs againſt the |: 

Do&rine.of the Reformation. * _ Iſmael. tle 

LE: r In Comment. icap. 2. 6d Gal,  # To. , Propoſit-3.- 


SY be: 


'C 2. 
Fla 1 1/meel. Theſe are danyirone cndfaridiloth cnets: 
ai teſtruive of Picty and Chriſtianity ; and let Lake 
ws id choſe Authors you quoted ; ſay. what they pleaſe, - 
h M; e Reformation,' nor yo Honeſt Man will eyer believe 
ich ich abomipable:Dofrine.:  - 
rch| ji > Iſaac. I donotfay that the Children of the Riſers 
ation are obliged toubclicve them: They may be= 
ZHlieve as you: do, that all are wicked Teners::. But if 
el ALather and che others cited , judgein their Conſcience * 
od [theſe Tencts to be the DbArine' of Scripture, and if 
are, Peter, Tohn or Temes like their Ipterpreration ; Mm fay. - 
cſi [they may accordiny the Principles of our Reformation; 
«if belicvethem., and be as cruly. Reformed Children-as 
w54jyou': For our Rulc of Faith is Scripture ascachPÞect- 
5 fon of found judgement underſtands it, and in believing* . 
FIthoſe Tenets, becauſe they Judge them to be the Doc= 
1:64 trinc of Scripture , they ſtick faſt to, "and follow our. - 
-s) (Pale of Faith :' » Why is Figurative Preſence, andthe 
cp) : bac Supremacy the :Dodrine of theRefotmation = 
#{[thodevicd by Pepifts , Lacherans ,, and Presbyteridhn 
ſo} ſoot becauſe the Proteſtants. Judge its the | 
Scripture: If thEreforetboſc great Authors 1 quote 
Jand any. other with them Judge thoſe Tencts tobethe- 
in [Do&rine of Scripture., they 'can-be juſtly called --h 
LY | 2 On qo ea : ras | 21 
re Jlorced againſt thelr Judgnients to Re 
r=! Jand ny. mona ; 'becouſe-] herans fay its' wicked. 
e..JDoftrine? Arid why mu her , Uliricus, - Flacs, 
OD, {cine , and others be forced todeny thoſe Tenets, tho. — 
y Proteſtants or Papiſis Judge them to-be damnable ? Let 
e3jach one believe what he thinks to be the Doftrine of, 
ef þ [alot » and he will tilfVe a true Refortned Child. 


| 0 | Log 


r_ | 1/mael.- Does not bur Reformation:teach that its: 

= {poſſible toall Men, . aſlifted with Gods Grace ,' tokeep' 

e Jt Commandments? -. | 
e | Tſeac. Thisisthe Doftrine oft e Church of Bn. * 

; ſled, yg conſequently of the- ion: | : _ 


| __ 


Jo the Doftrine of the Reformation delivered out of 


Scripture as Interpreted by Luther, Calvin, Willety 


and ſeyeral others, that its impoſſible to any Man , afs 
ſiſted with what Grace ſoever, to keep the Command; 
ments, None has ever yet , ſayes our great Calvin, 
t and God bas decreed -none ſhall ever keep the Command. 
ments: Again, u The Law and Commandments were 
given iis, to n0 other end but that we ſhould be damn'd 
" bythem, inas much as that it is impoſſible for us to dd 
what they Command. . The ſame Doctrine is taught by 
Luther in ſeveral placgs of his Works, by Willet, 2 and. 
by our Brethren the Gomariſts of Holland , and many, 
of our French Synods. Belieye which you pleaſe, both 
DoKtrinesarc of the Reformatioh. ® | 
" Itsalſothe Dodtrine of Luther, and Calvin, that 
God does not caſt Men inte the Hell becauſe their Sins 
"deſerve it; nor fave Men-becauſe they merit it ; but 
meerly becauſc he will haycit ſo: He crowns thoſe wha 
have not deſervedit , ſayes Luther, y and he puniſhes 


thoſe who have not deſerved it: *'Tis Gods Wrath and | 
Severity ta damn the one, 'tis Gods Grace and Mercy te] 
ave the other. "Calvin alſo, 3 Men are damn'd for |. 
no other cauſe but becauſe God will have it ſo; he is the|| 
cauſe and Author of their damnation ; their dammation | 


is decreedihy God when they are in their Mother's Womb , 
becauſe he will haveit:ſo ; This is allo the belief of our 


Gomariſts in Holland , of many French Churches, and |.« 
of ſeveral learned Calvirttfls: Tho the Church of En-| 


glen denies this Do&rine, none will dare ſay its not 
t 


ce Doctrine of the Retormation, becauſe its Scripture |. 


as Interpreted by ſuch Eminent Men of our Church. 
Iſmael. 1 will never. btlieve ſuch execrable Doc- 


_. rrines; nor will Icyer be of atty Congregation which | 


believes them. ' Iſaac, 


e Lib. 2. Inflit.c.7. ſeft.5. u Harm, Evang. in Luc.c. 10, | 


werſ. 26, x In Synop. Papiſmi pag. 564. Y Lib. de ſervo, 
Abit cont, Eraſm, 7 Lib. tiftre C21, ſet. 5, © 7+ CT: 
C, 22, ef. Il. & cap, 13, ſeb.l, 
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Cu) 

t of] 1ſaat; Idonot adviſe you to believethem ; but t 
lety}yive others leave to believe them , . if they think them 

aſ*Jto be the Dofrine of Scripture; as. Luther , Galvin , * 
nd:IFillet , Gomeariſts , and others do :© You muſt not , 
ingfif you be atrue Reformed Child hinder any Man from 
nd-Jhclieving , nor be diſpleaſed with him for belieying 
verefwhat he Judges in his Conſcience to be the DoArine of 
xd |Scripture , & thisis our Rule of Faith : Will not you 
_ dabe of the Congregation 'and: Religion of thoſe, who 
 byfollow Scripture as their Rule of Faith, and Believe 
al what they Judge in their Conſcience to be the Doftrine 
any. of Scripture? BE 
oth] T1ſmael. Yes I will, and am of fuch a Congre- 
-[gation, for this is the Rule of Faith of the Retar- 
hat | mation. | 

ins | Tſaac. : Why then , you muſtbe of the ſame Con. 
ut; pregation with the Gomariſts, Luther, Calvin, and 

| the others, who believe thoſe which you call execrable 

Les [Doftrines, becauſe they follow Scripture asthey un-" 
ad |derſtand ; and believe thoſe Doftrines, becauſe they 
26] Judge them to be o&Scripture : You both follow the 
for | fame Rule , one goes one way, and the other an other, 
the] and both are of the Reformation. © The Church of 
ox || England underſtands by Scripture , that God is not the 
4, | Author nor cauſe of Sin , that he does not force us to 


— = —_— - - - 
hanna eye a On 


— — —— — — —— ————— 


ace wr OE RT 


Is eee rae em ret, A 


is 
£ 
j 
fs 
f 
jf 
'_! 
i 
i 


[3 


x by ſuch;eminent 2nd ſound Joc gments? God _ 
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Calvin, (a) direfts, moves, inclines end forces the Will|.;1 
_ of MantoSin; in ſo much thar the power and efficacy|pr, 
of Working , iswholy in him; Man, nay, and Satall] fuc 
when he impells us ,” being only Gods Inſtruments which[q;. 
he uſes for to make us Sin. Zuinglius , Witlet , Beza\l cle 
teach the ſame. | "Lima 


a Lib. 2. Infl.c.4. feb. 3. &1,1,.c, 18. ſe. 2,61. 3. 6.281 0 
ſe. 4. Lo. 1. de, deprovid. e. 6, in Synopſ. pag. 563. In ma 08! 


nifeft. ffratag, Payiff, 
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VI DIALOGUE. | 
SMAEL. I am weary of hearing ſuch ho "1k. 
4K Blaſphemies ; my Heart tremblesto hear you ſay;ſ,,. 
that ſuch ahominable Tenets may be believed acco k Wit 
ing, our Rule of Faith and Princifffes of our Refor ore 


mir 
her 
der: 
per! 

I 
mn 
En 
"(tor 


"riod: Ibefeech you Ter me hear no more of ſuch ſtuff 
T conceiye'very. welt that Mens Judgments and Cor 
ſciences are not to be conſtrain'd to believe or deny th 
'or that Tenet , becauſe the Pope or his infallible, for 


-. 


"footh , Church will have it ©. _ 
© * Tſaac, And muſt they be conflin'd rodeny or be 
lieve, becauſe the fallible Church &f Exgland or Francy, 
*willhayeit (0? | | WR 2 

Tſmael. No; 


Ido not fay they muſt, have Pag,.. 
_tience , and hear me ſpeaka while :. I ſay that Scripyy,.. 
ture muſt be our Rulc of Faith, and not any Pope, aff, 
Church , or Congregation ; and that we are.nottobey,. 
forced by any to believe, but whatweunderſtapdiyy., 
berrue by Scripturez and that' if-we Judge by Scri ws . 
ture, any Doftrine to be falſe and contrary to Goly . 
Word; we muſt aot be forced to belicyc it; But wy 


(63) . 

. .{mwſt not abuſe this Liberty: That we ſhould have 
"#1 Liberty for to believe or deny Supremacy, Figurative 
aHPreſence, Communion in one or both kinds, and 
te&[fuch other inferior Truths controvefted among Chri- 
1Aftians; and that cach Copgicgation may inſuch Arti- 
}{cles, believe as it underſtands by Scripture to betrue , 
. | may paſs; andits practis'd inour Reformed Churches: 
| But that we ſhould run fofarr, as to bave Liberty by 
«| our Rule of Faith to believe or deny the Fundamental 
'f and Chief Articles of Chriſtianity , as the Trinity, In- 
{carnation , Divinity of Chrift, *&c. That Liberty 
| ought not tobegiven: Our [Reformation'very wiſely 
atand piouſly permits the Lutherans to believe one thing , 
the Precbyterians an other, the Prozeſtants an other, 
and fo of the reſt: Andallare true Reformed Chil. 
dren, becauſe each of them believes as they Judge by 
\ {Scripture tobe true: But the Reformation has neyer 
{given , nor never will give Liberty to Interpret Scrip- 
T#ure againſt the Fundamental Articte of Chriftianity - 
awe muſt be moderate ; and 'keep our rambling fancies 
IH within Compaſs, and if any ſhould Judge and Inter- 
"Fpret Scripture in favour of any ſcandalous and abo- 
WI minable Tenets againſt Chriſtianity and good Manners, 
OF he muſt be checkt}, and not commended: This ni6-. 
* dcration the Churca of England uſes, and will neyer 
"7 permit the contrary. | 
Tſagc. I perceive a great deal of Popiſh Bloodto 
"41mn in your veins, and that f you and your Church of 
"my England, were in powerat the beginning of our Re. 
Formation, weſhould never have had a Lnther , Cal- 
vin, Beza, or ſuch other nobſe and renowned Re- 
"Fiformers: By what gatber from your diſcourſe , Ido 
+ {0ot ſee.the_breth of an Inchs difference berwixt the 
2 Church of Rome, and you and your Church of Ex- 
| ial ud ; forthe Church of Rome will not ſtick to grant , 
- Elthat Gods Word alenc is her Rule of Faith, but ſo 
that none muſt belicyc any ſenſe of it , but as ſhe be- 
Eg T1908 900k it S998" licyes 
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lieyesit ; nor "F.ok td text , but receive ber lay 
terpretation of it :*..T ap of " England has Scrip 
turefor her Rulc of Aith,, a7 ives us Liberty tort ;0 
Interpret, Underfland,.. and Be icye ſome {ex Fof 
ascach one thinks beſt; abd-ſorpermits Presbyteri 
todeny Epiſcopacy , ;Lytheranst0 deny Figuratiye Pre 
cnce.,. &e.. and. owe 

the Reformation , bur. ſhe will give no Liberty at aff 
for tolnterpret. Wi i, but all muſt underitan 
them: a DA or muſt be Hereticks and damn'f / 
Me 5. Father and Taye one: 


= 
4 


ds us "of all; Ty FO d a 


Ft te ae Th of Faith in. Popery. is 
$748 w hall, The by. the Pope and Cont 


+ Rule of. Faith in England as to ſome Articles, Jþ : 


- Scripture as Thterpreted by. Churchs of. England; a þ 


| a$to.0ther Articles, Scripture aseach Perſon of ſound; 
: zent underſtands it : And bug, Proteſtants , : are} 'y 
buthalf Papiſts, and half-Reformed , and "I th ; ; 
ingredients will never makea good campo 1 
i+Let ' any unbyaſs'd; and impartia Man ute 
Ge Cues. of En «ps proceeds Fuſtly in-this: For i 7h tie 
our Ryle of pk opp tbe Scripture as cach Perſon of ſound} 


erftandsit, as ſhe mentions in her 39h, | 


Jadgment 


Articles ;.andas Xs whole Reformation believes, 5 if |” 
weare not tobe conftrained,, ,to. believe any as WH 
ncil, or: Mans ſenſe of Scripture, if we do,n 0 7 hs 


they are all her Brethren of [: 


BA 


- Judgeby the Word of Gadits. true ; by what. Auth ml » for 


| _ © rityRuleor Reaſon; can the Church of England give 
me Libertyto- underſtand and believe ſome. Texts, a Þ 
'H | als and.deny me; Liberty for to. underſtand. a: od 


others, wh Judge by ny they ouſt F | 


bY 
iS 
hy: 6 


F a0 underſtood} 1 ray. obſerve well this diſcoutſe: 
\ 7 {here are Lavher , Calvin, Beta,  Zuinglius', and" - 
+34 0! Ne firſt Reformets 3; they Interpret me' Texts ®- | 
"FF" gair of the DoCtrine of Rome, and others ag ainft the 
i, 1 D, oftrine of the Church of England: Th atepraiſed 
"uy; -3eS firſt, andeftcemed Apoftotica oy ry en 
FEeauſc without any regard of 'what the Chivech "of Rene 
rey {aid ,, they freely taughrand won ger an- of 
9 Ms So ureto be true ; why muſt not they by 
1 cſicernied true Reformers alſo ;-for not | 
what the Church of England or'any other _ bur 

| oboe the impoſſibility of Gods Commandments,” the 
ve, A tibciency; 'Faith alone j and hs rages wry 

Ex bich you fo much mifike, fince'the fron: nh fm 
cx i ture”, that to.be the true Dofrine :  Are-t . 
ce {to fubmit their Judgments tothe Church of England, 
S 5. __ than to that of Rowe 2 © | 
af” 1/migel But in thoſe Tenets (bey'do noreaty46a- 
nd, {tra i@ the Church of England;bur all ChriſtianChurch- 

*es and Con; regations; for all will 7 thoſe are deoy vin 

RL fcanda afous 'DoArine. © £ 


16Z 8 _ . JW 
Be. 1 
0g! | may not iether © nhltne Hg *tho all the Worldandten 
Fs A orlds did gainfay them? © Is not Seripttire' oi Rule 
hl To! Faith, and are rigs ps what any Chutch'6r all 
|. Cbur ; Fay , further thah we findby Se 
they fay w >| Bur being Teners; \whi 

Wal Bord 5 Baſphemies difpleafe' you,” We 

| eas and becauſe 1 ſee you #rePopiſhlying 
29, INhad youhow by wr ennicr out: telorma- 

; 57d5 cepted, fo herd you nuft ec”. 
6 ho bao Kee, 4f* you cnt ronemming true Re: 


Aon 'You promiſe roo mach, and wore than I 


retgkaow 3 1doa' fire to have any Commiun-" | 


© © 
Wd 78 
A 
# a» 
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F 
. 


cation with the Pope ; I know by the Writings of Our, 


Authors whatkind of Beaſt he is. 


Iſaac. By your fayour , you may believe the Popes 


are Worthy, Honeſt, and Godly Men ; many Doc- 


tors of our Reformation, and our Travellers to the} 
Court of Rome give this Teſtimony of them? You 


may alſo belieyc , that Popes and Cardinalsare Knaves 


and Atheiſts., who look on Scripture as: a Romance, 


and deny the Incarnation of Chriſt , for Calvin ſayes 
I fo, and would neyer haveſaid it, if it had not been 
true: But beware not to ſpeak ſoin Rome, or they'l 
lodge you where Honeft Taylor the Quaker was; nor 
in Spain, or they'l ſtop your Mouth with. an Inquiſiti- 
on faggot. EL 
' Iſmael. 1 carenot what the Pope or Cardinals are; 
but 1 would gladly know , what Religion and Congre. 
gation youarec of ; for whereas you are my immediat 


Inſtruftor ; it behoyes my to know what Relgion youſ. 


have. 
Iſaac. Asto my Religion , 1doubt not but that my 


Readers will be devided intheir Judgments of me ; ifaſ 


Papiſt reades me , hee'l ſwear lam an Atheiſt ; but I 
hope he will not pretendto be infallible as his Pope: if 


a Proteſtant, hec'lſay, Iama Papiſt , and that my] 
drift is tq caſt dirtupon his Church : the honeſt Quas| 


ker willſay; 1 am a profane man ; others perhaps will 
fay IamofnoRcligion , but a Deſpiſerof all ; and our 
Congregations are ſo uncharitable that likely none will 
accept of me, becauſe 1 ſay all Religions are yery good: 


a ſad thing that a man muſt be hated for ſpeaking wellſ - 
 ofhis' Neighbours ; and that cach one muſt have allſ. 
the'World to.be naught but himſelf; this then is my] , 
Religion, 'Toſuftcx Perſecution for Juſtice and Truth] 
torender good or evil; to bleſs thoſe who curſe me;] . 


and !peak. well of all Congregations , - whilſt they ſpeak 
allevilagaioſt me ; refle& wel! upun what I diſcoucſed 
hitherto , and you will find , I ain as great a Lover of 

| 4.1nſe. c. 7. Self. 27, 23::" 


.|-a Papift, 


pita -t, 


| the Reformation as they who may think me its enemy; 
'J and read my following diſcourſe and you will find I 
| love Popery as well as the Reformation: the Spirit of 


.God makes no exception of Perſons. . 
Iſmael. You promiſed to prove by the Principles of 


I the Reformation, that wee may believe all the Tencts 


of Popery , and remain ftill of the Reformation © how 


| can this be ? 


Iſaac. You remember I excepted one Principle of 
Popery , wherein you mult neceſlarily diflent from 
them : and if you deny this one Principle, you may 
believe all their others Tenets as well as the Pope; and 
be as good a Child ofthe Reformation as Luther. 

Iſmael. What Principle is this, which you feem 


'to make the only diſtinQive ſign ofa Reformed , from 


Iſaac. Liſten a whyle: a Papiſt is not a Papiſt bew 5 


cauſe he believes Purgatory , Tranſubſtantiation, In. 
- dulgences, and the reſt of Popiſh Tenets , but becauſe 
he believes them upon the Teſtimony of the Pope and 
"Church , becauſe they aſſure him they are revealed 


Truths: if a Papiſt did ſay , 1 believe theſe Tenets be- 
cauſe I my ſelfdo judge by Scripture that they are re. 
yealed; and not , becauſe the Pope and- Church. ſay 


they are ;-he would be no Papift : The Papiſt believes 
'the Myſtery of the Trinity , the Incarnation and paſſion 


of Chriſt : the Proteſtant beheves the ſame Myſteries ; 
yet the one isa Papiſt and no Proteſtant the other ia 


Proteſtant and no Pap:ſt And why? becauſe the Pa. 
.piſt believes them up©0n the Teftimony of the Pope and 
Church,” the Proteftant believes themyuponthe Teſti- 
' mony of Gods written Word : believe then-whatever 
"youpleaſe of Popery , provided you believeit, becauſe 
"you judge by Scriprure its true , and not becauſe the 
"Pope vr.the Church ſayes it ; you'l never be a Papiſt 
bu: a perte@ Reformed. 


1/mtael. 1frhis diſcourſe be ſolid , you may hedge 
| 4s in > 


in all the Articles of Popery into our Reformation. 4 
Iſaac. If you goes the works of our Reformed: 
y 


Doors you'l har 


juſtly called the Doatrin of the Reformation; it fol. 


lows that hardly is there any Article of Poperſs for | 
which wee ſeeſo many. perſecutions. againſt SubjeRs, | 
and ſuchtroubles inour Parliaments., but is truly the 


Do&rine of the Reformation. 
* Iſmael. Shew me ſom Examples of this. 
\Iſaac The Vencration of -Relicks and Saints dea®- 
bones , is geacrally believed by us to be nicer Popery 


and Superſtition ; therefore wee made no ſtore of Lus |- 


#her and Catvins bones, tho weeknow them to be as 


great Saints as any inthe Popiſh Church : but Venera- 
tion of Relitsand Saints bones, isthe Doftrin of our | 


Reformation; for whatever is ſet down and commend. 
ed by our Common Prayer Book, muſt be undoubred- 


4y eſtcemedour Reformed DoQtrinand Praftice, and | 
our common Prayer Book printed ſince our Kings hap. | 
py Reftauration , in its Kalender ſets down a day to the | 


Tranſtation of S. Edward King of Saxons Body in the 


moneth of 1#ze; and dedicats an other to the Tranſla- | 


tion of the Bodies of. S. Martin and Swithin, in the 


moneth of Jaly. | " Er, 
The Venerationand uſe of the Sjen of the Croſs , is 


flat Popery inthe Judgment of all our Congregations; | 


yetany Reformed Child may laudably and piouſly uſe 


it; whereas our Common Prayer Book in the Adm. | 
niſtration of Baptiſm , commands the Miniſter 40 ufe | 


it, ſaying, Wee fegu him with the ſrgn of the Croſs, tm 


 goken that hereafier be ſhall not be aſhamed, to cafe : 
"7 


the Faith of Chriſt crucified , and manſully to fight un 
bis banner ageinſt Sin, the World andthe Devil, And 
D ih 


find any Article of Popery, but | 
has been judged by many, or ſom of our beſt Refor. | 
med Do&tors , to be the true Dottrin of Scripture ; and} 
| whercas any DoCtrin which any Perfon of ſound Judg-] 
ment underi{tands by Scripture to be the true, may be 


. 
—— . 
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| ia our Kalender printed fince His Majeftic's Reftaura. 
| cion , itscalled the Holy Crofs, ; | 
1 Our Congregationt generally belicve, its Popery to' 
| keep Holy dayes (<xceptthe Sabboth day) and- Saints 
| dayes; cofaſt Lent, Vigils, commanded, 'Ember- 
| dayes', and Fridaycs; andall this is'recommanded to 
| us in our Common Prayer Bock , and the Miniſter is 


commianded, inthe .4dminiftration of the Lords Sup. 
$i to- publiſh the Holy-Jdayes of the week , and ex- 

ort us to faft ; and ſurely , heis not commanded to- 
teach, or exhort usto anything , but to the Do@rine 


| ofthe Reformation: :ir's trije the Stigenits 61 our Cale 


ledge of Oxford and Cambridpe,are inch troubled with 


ſcruples in this point : theſe Panperes de Lugduno, are 


compelled to faſt all Fridays throughout the year ; and 


| its not hangar that makes them complain, bur tender. 


neſs of Confcience., becauſe they fear its Popery. 
It's a Popiſh error, wee ſay, to believe that Per. 
uance>, or our penal works of taſting, almſdeeds, or' 


| corporal auſterities, can avail and help for the re- 


miffion of our Sins, and fſatis\ying Gods Juſtice: No, 
'weſay,, penal woiks,” ſcrve for nothing ; all is done 
by Repentance ; thats to ſay., by ſorxow of heart for 


'baving offended.God. This is the Do&trine of Dane- ' 


us, Willet, Junius and Calvin, who ſayes Frencis.,' 


Dominick, Bernard, Antony , and the reft of Popiſh 


Monks and Fryars , are in Hell for their auſterities and 


-penal works: forall that , you may very well believe 


and. itz the Do&rine of the Reformation , that Pex- 
'nance and Penal works, do avail for the remiſlion of 
our Sin , and are very profitable tothe Soul ; for, our*' 


| Common Prayer book in the Commination again? [n. 


'ners, ſayes thus, Inthe Pramitive Church, there was 
« Godly Diſciplin, that at the beginning of Lent , fuch 
as were notorious Sinners , were put toopen pennance , 
end puni/ht in this World , that their Souls may be ſaved 


|intheday of the Lord, And our Common Prayer Book 


| wiſhes, 
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wiſhes, that this Diſciplin were reſtored again; and | 
_ it does not wiſh that Popery were reſtored; |. 


therefore its,ng Popery to ſay, that Pennance or Penal 


Works, do fatisfy for our ſinsin this World , and a-|- 


Iſmael. 1.know , many of our Congregation , miſ= 
like much our Common Prayer Book for theſe Popiſh} 
Tenets ;-but what do you fay ofthe grand errors of Po. 
pery , can a man bea true Child of the Reformation; 
and yet believe the Popes Supremacy ; deny the Kings 
Supremacy ; believe Tranſubſtantiaiion and Communi- 
9111 2%e £;ha ; aretbeſe Tenets, the Dodtrine of the 
Reformation, orconſiftent with its Principles? | 

Iſaac. The Kings Supremacy is undoubtedly the. 
Defrine of the Reformation,; becauſe its judged by 
the Church of England to be of Scripture : yet-not only 
the Duakers, Preſbyterians , Anabaptiſts, andother 
Congregations , judge itsnot of Scripture , but as er- 
roneusa Tenet , as that of the Popes ſupremacy; Cal- 
vin6. Amos, ayes; They were unadviſed people and 


yail toſaycus inthe other. | 
j 


Blaſphemers , who raiſed King Henry the Vill. ſofar | 


as t0 call him the head of the Church.; but alſo that no 
Civit Magiſtrate can be the head of any particular 
Church , isthe Doctrine of the Centuriators,cent. ſept.. | 


pag. 11. of Cartwright, Viretus , Kemnitius and ma- Þ. 


ny others ; who doubts then but that in the Principles 


and Dodrine of the Reformation , you may deny the |. 
England believes | 


Kings Supremacy. , tho the Church o 
it. The-Popes Supremacy is the Dottrine of Popery ; 
who donbtsit ? but its alſo the Dofrine of the Refor- 
mation, for many of our Eminent Doors have Jud- 


ped it to be the Doftrine of Scripture; as Whitgift, (a). |. 
who cites Calvin , and Muſculus for this Ou : but |, 


its needful we relate ſome of their expreſs words, Ido 
n0t deny ſayes Luther, (5) but that the Biſhop of Rome, 


1s, 


a In Defenſ. &c. per. 373.70. & 395. b Iu Reſponſ. tre | " 


decem- Propoſ. 


ET) 


: as FIT : «and ought to-be the firſt of all z I believe; 


| heis above all other Biſhops, its notlawful to deny his 
| Supremacy : Mclanfton-e fayes no Jeſs that the B. of 
7} Rome is above all the Church ; that it is his office to go- 
1 weri, to Judge in controverſies,to watch over thePrieſts, 

{| fo keep all Nations in conformity and unity of Doftrine: = 
'} Somaiſius, d The Pope of Roine has been without con- 


yroverſie the firſt Merropolitan in Italy, and not only in 
Italy , wor only inthe Weſt, but in all the Werld, the 0. 
ther Metropolitans have been chiefin their reſpeFlive di. 
ſrrifts, but the Pepe of Rome has been Metropolitan and 
Primat , not only of ſome particulay Dioces , but of all 
Grotious e has _— the fame Do@rine and proyes 


| this ſupremacy belongs to the Pope de Inre Divino. . I 


pray conſider if theſeDoCors be nor men of found Jud- 


| 'ment, andoteminent learning and credit in our Re. 
[| formation, and if our Doarine be Scriptyre as ſuch 


men underftand it, confider 7 ſay with what Juſtice 
<an this Doftrine be called Popery more then Refor- 


1 'med Dufrine. | 


As for Tranſubſtantiation , it contains two dificul- 
ties; firſt if the Body of Chriſt be really in the Sacra- 


4. to be the Dofrine of Scripture , as well as the Papiſts; 


-why then ſhoald it be called Popiſh, more than Re- 


| ment ; and this Real preſence , the Lutherans defend 


| formed Dodrine? the ſecond is, if the ſubſtance of 
{| :Bread ; be in the Sacrament together with Chrifts Bo. 


dy ©: Lutherans ſay itis; Papiſtsſay it is not , but that 
\there isa Tranſubſtantiation, or: change ofthe whole 


c In Epif. ad Card, Belay Epiſe, Parienſ. d In Tra. Eu- 
char oy Ms s 


— <-- 


: S £ 
C% Uh 


| 
[ 
| 
| 


at Sauwmur , chap. 12. art. 7. the Miniſter. muſt give the 
| Breadiin the Supper to them", who cannot drink the Cup, 
+þrovided is be not for contempt. And.the reaſon. is be. 


: (72) 
that the Bread is in the Sacrament of the Altar, or that 
#.is not, Would Luther have given this liberty , if 
Tranſubſtantiation had not been the Doctrine of the 
Reformation as well as any other? Calvin g alſoand 
Beza h affirm , that Luther's Doctrine of the coexj- 
tence of Chriſt's Body and the Bread , is more abſurd 
than the Popiſh Doctrine of the cxiſtence of the Body 
alone; if therefore wee be true Reformed , and fafe- 
ly believe the Dofrine of Luther , which is the moſt 
abſurd ; much more will we be of the Reformation, 
by believing that ofthe Papiſts, which is leſs. 

- Communion in one kind, is the Doarine of the 
Reformation , no lefsthan Communion'in both : for 
beſides that Luther ſayes, i They Sin not againſt Chriſt 
who uſe one kind onely , ſeeing Chriſt has not commans: 
ded touſe beth; and again, kthoit were an excellent 
thing.to uſe both kinds in the Sacrament ; and Chriſt hag 
commanded nothing in this, as neceſiary , yet it were 
better to follow peace and Unity , than to conteſt about 
the kinds, but alſo Melanfon ; | who inthe opinion 
of Luther ſurpaſſes all the Fathers of the Church , ex- 


. prefly teaches the ſame Dodtrine : andthe Church _ 


Englans Statute 1. Edward VI. commands, That the 


Sacrament be commonly adminiſtr'd in both kinds , if 


neceſity does not require otherwiſe ; :maik ,. he ſayes but 


Commonly ; and that for ſome. neceſſity: it may .bere-|. - 
.ceivedin one ; laſtly the ſufficiency of one kind in the 


Sacrament ,. is plainly fet down by aur. Reformed 
Churchiof France in her Eccleſiaſtical-Diſciplin-printeg 


y | cauſe 
g Admonit,2, ad Weſtph. defenſ” 2. Oxthed. fit. Ir Lib, dt 
' Gena Domini.” i Lib. decgpr. Bakyl. c. ge a 3 
' 2k, Epyff. ad Bohemes indeclarat. Exch grin fern. de Egirh. 
| Up Concil. Theol, ad Margh Ele, deyeſs ntrin/que ſperie 
pag. 141, \ | | 
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cauſe there are many- who cannot endurei the tafte of 
Wine: whereforcit often happens among them , that 
ſome perſons, do take: the Bread allone:. and truly if 


| ſome of our Minifters in England , do not give better 


Wine thanthey areacuſtomed,, who very: irreverent« 
ly ſerve that Holy Table with nanghtie:traſt,its much 
to be feared , that our flock will alſ@ petition tebe dif. 
penſ'd within the Cup ;- becauſe there ate ſome of ſo 
delicate Palats, that they cannot endure the taſte of bad 
Wine. Now , you may admire the injuſtice of the 
Papiſts in Condemning our Reformed Dotrine and 
Doors as Hereticks, whereas thoſe Tenets are beliey- 
ed by many of us , as wellasby them ; and the ground= 
leſs ſeverity of our Congregations in exclaming; againſt 


1 that Doctrine ; it being the Doftrine ofthe Reforma-, 


tion ; whereasſo many eminent men of our own, judge 
it to be of Scripture. EGS 005” 

+ Iſmael. Whereas I ſee people perſecuted by the 
Church of England for theſe Tenets, Icanhardly-be 
perſwaded they are the Doftrine of the Reformation x 
Kt our next meeting wee will purſue thisdiſcourſe ; the 
; Bell rings for Morning Prayers; A Dieu. 


VII. DIALOGUE. 


SA AC. Youcome from Church , asI gueſs by 
JL the Common Prayer Book I ſee in your hands, I 
pray let me ſee the Kalender of it;'if it be a la wode nou- 
pelle, which was made by the Church of England , 
ſince his Majeſties Reſtauration. 
- Iſmael, Why? have you met any thing in it, which 
hocks-you? + | 

Iſace, Shock me? No Dofrine or praQtice of any 
Congregation, or man of ſound Judgment of our 
= H Church 


6 4 4} to put him in the ſame rank with bit 
% "HY | | 


44a 
6 pak og, ot 
- %, OS 
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Church can ſhock me 5iyou know: ; /I'ptead for libers |- 


tie to. believe and: praftiſe as' cach one judges by Serip« 
ture to be truc and goed. But I-obſerye in-yourKalen- 
der,you have aday conſecrated to S, 4ns inthe morith/ 
ot July 3 -I woul gladly know,- what Ann is this; 
'  whichthe Church of Englandhonours ſo mifch? © | | 


Iſmael. : It's Iu», the Mothev of the Vit in Mayy./ : 
; Tſexc.: 1st poſſible? I thought pk, mk Bolew | 


the Mother of our: Virgin Elizabeth's Lam fure the' 
Church of Exglexd, is more obliged 'to Her, than to 
the other: butas you: have put here the Mother of the | 
Virgin. Mary, why' did not you put in alſo Elizabech 
mother of the: great Baprift;;, (and the Anget Grebriel 
26 welkas'Mi geb >. A38959T08%2.34120 T4 119721 if 
- Iſmael. 1 know'not indeed. i 6 1 
- Iſaac.  Nordo Ll know., ifit be not, becauſe that 
Elizabeth'and Gabriel made the Popiſh ive Maria , or 
Sctipture relates ;'; butican; you cell, "as the Church. of 
J.-P vr your Kalender'; i$.; George } S: Andrew | 
a 


Ireland? 


Iſmael, Ican't tell ; what may be the reaſon, think! per 


you Þ--- ins cnede as EE BETS ITT | ; | 

Iſaac. 1 know not, ifit be not that he forfeired 
. his place for his Purgayrigs /fop thÞ the others were as 
' deep in Popery ashe,” (if wee believe the Papiſts; ) 
but the Parliament paſ'd an At of Indemnity for Exg- 
lend, Scotland and Wales afterthe Kings return to his 
Kingdoms; and therebytheſinof Popery was forgiven 
to their Patrons , and no Aﬀtof Indemnitie was paſt for 
»Ireland', whereby Patrick'is (till guiltic; ifit be. not; 
that the Seven Champions 'of Chriſtendom tel] us S. Pa- 
trick was S. George his footman,and'it was not wy 


er, P ky 858 WA 
- Tſawael, For fhamc, ifhot for pictyy forbear, I 


$8: Debid,- Patrons'of Hngland', / Scorlend and | 
* Wplet;- :why/ did not ſhe: putinS. Parrick: Patron of |: 


| ascach ane underſtands.it. 


( z1) 


j- cannot a to fully Sacred things-with profane Ral, 


lerics; the Kalender is a-holy.iaftitutiog of the Church, 

and ought to be reyerenc'd. | Bos. 
-. 1ſage. And ſo is Epiſcopacy , ſurplices, Bells, Or- 
gens , and Corner Capps ;. yetl hope you will give Preſ- 


i] byterians, Anababtiſts , Duakers, &c. leavetolaugh 
4 at them2 and be ſtill as good Children of thEReforma- 
| tionas you: if you eſteem them to be Sacred and Holy, 


reverenceand honour them; 1 comes youforit; if 
others judge otherwiſe let them follow their humor 


| each one as he fancies , ſayes the follow kiſſing bis Cow; 


thisis the Holy Libertic of the Reformation, Scripture 


* % 


. Iſmael. Let us return to.our laſt difcourſe ;. how.is, 
it poſſible, tbar:choſe Tcncts ot Popery , ſhould be the 
Doctrine of the Reformation, whercas wee ſce the, 
Ghar 2 Englandfo ſeycrely perſecute. the Profeſſors, 

: NEAL! TIS 2 (3 \ rl « #4 - BIT ; T7 1 by 3ef 2 

. Jſeac.. 'Do.you thioka. DoQrine.ignot of, the Re- 
formation, berzuſeirs Jehyed by the Church of Eng 
lend? or becaulc ſhe perſecutes the Profeſſors of ie ? do. 
not they perſecutc-all non+Conformiſts, as well as Po-. 
pery? , perſecution. is no proof of a Doftrine tobe bad 
it's but-the effect of a blind zeal armed with power :: for 
to know certainly ika Do@rine,, be of the Reformati- 


\ 


4on.,. you mult try it. byourteſt of. Rule of Faith, which 


is the written -Word of God ;. and' whatever any man 
otſound Judgment ?,:; of a_ſincere.and. bumble heart 
judges to be contained in Scripture , .or an indubitable 


| conſequence out of it ; that, man , may, believe that 


Dottrine, let all others Judge of it as they lift ; and by 


; [obclieving will be arue Child ofthe Reformation; 


mherefore,, ſince that the Church of Frexce , that of 


| England in Edward'the VI. time, Luther, Melamon, 


Grotins, and the other Authors I quoted, do Judge 
Tranfubſtantiation , Popes Supremacy , and Com- 


|muniomin one kind to be the DoEtine-of Scrjptare”: 


HA on, Wee 


7 > 


wee mult cull it the Do&rine of the Reformation and 


if you Judge as they did, you may believe that Doftrine 


_ * andbeftilofthe Reformation # as well as they. 
Iſmael. Can you ſhew meany other Tenet of Po. 


pery , which you cali call the Dofrine ofthe Refor- 


mation; --- A 
Tſaac. Alas! ' you can hardly ſhew me any Tenct of 
Popery , but what is its Do&rine; what: Dofrine 


more Popi/h than that of Confeſſion and” Abfolutiorn |-: 


from ſins? yet itsa truly the DoQrine of the Reforma-' 


tion , as Figurative Preſence :*for not only' (a) Lobe- 


chius, b Altamerns , c Sacerius and d Melanfosy | 


ſayes , its & Sacrament : "but the Church of England in 

_ _ourCormmon Prayer Book , declaresthat- Pricftshave 

not only the power of declaring theit ſinsto be forgi- 
ven.tothe Penitents , but alſo ; A 'power of forgivin 

them: andfets down the formof Abfolution , which 

. the Miniſter is to uſe ;- Qur Lord Teſus Chriſt, who left 


power to the C 


pint, of Vis 


| fent, of Mis mercy forgive thee and thine offences ; and 
1 by his Author 
In 


ty.committed unto me , do Abſolve thee 


row «ll they [fas': The Miniſters of the Dioceſs of Lin-. 


in their Sarvey of the Book of Common Prayers, | 


0 
checkt this DoQrine as Popery , and petitioned to have | 


it blotted out ; bur could not prevail ; whereby weare 


gfyen to underfiand; itsthe Doftrin ofthe Reforma. 


” aka TY 

It's Popery, we fay, to' call Extream Union, 
Confirmation , and Holy Order of Pricft-hood , Sa- 
craments2 .and who can juſtly deny all this to be the 


Doctrine of the Reformation ? for Calvin e ſayes ; I” 


confeſs , the Diſciples of Chriſt did uſe Extreem Onftiou 
a5 4 Sacrament ; 1 am not, fayes he , ofthe wane? 
£ : F hs : . z 


a_ in Diſput. Theel. pag. 301. b In Conciliat. loc. Strip. 
lece. 191. © Inlecis Commun. To. 1. de Poteft. Eccl.” 

d In Apol, Confeſ. Aug. art 13. & lib, pag. 234, 

e Zncap, 5, Epift. Lac, v. 4+ 


C 


birch co abſobve wll ers which iruly ve... | 


—_——_ 
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TY 


thoſe, who ſudgc] it wes qgly # Medicine for corporal di- 
ſeaſes: Calvin f alſo, Ind with him our Comment 
Prayec' 'Bock and all eur Divins ſay , 'a Sacrament is 
nothing elfs., but a Viſiole fign of the inviſible Grace 
we receivebyir.; and they fay with 'g Court, þ .Hoo- 


| Kerand others, that this definition firs exatly Confir- 


mation ; wherefore the Miniſters of -the Diocels of 
Lincolne , checkt the Common'Prayer-Book , for''pi- 


-ying the Difinition'of a Sacrament to- Confirmation, 
4 Melanfton, k Bilſom, | Hooktrand m Calvin ex- 
' preſly teach , that the Order of Prieſthood, is a -Sq- 


crament. Andwhen men.offo eminent Tadament of 


| '.our Reformation teach this to. be the. Dod@zine of 


Scripture , who doubts' "hut chat it is 'of the Refor- 


| -matjon., 


Iſmael. By this, you deſtt6y the Doin of the 

Reformation , of two Sacranients only. "= 
Iſaac. Deſtroy it ? God forbid : Becauſe the Ehurch 

of England ayes, thereare but two Sacraments, I 


 Hyits the Doftrin of the Reformation , there are- but 


= and becaufe fo. many"eminent-Men 'judge'by 

— there are! more, Tfay its the Dofrine ofthe _ 
rmation there are more, that's 1o fay'fi ſix", Bap 

oy Confirmation , * Eatharift , Pennance, Extrem” 


1 Union and Holy Order': and very likcly ouy Biſhops 


and Miniſters, fortheir Wives fake, wilt norftick to 


|| grant that Marrimqny wp" is a Sacrament.” > N43 


I Jmriel.” But can you ſay\" that ersto Saintsand 
ttnages Prayers for by: Him -b he Plirpatory ," are 
not meer Popery , and inno wiſe the Dodtrine of the 


Reformation? 


"Tſaar. ' Without deulbe;? thoſe Tenets are Popery 3 
bural the World ache: , the Lutherans ufe Images in 

54. 90551 4 1 "their 

'F Lib. th Inf. £14. rt $. g in modeſt. Examin, h In 

—_ Po it, L. eF- {#. 66. 1 In locis Commun, tit. de Nume- 


. ro; Sacram. In perpet. Reg1m. pag. 10, | In Fed, 
Polit, bb. 5. ſe RF, 77. m Lib, 4, Inſt.c.29. | 
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their Charches and pray beſbre them; and the Holy |. 
Synode of Charentonhas declared, as we ſaid in our | ! 
firſt Dialogue , that the Lutherans have nothing of Su. | #* 
| prongs er Idolatry in their manner of Divine Wor- 
ip; this isalſo the DoQtrin # of Iacobus ,* Andreas, 
0. Brachmanus, þ Kenmitius, Luther and Brentias |-' 
. Quoted by Bexe q and why ſhould not a Dodtrine 
Judged by fach eminent Men ro be of Scripture , be | ! 
called the Dadrine of the Reformation ? Prayers for 
the dead and Tgpeer] , is ToPER Salty 5 but. 
alas! it istaught exprefly by Urbanus,. Regius r Bu. 
cer, { Zuinglius, t Melanfion, u Luther ,ox the 
Common. Prayer . Book in King Edwards time 
printed 1549. and many others of our learned Doc- 
tors, .and: what can you call more properly the Doc- | 
trine of the Reformation , than what ſuch Men teach {| 
to be the Doftrine of rms : Andtho ar phone 4 
Duakers, Anabaptiſts , Preſoyteriansand Proteſtants 
podge Propers to Angels and Saints to; be nothing elle | 
ut.Popery : yet our Common Prayer Book bas the 
fame Colle or Prayer to. Angels in S. Mirhael's. day, 
that the Popiſh Maſs-Book has , and deſires that the An- 
* gels may ſucconr and defend us on earth : and prayers to,. |} 
and interceſſionof Saints is taught by Luther y Bil- 
' nexus and Latimerquoted by Fox 7 ,- and conſequently 
itsthe Do&trine of the Reformation.  . | 
;_ 1ſfmaeL. If all. theſe Popiſh Articles; may be fafcly | v 
believed bythe Reformation ,. and be the Doftrine of 


ee 
b, 4 « 
- 
= 


difference then betwixt us and Popery :: or why are we: - 

called aReformationot Popery ,. or why did we ſepa- 

rat fromthem? . _ £5 "Wh 

: n. Epit, Colloq, Montizbel, a©In Centur, Exercit, Theol, 
pag. 270. p Exampar4. q 1nreſponſ. ad atta Collog. 
Montisbelgat. par. 2, in Prefas, t- In locis Commun c.18, 
& t9. fanſtripr. Angl: pag. 45a. t- To. 1. n Eupian.. 

'  CArt, go. & Art. 60. Uu In Apolog Confef, Ang. x Tox, 
Wittem. in reſol: de Indnl. concl.15, © y FEpiſt ad Spalate 


our Reformed Church , as well: as of Popery ; what [* ; 


Ys 


4 . 


%.... %. BY op nt. 


4- Church , Congregation ,, or Doors be 
| becauſe your ſelf judges it to be true; you'l be 2 true 


RS  =- Saw 
' Iſaac. Thave told youalready , that onr difference 
from 'Popery , is not, becanſe we muſt deny whace © 


ney believe , for we believeas well as they the Unity 
ani 


and Trinity of God , the Incarnation-ofhis Son, &c, 
burin this , that the Papiſts befieve becauſe the Pope 


- gad Church fayes this is true revealed DoQtine-- bur 


we believe not be any Church , Pope or Do@or 


| ſayesfo, burbecaufe we ourſelvesjudge by Scripture 
'itis ſo: forifa Papiſt did fay , I do not believethis is & 
'| revealed Truth , becauſethe Pope and Church ſayes itis, 


bit becauſe 1 find bStripture it is ; he would be no Pas 
piſt > believe then whatever DoArine you will, cither 
Popery , Tudaiſm , Proteftancy , Arianiſm , or what 


| clfs you pleaſe , provided you Judge by Scripture' it is 


true, andthat you believeit , not becauſe, this or that 
lieve it. but 


Child of the Reformation : And this is the © reafon 


| why weare called a Reformation, and why we ſepa». 
| rated from them ,, becauſe they would haye us take for . 


@ur Rule of Faith Scripture as interpreted by them; and 
believe, not what we Judge to be the Dofrine of 


4 Scripture , but whatthey Judge ; and this is alfo the 


Reaſon why. Preſ&ycerians arejcalous with the Church 
of Enpland ;. why Anabeptifts forlake Preſbyterian , 
why theſe are forfaken by, Puakers , becauſe cach one 
would have the World Judge as they doi, and perſe- 


cute and trouble onean other, which is quite againſt 

the Spirit of the Re | 

|] of Faith is no Church ,, Congregation or man, but 
Scriptuig as cactrone undetftandsit ;-irfollows that by 


matio6n', for where asour Rule 


our.Princ 


tples, cyery.one . of mgoearagdge ; 
ke pleaſes 5 and by fo doing), bewilFbe Wu -=: 


whateyer 


true ChitSofthe Reformatiott. © OTH 
Iſmael. The Church of England nor any of our 
Congregations', will never believe. anyof thoſe Popiſh 
: 4, 


..& 
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1ſacc. . The time may come, that they may believe | 
"them all, 'and; be till as L on Reformers as now they 
. arc: | For if the Pope and his Ghurch ſhould to mor= 
row deny and excommunicatethoſeTeners, which now: | Kt 
they 1o ſtedfaſtly believe, (and I hope they will ſome | # 
day ,). then it would bea pious and yictuous ation in. 
all Reformed Children, to belicveghemn all, as mich 
as now they deny them: _ And let us pretend what 9. 
ther reaſons we pleaſe: . But its very certain that the | i 
ſtrongeſt reaſon we can have todeny thoſe Articles, *is 
- becauſe the-Pope and bis, Church bglieves them , and 
conſcquently., it the Popiſh Chureh , would but deny 
them, we might and ought to believe them ;, you will 
think this a Paradox ; but liften to our Apoſtolical: and 
Divine Luther: (x) If 4 general Countil , fayes 
he , did permit Prieſfis t@marry ; it would be a ſingular 
mark of piety and ſign of Godlineſs in that caſe to take | * 
Concubins , rather than to marry in conformity tothe | th 
Decree of the Council, 1 would in that caſe command. 
Prieſts not to marry under pain of damnation, Anda- | tn 
gain ayes he; 6, 1f the Council /houid Decree Commu- | th 
nion in both kinds ; in contempt of the Council, TIwould | ol 
take one only kind or none. | Seetheſe words of Luther, | ut 
yoted by our learncd Hoſpinien,, ©-and Tewel, d and | ſo 
ceitsnot only my Do@rine but of great/Luther , that | th 
in caſe the Pope and. Council deny all the Tenets,; they | of 
now belicve; we may., andit will bea pioys , godly | th 
attionto belicyc them, and make as many As of Par- O 
- liamentforthem; as now we haygagairit chem. But | * 
what's the inatter ? me thinks you become pale-ſome | ic 
thing troubles you , ſpeak, what iſt? ' 
b ; 26 - Its. the horror I conceive againſt: your dif. | ot 
courſe,” my countenance cannot be in a calm, when | 
my mindisin (uch a fturm and confufion ; purſue no | fu 
; NY Lim 1 W 4s more 2 R 
--a To. 2. Germ, fel.. 214, /b De formula Mifs & To; | 
| Germ.” c In Hiſtor, Sacram, par, - fel, gr} In. P58 > fo 
gent, Hardingwnn. | C2409} 


—_ 


| is aA to this Rule, maſt be 


s- 0093): --- 
more: You ſaid enough , that I ſhould curſe the day 


| Fhaye eyer (cen 4 you or heard that ; which you call 


r | Holy Eiberty,whi 
| #profanation of all that is ſacred, and an open' gapto: 


| ici 


barta-proffitutianof Conſciences, 


ety in Do&rine and Manners: Buti hope the 
give n methat profound reſpcft and attache tor 
hs cformation, "ie Lſhail not be beaten from 


it by a oÞ rayaone, core ableto infpire a contempt and 


hatred- of it-to any weak Brorhet : For who would: 
Iive a moment in it * If fuchimpious Tenets , fuch 
ſcandalous and bla ous Doarines were of it, or 


werc'un&yoidable {cquelesout of its Principles: No, 
No, - the Principles s of the Reformed Church: ,, are 


| found and Orthodox, andno Dofrincan follow from 


but w "and trac. 


them, 
Lermetell you, L-haveastender alove for 


Heer. 


Aoly Liver tte, eannor july be calcd a profit 
1 Ho cannot apr 
atten of Confitenols; for, -you dare not deny: but | 


this isan Orthodox and found Principle , thatour Rule: 
of Faith is Scripture weach Perfon of ſound Judgment - 
underftands' it ; that it is lawfull for each of: 
ſound Judgment to-read it, to give bis Ju ment -of 

thetracfenfeof it ,' and' to believe. and hold that ſenfe i 


| of ir; which/he thinks in his Confcience tobe true; is- 


there ary | jon of Conſciences inthis Doarine ? - 
Orivit not the DoErine of our R 

' Iſmael. All this is true, the proſtitution of Con-, 
ſciences lyes not there 5 but in. the ſcandalous and 


 blaſphemons Tenets, which you oy that _— | 
ott of yy Rule of Faith. | 


re as ok Perſon of fan Judg- 


Rule of Faith isScri 
ment nnderſtandsit ; 5 if this Rule of Faith be good and | 
found; if it be religionsand Holy ;\ any Dodrinethat | | 


oood, found, 


rcli- 


"088))-. 


religious and holy ; this being our Rule of Faith and 


Manners, its clecrerthan day light, that all and each | | 


' Tenet which 1 rchcarſed in all my former difcoutles , 
are conformable to our Rule of Faith ; for our- Rule. 


is, Scripeure as each Man of ſound Indgment underſtands. 


X. OurDodtrinetherctore mult be , what any \fbr- 


fon of ſound Tudgment underſiends to. be the. Doftrine of - 


Scripture. This is an evident ſequele ou; of that Prin- 
ple, and whereas there is not orice Tenct of all thoſe 
which Irchearſed , whether they concern DoRrinewvr 


_. Manners; but was Judged by the Dottors, which I 


cited for it, to be the Doftrine of Scripture; it fol-. 
lows unayoidably, that there 1s not ohe Tenet of them: 
but is the Dof&rine of the Retormat&gn : Therefore: 
you muſt be forcedto either of theſe two; either to lay 
that our:Rale of Faith , by which ſuch Dorines are 
warranted , is naught , wicked and ſcandalous, and: 
leads toa proſtitution of [Cynſcievcesand Manners ; 'or; 
thatall thoſe Tenets, are good, ſcund),, pipus ,.,and, 
no ps or corruption of our Confciences:.,For, 
pick and chooſe out the DuRrine which you think to be 
the moſt wicked and ſcandalous of all thoſe I rehearſed, 
you cannotdeny, but that it wastaught by the Authar 
Iquotdd for it, and Judged byhim, to be the DoQrine 


'Scripture:: And if no DoRor hitherto had believed . 


#.,.you orl,, or ſome' other Perſon of ſound Judge- | 
ment, may Judge it to be-the DoQrine: of Scriptures 
Either of both, then you muſt be conſtrained to. grant : 
Or that the Doctrine of the.Reformation , is not what 
each Perfon of ſound Judgment underftands to be the 
Do&trine and ſenſe of Scripture, which is as much as 
to fay ; that-our Rule of Faich-muſt not be Scripture 
as we underſtand it, but that, we muſt believe againſt - 
our own Tudgment and Conſcience, .what others ſay 
is the Do@rine and ſenſe of Scripture : Or you muſt | 


grant-that all-and each of thoſe Tenets I rehearſed, is | | 
the DeQtrine of the Reformation, tho you, or this, ,þ 


Or 


| 


—————. 


(99) 
or that! Man may. Judge' them to: be blaſphemies and 


| | feandals, f 


; Ifmael. 1 confeſs our Rule of Faith inthe Refor- 
mation'is Scripture aseach Perſon underſtands it; for 


{s.| all our Reformed'/Churches, with the Church of Zn 
r= | gland, 'incher 39. Arciclesdo give-usthis Rule of Faiths 


| 1 confeſs canſequently out of this Principle, that we 
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- what kicaſelf Judges to bethe DoRtine of Scripture 3 


muſt not bclieve what. DoQtrine or ſenſe of Scripture 
others Judge tobe true and Ofthodox, if wedo not 
our ſelves Judge it to be ſuch , for we muſt not be for- 
ced to believe againſt our Judments: Laftly I confeſs 
we may fafcly believe, whatfoever Dofrinc we ſe- 
rioully Judge:to be Dorine of Scripture, 'but pros 
vided ,* that ſuch a Tener_or Do&trine be not plainly 

inſt Scriptare',. and be not plain and downright im 
piety and blaſphemy. Bl be + Apo 

Iſaac. And incaſe you, ofthe Church of Exgland, 
Rome, France, or Germany, Judges a Dodrine to 


. | be blaſphemous and againſt Scripture , and: Luther , 
or Calvin, orl, orarother, j 


udges it isggood Dac- 
trine and conformable; ro Scripture z to which Jadge- 
ment muſt] ſtand? -Mauft I believe yours againſt my 
Conſcience and Knowledge ? Or muſt not I believe 
my own? ls it not the Principle andpractife of our 
Reformation , that I muſt believe what I Judge itn my 
Conſcience to be Scripture, and not what others Judpe, 
if they Judge the contrary? - When Lachey beganthe 
Reformation, didinot'almoſt all Chriſtians, andthe 
whole Church belieye Purgatory and Prayers to Saints 
to be the Doetrine of Scripture; and did not he, y 

commendably , denyit againft them all , becauſe he 


Judged by Scripture it was not ? Will a Presbyeri 


believe Epiſcopacy , beeauſeithe Church of Euglend- 
fayes its the DoQtrine of Scripture ; no ,-but deny ie 

becauſe himſelf Judges itisnot, es 
© Iſmael. hts truc, each' one may. lawfully believe 


% 


« 8 ) 
provided he be a Godly well intentioned Man, humbly - 
and meek in Spirit ; provided ſecondly , that what he 
underſtandsto be the ſenſe. and DoArine of Scripture , 


be not abſurd and impiousinthe ) ent of all the | 
reſt of the Faithful : For, let a Man be ever ſolcarns | 
edand Godly, if be gives an Interpretatian'of Scrips | 


ture, which is denied by allthe Church, þe muſt not. 
be followed. tt, 3 


' Tſecc. / Your fivſt Proviſeis very good-, and I hope | 


you will meet no Door of all thoſe I quoted for thoſe 
Tenets , which you call Blaſphemies, who was nota 
. learned, godly, humble, and well interitioned Man z 


who will þeſoboldas to deny-it of Lather, Calvin | 


Beze,  Zuinglips, &c.? . Your ſecond Proviſo isnot. 
juſt , andin itHou averthrow the whole Reforinationg 
and our Rule of Faith ; for this being, as you granted, 
Scripture as cach Pcrſon of Coins under- 

ſtandsit; whatever Interpretation or ſenſe any Man of | 
ſound Judgment underſtands to be of Scripture, he 


ſafely-atid piouſly believe it , tho all the reſt of the |. 


World ſhould Tudge it to be impious and blaſphemousz. 


atherwife our Rulc of Faith, muſt not be Scripture as | 


we underftand-it ; but as-it-is underſtood by others > 


And whereas no Tenet, of allthoſe I rehearſed.,. but | 
was Judgeditobetheſenſe 8nd Dodtrine of Scripture; | x, 
by ſome of thoſrieminent Doftors1.quotcd;itfollows)'| ,, 


e ftiltof rhe Reformation.” . : 
./ Jegiwicked and-perniciousto fay , any pare 
perſon maybelicye hisown private ſenſe and Inv 


Pole = they ted, we may ale z-and if you ork 
and 


ricular 


tobenau 
pbenaught 


F'o2 EpOLM ys Bo wan =» 


as they did, we may alſo belicycasthey did, }*,> 


terprotarion: of Scripture; if it be Judged by all others, | 
;/ andeherefore the- Church of England; | 
ndwiſgdy.,. puts'a ftopand bridle tatheend |*;; 


.C 
'O 


travagant and rambling imaj pns;ofparticular Pcrt | 
fo it 5 yl pr Jags 0 awd believe but | 
what the Church Judges may beſafgly believed. 7 
CASES! Sg | * | 
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Iſaac. } 


4 


ot | 


the Church 1 then abies) 
This i 
%; ent infat 


| their Judgments, but will bave our Rue 
| be butScripture, andeach oneto underſtand, and be. 
lieve it, as he thinks bet inthe Lord, / 


: pong 


| ther and our firlt bleſſed Reformers;andifthat had been 


| q8d.c4 
| {a 
| ans, 


( 8x ) 


Tſace..' Pray. {4 oe m1 isit commendable ts 
conflrgin Mens Jud ye ,, not What each. 
-one thinks beſt, but kw the Church thinks maybe 


fafely belicved > Was this commeridable in the be. 
gi ning. of our Reformation, whey our bleſſed Re- 
rmers began to teach their prints Judgments againſt 

it JaRShen the Cbucch of 

Rowe is to be commended , fox perſecuting and ex- 
communicating, our farlt > ASkaak: z and if this was 
not, nor is got commendable inthe. Church of Rome; 
why: is it commendable in the Church 'of Exglend? 
ece of Poper » whereof the Church of Ex- 
ilty,. and for whict all our Congregations 
are jealousof her: Be it known to ts our other 
Congregations , Tophyt Sn -ſnabepriſt 


&C. ay astrgly and 
tionasthe Church of + rs pgs gn & wr tn. 
mit to that Popiſh Tyranny , nor ſuffer an any curb to 

Faith to 


+ Iconfels,, other C tions pill admke 
7 hochukdle30 heir Jug penile fol- 


| or Ser cher pnaentce Fe the hank of 


Eagland | has. a reverens. for he ſenſe amd Inter-" 


ie piven by4 the Pri Liar Fathers and 
thatwe, preter before! c private Incce- 


And Dory Church: to Is 


done; weſl have had, neither Proteſtapcy, 


well 
Boe. any. other Reformation :,- But you. confeſs at 


;Rgle- of Faith in-all other Con 


_ .Pexſon may: conſequently believe his. own 
it, and fy nar fanke of any.other if he does 
kkeit: Then you muſt muſt coofels, thatinall other 


_ 


- . 
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_. Congregations, exceptche Church of England, any | ©* 
Reformed Child lay Cctleve any ſcnſe fr arts, j A 


which any Perſon of found Judgment Judges to be]. 
Scripture , if himſelf likes it, tho all the reft of the | 
World maythink it naught; and whereas you cannot | 
deny , but thatall and cach Door quoted by me for | * 
thoſe Tenets , which you call Blaſphemies , were'| _ 
Found and able Judgments; you muſt confeſh, that it | ” 
isa neceſfary ſcquele our of their Rule of Faith, that] © 
inall other Conpagions they may piouſly and fafe-|. - 
Iy believe all thofe Tenets, and be till truc Children | © 
of the Reformation. _ | 
© Iſmael. 1 confeſs if they fpeak coherently and ftand: 
$0 their Principles, they may believe them ſafely; but: 
gs Thate thoſe Blaſphemous Tenets , I abhorr and de- 
teſt alſo that Principle and Rule of Faith of other | 
Congregations, from which fuch Tenetsarc unayoid-! 
able ſequeles. / 
Tſeac, G>0d Iſmael, yon forget what you have | 
hitheno all along ayowed , and you are quite aſtray 
. from the DoQtrineof the Reformation-: You have] 
often granted 'me, 'that 'our Rule of FaitW#is Scrip-! 
ture , not as this or that "Congregation , Door, 
or Church, but as each Perſon of ſound Judgment] 
anderſtands it z' and now you- tel] me you hate-aud. 
- deteſt that Rule, becauſe that out: of it, . there fob] 
Jow'firafige 'and blaſphemous Tencts? You 'fay, 
the ſenſe and Interpretation of the primitive ages, 
Church and Fathers mult be preferred before the In«] 
' terpretation of Any private Perſon or Congregation ;] 
and what think you of our whole Reformation | 
and particularly of our 39. Articles of the Church of | 


m dau tN & ar ec gab»pMPpnt Ac => 


. 


' England, which allow no other Rule'of Foith , but]-. 
- Seripture' 45 'each Perſon” of ſound Tudgment nuder«\ 
"Pands it? What fay you of Luther, Calvin ; "Bez&\ 
and the reſt of our firſt Reforiners, who preferred | 
their 0wn priyatc ſcaſe and Interpretation of _ "3 


wa we 


of 


- 


-} 


ens © > og 
any | are. before that of the whole Church? What ſay 
= I | you to the Precbyterians, who preferr their own 
«| ſenſe and Interpretation of the Bible before that 
the. "of the Charch of England? What fay you of all 
T-the Congregations of the Reformed Church, each 
one of which , holds its ſenſe and Dottrine of Scrip- | 
cre} Fare» different trom all the reſt? I grant, there 
"+. | ought, to be a reſpeRt for the Judgment and In- 
hay | *crpretation 'of the Text , 2 by the Primitive 
4 Church and Fathers; lygt if a Doctor , or Man 
| of found Judgment, repleniſht with" Gods Spirit , 
reads ape. with cope ng » and pure 
; Intention, and Judges by it, that B y is law- 
and, ful ; that there is s M;ſtery of hen Palins in 
1 -one Divine Nature ; that Carift &cſpaired cn the 
ner | Croſs, '&c. Tho theſe Duttrincs be quite againſt 
4. the Judgmept of Fathers, Church 5 and Councils, 
'] be may believe them, and be ſtill a true] Refor- 
ve | med Child , becauſe he follows our Rule of Faith; 
= '-and if he muſt deny theſe Articles, becauſc others 
a | decrythem ; then he muſt go againſt his own Judg- 
{ ment and Conſcience , for to conform himfelf to 
them, and his Rule of Falth muſt not be Scrip- 


J ture ascach Man of ſound Judgment .u dz-it ; © : 
but as the primitive Apes, Es et coanell 
underſtands it ; and this is Popery. : | 
Iſmael. Prethee Friend 1jaac , let's give over: 
All that your diſcourſe drives at , by what I can 
. perceive, is either to- beat me from the Reforma- 
. tion, by Thewing me the abſurdity of its Rule of 
| Faith 5 or oblidge me to believe. ſcandalous and 
 blaſphemous Tenets, as neceſlary yy Grin out of that 

Rules I am a Child of the Refo 
© never will be otherwiſe. | 
. . Tſaac. The Lord, who isthe Seacher of Hearts, 
' knows, you miſconfter my intentions: How- cat 
- you ſay 1 intend to beat you from the Reforma- 
TY Fe ' xios 


rmation , and - 


% 
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tion-z do. not I infift and perſwade you to flick 
faſt to its Ryle of Faith', and acknowledge no 


. other but Scripture, as you underſtand it? How 


can you fay , I oblidge you to bdlieye falſe and 


ſcandalous Tenets? To the 'contrary , I adviſe 
| - you not to* believe. them, if you Judge by Scrip- 

ture they are falſe and ſcandalous : What my diſ- 
courſe Jrives at it, that you ſhould not cenſure, 


blame, or call any Doftrine blaſphemous , ſcan- 
dalous, falſe,, or Herctica®, ( Topery excepted, ) 
for , tho you Judge by Scripture it is not true; | 


an other will Judge it to be the true ſenfe and 
' DoArine of the Text; . and if he does, he may 


with a ſafe Confcience believe it., and ought not ' 


to be blamed by you or any other for believing 
it ; if you do not like that Do@trine, do not be. 


lieye it ; but let the other. belicye as he Judges ' 
-_ by Scripture. he may, and let eyery tub ſtand on_ | 


ts own bottom. 


. . 1ſmael. Once more 1 beſecch you piye over ; 


I will not diſcourſe any more with you. _ 


Iſaac. Nay Dear I1ſmzgel, 1 ſee yow are troubled; 


and 1. will *not leaye you. in that perplexity :' Be 


| Pleaſed to liften to three points 1 will propoſe un- 
to you, and you'l not miſs to find fatisfaftion .in | 


- either of them. 
Iſmael. Let's hear them. 


Iſaac. Will you believe Scripture , as. it isThter. 
_ Preted, and inthatTenſe which the Church , Councils, 


and Fathers propound unto you ? 
Iſmael. 1 will not be oblidged to that; for I may 

Judge by Scripture that ſenſe and . Interpretation of it, 

to be falſe and erroneous; and1I will not be oblidged 


to believe any thing againſt my Judgment and Con- . 


ſcience ; that is Popery. 


Iſaac, That's well, in ſo much you follow the | 


footſteps of Luther, Calvin, and our other firſt Refor- 
| vs 5 2 | ' maers., 


x; . * 
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mers , who would not believe what the Church bee,” 
lieved in their time , nor regarded not , what the Pa- . 
its alledged out of the Councils and*Fathers againſt 
Hom z becauſe they held themſclyes obligedto believe 
Scripture as they underſtood it , and nat as 'it waSun- 
derfiood by others: Will you then believe Scrip- 


ture in that ſenſe and interpretation. which your ſelf 


judges to be true , tho the Church , Councils, 
and all other Ds 2 » judge it to be falſe 
and erroncous; and giye the like liberty to all 0. 
thers? | on 
Iſmael, That's dangerous; for it would follow, 


| thatany wan might believe without check or blame , 


the greareſt Blaſphemies imaginable , it he judges them 
to be the ſenſe of the Text. FE 
Iſaac. Why then, ſince that the firft does not pleafe 
ou , for fcar of conftraining your Judgrnent Papiſt- 
ſike and the ſecond difpleafes you, for the ſcope it 
gives for to believe any thing , or nothing ; your beft 


; way will be to lay Scripture afyde , whereas Chrift has 


forgot, ornegleRed to appoint us ſome aſſured means 
for to know , what ſenſe of it he would have us be- 
lieve. : 22 
Iſmael. And what Religion ſhall I profeſs, ifI hay 
Scripture aſyde ? AR. 

Tſaac. The ſame which now you have by Scripture; 


- | that'sto ſay, whatever you Judgeto bethe true Wor- 


ſhip of Gud : beſure to profeſsa reverence for Scri 
ture,. and ſeem to believe its the Word of God: leaft 
you may ſcandalize weak Brethrenz pretend alwaycs 


| that your ſen;;ments are grounded upon the Text; but. 


betwixt y« 21 and God, believe whateyer you think to- 
be true, worſhip God ; as you Judge heisro be wor- 
ſhipt , 21d that's the way to live in peace: do you thirk 


+ but tbat thoſe Noble Spirits , which they call the Wirs 


of England, have a good Religion? in publick- they, 
ſpeak reyerently of the Bible , but we know whar vno's 
' I 3 | bave, 


' is but a Rowenceor meer fiftion: Do you think but that 
there was a —— in England before it faw Gregori's | 
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have, and dodeclare intheir privat diſcourſes , that 


Emiſſaries, Auſtin and his Monks ? what need there- 
fore of a Bible forto have Religion? Were not the 
Swinfeldians a religious Gongregation and of the , Re- 
-formation to, yet they cared not for Scripture , but 
prounded their belief unpon Gods inſpiration and in- 


- ward ſpeech to the heart ? 


- 


Iſmael. 1fI were not well acquainted with you, 


and had not yery . convincing proofes , and figaal 


teſtimonies of your piety , fulid Religioſity , and Chrif- 


tianity ; I would Judge you by this laft piece of your 
diſcourſe, to be an impieus Atheiſt or Pagan: and I 


wonder that ſo good a Chriſtian , as I know you to be, | 
ſhould ſpeak ſo irrevently of the Bible, and ſo much in. | 


commendation of Paganiſm as you do: There was 
indecd a Religion in England before they knew what 
Scripture. was; but that Religion was Paganiſm, 
which Auſtin and his Companions happily baniſht 
from our Land: - | = ; 
Tſaac. Happily ? doyou call an exchange of Page- 
#iſm for Popery (introduced by 4uſtin) a Happinels ? 


is it not generally believed in our Reformation, 


 >ad moſt ſtrongly proved of late, by that incompa- 


asit received by Yuſtin in Popery : does not this our | 
_ noble Champion , 'and moſt of the Scribes of the 


— 


rable Wit .and Pen-man Door Sillingfleet , that 


Popery has as much of Tdolatry, as -m. ene gr our || 


land therefore had in Paganiſm, as gooda Religion, 


Church of England teach., that Popery isa ſaving Re- 


. ljgion, that we maybe ſaved inthe Church of Rome? 
if Popery ( not withſtanding it be Idolatrie , as they ſay) 
be a ſaving Religion ; ' how can they deny but that Pa- 


ganiſmis alſoa ſaving Religion ? what need had our 


' Forefathers therefore to abandon Paganiſm? why was 


-itnotleftin the land? 


Tſmael, 


| 


+3 


[ 
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Iſmael. Whatever may-befaid of Popery 9. It can-. 
not be denyed , but that Chriſtianity is better than Pa 


| ganiſm:- the expulſion therefore of Paganiſm by Auſtin 


wasa Happincſ®, becauſe by it Chriftianith was intro» 
.duced , and eftabliſht in our Kingdom.” 
Iſaac. Alas Iſmael" if England had been as well 


informed of the merit of Paganiſm , when firſt Chriſti 


-anitywas preached, it had never exchanged the ons 


-for the other. 


Iſmael. What,, not Paganiſm, which adoreda 
'Multitude of Gods, for Chriſtianity which adores but 
one? Not Pageniſm, which adored Japiter ,- Saturn, 
Venus, &c. who were Devils and: Evil Spirits; or 


| wicked Men, whocauſed themſclves to be adored, for 
| Chriſtianity , which adores the 


only true., immortal 


and eternal Deyty ? 


' +» Tſaac. You ſpeak with the Vulgar ſort , and be. 


lieve as you have been inftrufted by your Anceſtors: 1 
.confeſs , the Apoſtles, and Ancient DoQors of Chrif. 
tianity do teach , that the Godsof the Gentils were De. 
'vils or Evil Spirits; 1 confeſs alſo, all the Chriſtian 


—W orld ſince the firſt preaching of the Ghoſpel , was 


'fo perſwaded, grounded upon Scripture , which in 


| ſeveral places ſayes, the Gods of the Gentils mere Devils, 


grounded upon the Doftrine of the Apoſtles , and theiy 
Succeſſors the Fathers of the Church , and the World - 
being perſwaded by the Apoſtles , by the Doors ; Fav 
thers, and Preachers of Chriſtianity , that the Gods _ 
which the Pagans adored were but Devils, which by © 
 forceries, and marvelous works deceived-mankind,, 
and made themfelves to be adored as Gods, all men 
wereaſhamed to adore but Devils, forſook Paganiſm 
and embraced Chriſtianity. And all was but a meer 
Policy of Popery , to caſt ſo much dirt and caluminie - 
- upon Paganiſm , and makeits Gods but Devils, forto 


' Introduce and eſtabliſh Chriſtianity ; Door Stilling.. 


. fleet in his Charge of ldolatry ag he Church of Rome, 
| | 4 4 Page 


. 40. and 47. ſayes plainly , that che Pagans ave 
Eg with more than they were guilty of; pag. 7 ſayes 
that lngyper acores by the Pagans, wes NE from 
being an Agch-Devil, in the opiniongofS. Paul , that 


he was the true Cod, Pleſſed for ever more: that the | 


Pagans adored but one ſuprem and Omnipotent God, 
which they-called Jupiter , and which they did believe 
to be neither a Devil, nor a Man, buta true, and 


the firſt and chiefeſt of the Gods; and that the reſt of | 


the Gods , which they adored , they looked upon them 


as upon Inferior Deities, and gavethem no other ado- 


ration ',- but ſuch as the Papiſts give to their 
Saints. "og 

If therefore the Pagayy adored the true God under 
the name of Inpizer, and the other Gods but as interior 
Deyties, as the Papiſts do, their Saints; was it not 
injuftly done by the Ancient Fathers and Teachers of 
Chriftiavity, to have impoſed upon the Warld, and 
made us believe the oh adored but Devils and 
Evil Spirits? have not the Pagans Right and Juſtice 


| - on their ſide, for to plead before our Wiſe and © 


\ Religious Parliament , that 7'aganiſm may be reſtor- 
cd, orat leaſt tolerated, and 1#pzrer, with the reſt 


- _ of the Gods, may be adored, as formerly they 
were; firſt becauſe Paganiſmris no more Idolatry than - |- 
Popery , as DoGtor Srilling fleet , Maſter Burner: and 


other Reformed Writers prove convincingly ; ſecond- 


ly , ' becauſe that Pageriſm having been baniſht out - 


of our Land upon the falfs Information of our firft 
Teachers, that it was an Adoration of Devils, or 
Evil Spirits, and wicked debaught Men, who by 
counterfcited Wonders, and Cheats, gained the Peo- 
ples Adoration ; fince that DoQor Szilling fleet , Mr. 
*Buriet , and other: Reformed Writers will make it 
out , that the Pagans adored no Devils, but One, 
true Omnipotent , ſuprem God , bleſſed for evermore, 


— which they called Iapiter, andthe reſt of the Gods as 


- _ 
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* prove that the Pagavs were charged by the firft D. 


| Doors of Chriſtianity, and by all our Anceſtors, with ' 


more than they were guilty of ; why ſhould not Page. © 
iſm bereſtored again to the Land, and heard to ſpeak 
for its ſelf , and Dr. Still;ngfleet and his zealous com. 


| patiionsbe lycenc't to plead forthem , and for holy 


Inpiter, fo _ miſrepreſented by Antiquity, asto- 
| Arch Devil, whomDe. Szilling flees 
will proyetohaye been, #-irxe God bleſſed for' ever- 


1ſmael. The more Idifeeusſe.with you, themore 


| Iamperplexedinmind; 1 bid you a Diem, and do 


confeſs I carry with me from{your diſcour'e, a diflike 


| -of whatT haye been hitherto, an unſcttlement in my 


perſwaſion, and a compaſſion of 'the poor Pagany, - 
ſo unjuſtly baniſht from our Nation, if what Doftor 
Stilling fleet ſayes, betrue: he is a learned , Relig 
ous,” and diligent ſearcher into Scripture ; the Ancient 


' | D Drs, and Fathersof the Church reading Scripeure;, 


judged and taught , that Iupiterwasa Devil , as well 


| ' as the reſt of the Gods which the Gentils adored; Dr. 


. Stilling fleet and other Reformed DDrs. _—_— Scrip= 
ture judge he was no Devil, but the true God , bleſ- 


| ſed for ever more ; any Child of the Reformation may 


belicye either of both, and put 1«piter in our Lita- 
nies, aswellas JESUS Chriſt, and offer Sacrifice 
to him as formerly our. Anceſtors did; for whatever 
any 'man of ſound Judgment judges to be the Doc- 
trine of Scripture., may be ſafcly believed ,- and is the 
Do&rine of the Reformation: as gain} = I ſeeour © 
Wiſe Parliament fits now upon a new ſettlement of 
Gouvyerment and Religion , -and I will not reſolve 
upon any Religion, until I ſee what its concludes. .If 
Dr. Stilling fleet be ſo zealous,asto put ina good Word 
for Paganiſm before that Religious Aſſembly , he way 
find Abettors., and as the Parliament cheriſhes Dr. 
| | "Oates 


4 


inferior Deities, as Papiſts do their Saints ; and will .- | 


Q 
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. Oxtes for the extirpation of Popery , fo it may cherifh 
_ Dr. Stilling fleet for the introduftion of Pageniſm, and . 
the erefting of Temples and Altars for holy Inpiter, his. 
true and evermore bleſſed God ; and ifhe be ſuccesful in 
this undertaking, as for cxchanging Preſbytery for 
Proteſlancy, he was promoted to the Deanry of S. 
Pole, ſoby changing Chriſtianity for Paganiſm, he 
may expe to be his Holy Tupiter's Heigh Preiſt, in 
London Capitol, and reign with him everlaſtingly in 
the other life , in caſc he belicycs there is an other. 
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